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Of our Bleſſed SAVIOUR 


JES CHRIST; 


7 With Conſiderations and Diſcourſesup- 


on the Conception, Nativity, Circumciſion, Bap- 
> tiſm, Temptation, Preaching, Miracles, Paſſion, 
4 Reſurrection, and his Aſcenſion into Heaven, | 2 


15013 005005 87 8055 


5 Including ſeveral unanſwerable Argu- 
ments, obvious to the meaneſt Capacity, in e- 
fence of the Divinity of our Holy Redeemer, 
and the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion 


? Likewiſe the Lives, Acts, and Deaths 
of the Holy Evangelilts and Apoltles, as recoidech 8 : 
by the Primitive Fathers, and Antient- WIE 3 
ol unqueſtionable Veracity. 3 
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EE Whole Duty of Man is, To 
ER fear God, and keep bis Com- 

| mandments; and the Principal 
Deſign of his Creation, is, 


-: 2 . That he may glorify God upon 


Earth, and by the Merits and 
Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
may enjoy Eternal Happing/s in the Preſence of 3 
God, in the World to come, wherein is Fulneſs © 
of Foy, and at whoſe Right-hand are Pleaſures? 
for Evermore. To attain this Everlaſting Ini» © 
beritance, it is abſolutely neceſſary to acquaint | 
ourſelves with God, and our Bleſſed Saviour, 
and 10 be fully perſuaded of the Truth of the Di- 
vinity of Jeſus, and the Certainty of his being" 
the Meſſiah, promiſed to the Patriarchs aud 
Apoſtles ſome Thouſands of Years before; who * 
in the Fulneſs of Time made his Appearance a 
the Salvation of all that ſincerely believs in him 
and walk in Obedience to his Hely Precepts and . 
. Dofrines. This ſmall Tra# is deſignad for tb 
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| To the READER. 

|» Pubpoſes aforenamed, that all true Chriſtians 
may know in whom they have believed. For 
which many undeniable Arguments and Conſide- 
rations are advanced, which may be compre- 
bended by the meaneſt Underſtanding, and may 
put to filence ſuch abandoned Wretches as deny 
- the Lord that bought them , who being reſelved 
20 continue in a Courſe of Propaneneſs and Irre- 
lion, endeavour to harden their Conſciences, 
— erſuade themſelves that there is no God, 
. ture State of Puniſhment, becaufe they 
deſire it may be ſo. I have alſo added the Lives 
= of the holy Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, with 
81:75 1 or preaching 2 Bi bing 
= be good Tidings of Salvation to the 1 barous 
8+ Nations, with ſuch mighty. Succeſs, that Thou- 
= ſands were converted, aud afterward ſuffered 
= Death for the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, and aſ- 
.Z Kine the Truth and Certainty of the Chriſtian . 
Religion, againſt all its 5 Theſe Things ! 
are written for cur In ſtrubtion, and may ſo for- || * 
'M 2 3.465, that it may not be in the Power of thoſe 
= Detetvers who are Abroad in the World to weak- | ; 
i our Faith and Confidence in the Mercy of | 
God, and the Merits of our Bleſſed 8 * 
Lat we /ball at OE attain Everlaſting Life and | 
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5 Of our Bleſſed SAVIOUR _ \ 


JESUS CHRIST: 


T is undeniable, that through the whole Body Py. 
the Old Tefament, the Jews had à promiſed "0 
frah, the fame that we call Chriſt, or a Per 
andinted and ſent from God, to be a Sav:our, & 
Redeemer, a Pacifier of God's Wrath, a Mediator be- 
tween God and Man, a Satisfier for the Sins and Offen- 
6 es of the whole World, a Reſtorer of our [nnaceney.” 
loſt in Paradiſe, a Maſter and Inſtructer, a Law-giver, 8 
= a Spiritual and Eternal King, and ſhould fit, and rule, 
f | and reign in our Hearts, to conquer the Power and Ty» 
A ranny of Satan, the Enemy of Mankind, who overcame” 
75 "our firſt Parents in Paradiſe, and never ceaſeth to aſſail 
us with his Tempta ions. For the firſt Covenapt, that 
ever God made with Man, was, Ia the Day that thou - 
eartf of the Tree of Knowledge of G n e tes 
al ſurely dig. 
. This - \u 20M being broken by our common Þ 
tor, I; Gree Judgment Aaccordinglys hs 'W 
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2 The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 


benign Promiſe: That the Seed of the Woman ſhould 
break the Serpent's Head, who had beguiled them, and 
he ſhould lye in wait to hurt the Heel of Mankind: 
That js, the Time ſhould come, when one ſhall proceed 
out of the Seed of the Woman, who ſhall conquer Death 


and Sin, the Weapons of the Devil, and ſhall make void 
all his Temptations, and trample them under his Feet, 


and this ſhall be Chriſt, the M-/7as of the World. 

For whatſoever the latter Jews dreamt, That the 
Maſſias ſhould ſet up a Temporal Kingdom, and reſtore 
them to their Country and former Government: It is 
evident the ancient Rabbies of that Nation, in the old 
Chaldee Paraphraſe, called the Feruſulem Targum, ap- 
ply theſe Words, That the Devil that dereived Adam, 
ſaying, Mankind has an infallible and preſent Reme- 
* dy againſt thee, O Satan! For the Time will come 
* that they ſhall tread thee down with their Heels, by 
_* the Help of the Meas, who ſhall be their King. 
The very ſame Promiſe is ſeveral Times repeated and 
| eſtabliſhed to Abraham, who lived near two Thouſand 
Years after Adam, and again to //aac his Son aſter him, 
Gen. 12. 18. 22. In thy Seed ſhall all the Nations of 

the Earth be bleſſed, which had been a ſmall Benedicti- 
on to Abraham, or to the Fewws after him (that never 
actually ſaw the Me/7as) if be had been a Temporal 
King over the Fews only: And a much leſs Bleſſing to 
the Gentile World, if he was to ſubdue and deitroy all 
that would net ſubmit to the Jevwviſh Conſtitution. 
But Jacob prophecyeth plainly at his Death of the 
coming of Chriſt, in theſe Words; The Scepter ſhall 


nut depart from Juda, nor a Law-giver from between 


* his Feery till SHilob, or the M. as come, and to him 
© ſhall the gathering of the People be.“ Which latter 
Words the forenamed Chaldeæe Paraphraſe, and the great 
On ttelos (both of ſingular Authority among the Jeu) in- 
terpret until Chriſt and the M.ſias come, who i the Ex- 
ectation of all Nations. Now if he be the Hope and 
pectation of the Jeu, as well as Gentiles, then can 
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The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 3 
he not be a Temporal King to deſtroy the Gent;/es, as the 
late Zewws imagine: But a Spiritual King to reign over 
them, and to bring in Subject ion their Splritual Enemies, 
namely, the World, the Fleſh and the Bevil, as all true 
Chriſtians believe. | 
But to leave this Controverſy with the latter Rabbieg, 
and to proceed to ſhew that Chriſt was-foretold and pro- 
miſed to the Jew : It is to be obſerved, That after the 
Death of Jacob, little is recorded cf the Doings of the 
Jeaus, during the Four hundred Years that they were 
in Bondage in Egypt ; yet that Nation have a Tradition, 
That as ſoon as they were delivered out of that Slavery, 
and come into the Wilderneſs, in their Travels toward 
the Land of Canaan, the three Sons of Koran, Mr, 
Eltanah, and Ahiaſaph, mentioned in Exodus 6, and in 
other Places ; compoſed divers Songs and Pſalms in the * 
Praiſe and Expectation of the Me/iab to come, and the 
Holy Men of that Time ſolaced themſelves with ſinging 
of the ſame ; and that King David afterward in the Se- 
cond Part of his P/alms, from the Arth, to the 85k 
Eſaln, collected moſt of theſe old Songs together, as 
they now ſtand. 8 
Moſes likewiſe prophecied of Chriſt, Deut. 18. 15. 
The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto thee a Prophet 3 
from the midſt of thee, of thy Brethren,” like unto - : 
me, unto him ye ſhall hearken in all Things Whatſo- 
ever he ſhall ſay unto you; and it ſhall come to pills, 
© that every Soul that will not hear that Prophet, hall ©: 
be deſtroyed from among the People, Deut. 18, Ah 
which Words cannot be underſtood of any Prophet that 
ever lived aſter Meſes among the Fes, as is manKelt h/ 
what the Holy Gheſt ſays of bim: © And there arole 
not a Prophet ſince in rael like unto Moſes; wum 
the Lord knew Face to Face, Deut. 3 4. t 
David who lived about Four hundred Years after . 
? fry a. Man after God's own Heart, and the firſt King of 
Jula, out of which Tribe and whoie Lineage the NM. 
e das to come, had this Myſtery more plataly reveal-⸗- 
1 5 d 
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4 The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
ed to him than to any before him: For he was aſſured th 
that Chriſt ſhould be born of that Stock, as God had pro- th 
miſed him by the Prephet Natl an, ſaying, Thy Seed will D 
T eflabl fb for ever, and build up thy Throne to al Genera- co 
tions ; for I bade made a Covenant with my Choſen, and 
have ſworn to David my Servant ; which Words the lat- Y 
ter Tews apply to King 5:/omon, and may in ſome Senſe: D 
be true, ſince Se/omon was a Type of Chriſt to come, C 
but cannot be verified in him, v/hoſe earthly Kingdom 
was rent and divided by Jerob:am, and mult theretore 
be underſtood of an Eternal King, which ſhould ariſe out ic 
of David's Sced ; and therefore it is ſaid in P/alm ii. 0 
Thou art my Son, this Day have 1 begotten tee, I will give 1 
thee the Heathen for thy Inberitance, and the utmft Parts ( 
of the Earth fer thy Poſſifion ; which was never fulfill'd 

| 


in Solomon, nor in any cther Temporal King after him. 
And much leſs what is written in P/a/m lxxii. He fball 
eeigs from Sea to Sea, and from the Rivers to the End of 
e Earth. All Kings fba'l fall down before Lim; all Na- 
tin, ſhall worfoip him, His Name ſhall endure fer ever, 
ns long as the Sun, and all Nations jhall call him Bleſſed. 
All theſe Promiſes and Exp:eflions can never be applied 
d any bat Jeſs Chrift alone. 
This Promiſe made to David for Chriſt to come of bis 
Seed, is repeated aſter his Death by many of his Pro- 
44 phets, particularly by Jeremiah, chap xxiii. Bebeld the 
= Days come, ſaith the Lord, that I will raiſe unto David a 
bein Branch, and a King ſha'l reign and proſper, and 
u is his Name whereby be Hall be called, THE LORD 
E OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS: All this was ſpoken of Da- 
viad's Seed above four hundred Years after his Death. 
E- £zekie] likewiſe, who was Contemporary with Jere- 
miab, calls the M. as by the Name of David himkelt; 
Bzek xxxiv, *1 will fave my Flock, and they ſhall be no 
more a Prey. And 1 will fer up otte Shepherd over them, 
and he ſhall fred them, even my Servant David, and he 
mall be their Shepherd, and a Prince among them, and 
be ſhall feed them Which Words both Chrillans, and 
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The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 5 + 
the modern Jews in the Talmmd, confeſs to be meant of 
the Mc//ias, and we believe to be foretold of Chriſt ; 
David being four Hundred Years befoze, and could not 
come again to govern and feed the People of God, 

Jaiab the Prophet, who lived above one hundred 
Years before Jeremiah or Ez-kie/, had plain and eminent 
Diſcoveries of the M-//7as, in the 49, 50, 51, 52, 53 
Chapters of that Prophecy; wherein he ſays, T ; 
Chriſt being ſent to the Jeu, ho complains of them 3 
and that he is ſent unto the Ger!i/es with gracious Promi- 
ſes. He ſhews that the Occaſion of the Jeus being caſt 
off, is not to be imputed to the Mat, he having Abi- 


lity to ſave, by his Obedience in that Work, and by his F | 


Confidence of God's Aſſiſtance, Chriſt there perſuadeth 
his Church to believe his free Redemption; to receive 
the Miniſters thereof, to joy in the Power thereof, and 
that his Kingdom ſnall be exalted, The Prophet alſo 
complains of the Incredulity of the People, excuſeth the 
Scandal of the Croſs, by the Benefit of Chritt's Paſſion, 
and the geod Succeſs thereof; the {ame Prophet particu- 
larly exp:eſſ?s the Graces and Divine Properties of 
Chriſt, as that he ſhall for ever overthrow and dero 
Death; he ſhall open the Eyes of the Blind, and the. 
Ears of the Deaf, he ſhall not cry nor contend, nor ſhall 
accept the Perſon of any Man, but in Truth he ſhall 
bring forth Truth in Righteouſneſs. And Daniel who 7 


lived in the End of the Cap:ivity of Babylon, ſome Time 


before Haggai, Zachary, or Malachi, who were the laſt 
Prophets that ever flouriſhed among the eus, almoſt 2 
five hundred Years before the coming of Chriſt, ſpeaks © 
plainly of his being cut off, and put to Death, Dan. ix. 
And to inſiſt upon no more, the whole Scripture centers 
in this one Point, to ſotetel and - manifeſt Chriſt to be 
the Meas, by Signs, Figures, Parables and Prophecies. 3 
But to be more particular in the Demonſtration of this 


momentous and fundamental Truth: That this Jeſus * 


of whom the four Evangeliiis treat, is che true Matias 


let us* compare the Chriſtian Gay with the Few 
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6 The Liſe of our Bleſſed Savious. 
Law; or the Hiſtories of Chriſt under the One, with the 
Prophecies of the Meſias under the Other; and thence IT 
conclude, That if whatfoever was foretold concerning the iſ pe 
Mzfſias, was fulfilled in this Jeſus Chriſt ; then he was no 
undoubtedly the Meſias who was to come into the World ſta 
for the Salvation of Mankind; to make which Compa- ſpi 
riſon the more exact, let us run through the ſeveral Cir. qu: 
cumſtances that attended his Birth, Life, Death, Reſur- { 
rection and Aſcenſion, and obſerve how punctually the Hi 
Prophecies of them were fulfilled in every Particular. 26 

And Firſt, for the Birth of the Mat, the Law JD! 
faith, he was to be born of the Seed of Abraham, Cen. wi 
22. 18. and David, 2 Sam, 7, 12. and of the Seed of 7 
TFefſe, Waiah 11. 1. From whence, he is frequently A 
called by the Jeu, The Son cf David, The Goſpel I} he 
faith, Jeſus Cliriſt was the Son of David, the Son of | or 
Abraham, Matt. 1. 2. The Law, That he was to be 
born of a Virgin, //a. 7. 14. The Goſpel, That Mary ce 
a Virgin, brought forth this Jeſus, Matt. 1. 18. Luke 10 
1. 47, 31, 35. Chap. 2.5.6, 7. The Law, That he I 
was to be born at Peiblebem Ephrata, Mich 5. 2, ff v 
The Goſpel, That this Jeius was born there, Matt. 11. | 

f 
| 
{ 
| 


t. Luke 4. 5. 6. The Law ſays, That he was to be 
brought out of Egypt, Hoſea 11, 1. The Goſpel, 
That Jeſus was called thence, Matt 11, 19, 20 The 
- Law, That one ſhould go before the M. Has, Mal. 3. 5. 
= and ſhould cry in the Wilderneſs, //aieh 11, 3. The 
"Goſpel, That John Baptiſt did fo before Chriſt, Mart. 
3. 1, 3. Mark i. 2, 3. The Law, That the Me/fas 
ſhould preach the Doctrine cf Salvation in Galilee, who 
ſitting before in- Darkneſs, ſhould ſee great Light, I/. 
9. 1, 2, The Goſpel, That Jeſus did ſo, Mart. 18. 
12, 23. The Law, That in the Days cf the Meſſias, 1 
the Eyes of the Blind ſhould be opened, and the Ears of 
the Deaf ſhould be unt opged, the Lame leap, and the 
Tongue of the Dumb ſing, Ia. 35 5. The Goſpel, 
That it was fo in the Days ef Jeſus Chriſt, Matt. 4. 23. 
an! Chap. 11. 5. | 
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The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 7 

But for all theſe Wenders and Miracles, the Law faith, 
They ſhould hear, but not underſtand, and ſee, yet not 
perceive, //a, 6. 9, And the Goſpel, That ſeeing they did 
not ſee, and hearing they did not hear, nor yet under- 
ſtand, Matt. 13.13. The Law, That he ſhould be de- 
ſpiſed and rejected of Men, a Man of Sorrows, and ac- 
A with Grief, Ja. 53. 3. The Goſpel, That Je- 
us Chriſt had not where to lay his Head, Matt. 8. 20, 
His S»ul was exceeding ſorrowful, even unto Death, Mat. 
26. 38. Yea, he was in an Agony, and his Sweat was as 
7 Drops of Blood, Luke 22. 24. ſo well was he acquainted 
with Grief, The Law ſay:, That he ſhou!d ride into 
Jeruſalem upon an Aſs, and upon a Colt, the Foal of an 
Als, Zech. 11. g. And the Goſpel, That Jeſus Chriſt as 
he was going to 7eru/alem, having found an Als, fat there- 
on, Fohn 12.14. Matt. 21, 6, At which Time the Law 
faith, The People ſhould cry, Heſannab: Bleſſed is he that 
cometh in the Name of the Lord, P/a/m 118. 26. The 
Goſpel, That they did fo to Chriſt, Mart, 21. 9. The 
Law foretel:, That one of his own familiar Friends, in 
whom he truſted, which did eat of his Bread, did betray 
him into the Hands of the Jews, Matt. 26. 47. Luke 22. 
46 The Law, That he ſhould be prized at, and foid for, 
thirty Pieces of Silver, with which ſhould be bought the 
Pctter's Fieid, Zech, 11. 12, 13. The Goſpel), That they 
covenanted with Judas, to betray Jeſus for thirty Pieces 


of 8 lver, Mat. 26.15. with which they afterwards houghy +7 


the Potter's Field, chap. 27. 7. The Law, that he ſhould” 
be numbred arong 'Tranſgreſſors, 1/a. 53. 12. The 
Goſpel, That Jeſus Chriſt was crucified between two 
Thieves, Mark 15 27. Matt. 27. 38. The Law, That 
he ſhould be wounded and bruiſed J. 53; 5. The Go- 
ſpel, That they ſcourged Jeſus, Matt 32, 20. and ſmote 
him, Mark 15. 19. The Law faith, They ſhould 
| Pierce his Hands and Feet, P/alm 22. 19 Zech. 12. tO, 
ihe Golpe), hat they crucified Jeſus, Malt. 27.35. 
Luke 23. Whereby they uſed to pierce the Hards and 


Feet oi thoſe that were put to this Death, and nail them 
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8 The Liſe of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
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to the Croſs: But tho' they ſhould pierce hi Fleſh, ye 
the Law faith, they ſhould not break his Bones, no, no! 
one of them, Exod. 12. 46. Numb. 9 13. Pſalm 34 20 
The Goſpel, that they brake not the Legs of Chriſt ,; 
Job 19. 33. 36. The Law, that they ſhould ſee him, 
10uld laugh him to ſcorn, ſhoot out their Lips, and ſhake 
their Heads, ſaying, * He truſted in the Lord, that hey 
« would deliver him: Let him deliver him, ſeeing he de- 
« lighted in him.“ P/a/m 22. 8. The Goſpel, that the 
Scribes and Phariſees did fo by Chriſt, Matt. 27. 42, 43. 
The Law ſaich, They ſhould give him Gall for Meat, 
and Vinegar to drink. P/a/. 49. 21. And the Goſpel, 
That they gave Chriſt Vinegar to drink, mingled with 
Gall. Matt. 27. 34. 48. The Law, That they ſhould 
part his Garzaents. among them, and caſt Lots upon his 
elture, P/al. 22. 19. The Goſpel, That they parted 
Jeſus's Garments among them, and caſt Lots, Mart. 27. 
35. Fels 19. 23. Mark 15. 24. 
And as ſor the Time ot this ſeſus's coming into the 
World ; it is certain that he came before the ſecond Tem. 
pic was demoliſhed, for it is ſaid, Ihat he went into the 
emple, Matt. 19. 45. yea, he himſelf taught daily in 
It, ver. 47. By which means the Glory of the ſecond 
Temple was greater than the Glory of the firſt, accords 
ing to the Prophecy of Hag. 11. 9. As for Jacob's Pro- 
phecy, That the Scepter ſhould not depart from Judab, 
ner the Law. giver, till SHhilab, or the Meſias ſhould come, 
Gen. 49. 10. It is certain that it did not depart from 
Fudah, till Herod was by Auguſtus and the Senate of 
Rome, made King of Juda, in whoſe Days this Jeſus 


7 9 
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vas born, Mate. 11.2. Luket. 5. And fo Daniel's ſe- 


venty Weeks, or four hundred and ninety Years, did 


exactly reach unto, and were determined in the Days of 


this Jeius, as might eaſily be demonſtrated. So that all 


| 4 the old Prophecies concerning the M-/5as's coming, are 


perfectly fufilied in this Jelis of Nazareth. 
Furthermore, the Law faith, Ihat tho' the M. ia: 


mould be crucified, yer God would nut lcave his Soul in 


_ 
4 > 


N 


* 


e 
= nd that, when God ſhould make his Soul a Sacrifice 
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The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 9 
ell, nor ſuffer his Holy One to ſee Corruption, P/.1 6. 16. 1 


r Sin, he ſhould ſee his Seed, and prolong his Days, i 
ziah 53. 10. which plainly implies, That tho' the M/ 
t ſhould die, yet he ſhould riſe again, and that within 
few Days too, otherwiſe he would have ſeen Corrup. 
On. Now the Goſpel ſays, That this Jeſus roſe from 
e Dead, Matt. 28. 6. Luke 24. 6, and that he was ſeen 
ſeveral after his Reſurrection, as of Mary Magdalen, 
lat. 28. 9. of the eleven Diſeiples, ver. 16, 17, 18. 
lark 16. 14. of the two that were going to Emmang, 
ue 24. 13, 14, 15. of Simon Peter alone, ver. 24. 
d of all the Diſciples gathered together, the Doors be- 
g ſhut, John 20, 16. And to be ſure that it was him- 
if, and not an Apparition ; Thomas, one of the twelve, 
hruſt bis Hands into his Side, and found it Fleſh” and 
Blocd indeed, and he did eat and drink before them, 
uke 24. 43. which it is impoſſible that a Spirit could do. 
e was ſeen of Peter and John, and other Diſciples, 
hilſt they were fiſhing, and and eat and drank with 
hem, John 21. Of five hundred Brethren at once, and 
f Paul himſelf, 1 Cor. 15. 6. Neither did he lie ſo long 
5 to {ee Corruption, for he was buried but the Day before. 
he Sabbath, Aſark15. 42. and roſe the Day after. ch. 16. 1. 
Again, Jeſus was not only to riſe again, but the Law 
aith, He was to aſcend on High, to lead Captivity Cap- 
ive, and to give Giſts unto Men, P/al. 16. 18 Now 
his cangot but be an undoubted Character of the Me/zas, 
ot only to riſe from the Dead, but to aſcend up to 
Heaven, and thence to diſperſe his Gifts among the 
:hildren of Men, and that Chriſt did fo, is evident from 
he Goſpel ;' for aſter he had ſpoken with them, He 
was received up into Heaven, and there ſat on the Right- 
hand ot God, Matt. 16. 19. Luke 24 41. He gave 
uch Gifts to Men,.as that his Diſciples of a ſudden, - 
were enabled to ſpeak all Manner of Languages, 44s © 
2. 8. to work many Signs and Wonders,” chap. 5. 12. 
to heal all Manner of Diſeaſes, ver. 15, 16, 7008 —_ 
| | With 
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10 The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
with a Word ſpeaking, to cure a Man lame from 
Mither's Womb, chap. 3. 6, 7. 


fe& Tranſcript of the Law; and the Hiltories of Jeſu 
are nothing elſe but the Prophecies of Chriſt turn'd int 
an Hiſtory ; And certainly the Piety of his Life, the Pu! 


further Confirmation of the Troth of what is here re 


ſeeding ſo many Thouſands wich five Loaves and the like 
were ſo powerful and convincing, that his very Ecemies 
who would not believe him to be the Meat, could ſearce 
deny him to be a God, as Jo/ephus, the Few. þ Hiſto- 
rian teſtifies in his Antiquities, Lib. 18, chap. 4. And 
it is a Tenet to this Day among ſome of them, I hat the 
Miracles which Jeſus did, were not the Deluſions or 
Juggles of Satan, but real Miracles, wroug tt as they 
pretend by Virtue of the Name of Ged, Febowah, 
which they ſay Jeſas got out of the Temnpie ; whereby 
it is p/ain that they acknowledged God to be the Author 
of them, which doubtleſs could not be, unleſs they were 
agree: ble to his Will, and for the Glory cf his Name. 
Neither was the Doctrine of the Goſpel only eſta- 
bliſhed at the firlt, but propagated afterward by Mira» 
cles, that a Doctine ſo much contrary to Fleſh and 
Blood, as propoſing nothing in his Lite, but that the 
- "*Profeiit-rs of it ſhould have Troubles in this World, 
ſhould be as Sheep among Wolves, ſhould be perſecuted, 
impriſoned, icourged, put to Death, and be hated of all 
Mea tor their Matier's ſake ; and this Dectrine propa» 
gated by a Company of ſimple illiterate Men, who had 
neither Power tv 10;Ce, nor Eloquence to periuade Men 
to the Belief of it, or embracing it; that yer ſuch Per- 
ſons as theſe vere, ſhould ever make any ok the Fews, 
Who expecled a Ving for their M. Hab, to advance them 
to 'Cempora® Dignitiss, to believe that this Jeſus whom 
them.. ves ſcourged and crucified at Jeruſalem, was * 
* 3 Perſon 


rity of his Doctrines, and his miraculous Works, are 4 


lated : For the Miracles that he wrought, as the healing. 
the Sick with a Word of his Mouth, raiſing the Dead, 
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The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 11 
erſon, or that they ſhould be able to prop:gate the Goſ- 


del among the Gentiles alſo, who neither believed in the 


* groe God, nor expected any thing of a Mas to come 
4 land redeem them : Yet this they did, and brought over 
_ Þ, rot only many People, but whole Nations and Countries 
uo the Ptoſeſſion of the Goſpel, ſpreading this moſt holy 
— Poctrine amongſt the mott barbarous and ſinful People, 
1 n ſpight of all the Oppoſition that the World, the Fleſh, 
) "and the Devil could make againſt it. 
— Now no Mn that exerciſeth his Reaſon, can imagine 


that they did all this purely by their own Scrength, nor 
that theſe wonderful Effects could ever have been pro- 
duced by any thing leſs than the Wiſdom, and Power, 
and Faithfulneſs of their Lord and Maſter, whole Ser. 
vice tney were engaged in, and who promiſed to be with 
the them to the End of the World, Matt. 23. 20 Doubtleſs 
om it was nothing elſe but the Spirit of the moſt high God, 
that aſſiſted them, and accompanied the Word they 
ah, preached ; otherwiſe it could never have made ſuch a 
deep Impreſſion upon the Hearts of them that heard it, 
dor as not only to command their Attentions, but to hinder 
1e them from reſiſting (when they ſtrove and endeavoured 
to do it) that Power and Authority by which the Diſci- 
4- ples ſpake. | 
* So that it is evident, that all the Books of the ancient 
d Law, with all thoſe which have been rec ived into the 
* Canon of the Scriptures, by the Church of God finee 
X 
1 
| 


the coming of Chriſt, which we call, the New Teſta- 
ment, (which teſtify the Truth of the Divinity of ou“ 
Saviour) 1 ſay, that all thoſe Books from the Beginning 
of Geneſis, to the End of the Revelations, are indeed the 
Word of the Eternal, dictated by his own Spirit, to 
ſuch as himſelf was pleaſed to employ in the Writing of 
them, ard that they contain in them a perfe& Rule of 
Faith and Manners ; upon the due Obſervance of which 
no Mn can fail of worſhipping and ferving God in ſuch 
a Manner, as will be acceptable to him here, and en- 
Joying hereafter thoſe exceeding great and precious 
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12 The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
9 2 that he has reſerved in Heaven for ſuch Mor 
do fo. 0, 

And as to the Time of the coming of the M. nab, it C 
is evident, that about One Thouſand fix Hundred Ve anom 
ago, the Jeuus did generally expect it, and that many didi vo 
28 to be the Perſon, as one Bar- coxbab, at this Ti neſhpe 

eclaring himſelf to be the Man; alm- all the whole 

Nation unanimouſly joined themſelves to him, inſomuch 


that the Few: report, there were no leſs than four or five 
hundred.thouſarg of them lain by the Emperor Adrian, 


in the City B7/rer, all fighting in Defence of this co:n- 
_ tcrfeit Mah, many others likewiſe pretended to be he, Mhad 
ſome to this Day, hold, That he is already come, but cea 


that by reaſon of their Sins, he is not revealed to them. Hof 
Nou it is to be obſerved, That by the C-nſent of all ICh 
Chriſtian Writers, Jcſus, whom we believe, and confeſs 
to be the True Chriſt, was born the 25th of December, fta 
in the forty-ſecond Year of Auguſtus Cz/ſar, the Roman E. 
Emperor, and fifteen before his Death ; in the thirty- NV 
* third Year of the Reign of Herod King of Fud.a, and I 
from the Creation, about four thouſand Years, the State d 
of the World being thus at Chriſt's N-tivity : "The three || a 
C 
I 
| 


Monarchies of the World, the A/yrians, Perfians, and 
' Grecians were paſſed away and ended, and the Roman, 
reater than all the former, was begun according to the 
rophecy of Daniel, five hundred Years before Auguſtus ; 
who after five Civil Wars, and infinite Blood-ſhed and 
Devaſtations in the World, reigned alone in Peace many 
Years; and in Token cf univerſal Peace over the Earth, 
the Temple of Janus (or War) was ſhut, which hap- 
pened but twice before, ſince the Building of Rome; 
and the very ſame Day that Chriſt was born in- Zudea, 
| Auguſius commanded in Rome (as was afterwards obſerv- 
eg) that no Man ſhould call him Lord, thereby ſignify- 
ing the Liberty and Sc-».rity which Mankind now en. 
joyed, after the World had ſuſtained ſuch woeful Deſo- 
lations by Wars for ſo many Years, and faying unknow- 
ingly, Tha: greater Lord than he was now born in the 
| World %. 
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Vorld ; which agreed exactly to the Prophecy of Da- 
, That there ſhould be three Monarchies, and the laſt 
Ihe Greateſt, at whoſe Appearance the Meſias fhould 
Nome and build up God's Kingdom throughout the-whole 
World, and 7/aiah, one hundred Years before, foretold, 
MT hat at the ceming of Chriſt the People ſhould fit in 
Peace, and that there ſhould be no End of Peace; and 
ing David, Pſalm 71. ſays, In his Days ſhall the 
ighteous flouriſh, and there ſhall be Abundance of Peace, 
which was then very neceflary for the quiet 2 
and publiſhing the Goſpel of Chriſt; the Wars whic 
ad fo long diſturbed the Earth, miraculouſly almoſt 
ceaſing at this very Time, ts make way for the coming 
of the Prince of Peace. To conclude this Point of 
; Chriſt's appearing : 
els About his Birth, there concurred ſo many Circum- 
= flances, as the general Peace of the Roman Empire, the 
a1 Expiration of the Line of Judah, the fulfilling of Daniels 
Weeks, the publick Fame and Expectation of the Few, 
id with their vain Expectations for One thouſand fix hun- 
© | dred Years of another Me/iab: Their being diſperſed 
all over the World, without either Temple, Law, Sa- 
4 crifice, Prophet, or Promiſe for their Redemption, which 
'» | never happened to them in all their former Captivities, 
© | before the Death of Jeſus, and which Promiſes they had 
3 | for their Conſolation in their Miſeries; theſe Things be- 
l ing laid together, we may aſſuredly conclude, That 
Chriſt was born at the juſt Time predicted by the Spirit 
of God; and conſequently, that he only was the True 
Meſffias and Saviour of the World. So that when the 
Fulneſs of Time was come, after the frequent Repeti- 
tion of Promiſes ; the Expiration of the Zewih Nation; 
the Lenging and earneſt Waiting of all holy Perſons ; 
God having great Compaſſion towards Mankind, re- 
membring his Promiſes, and our great Neceſſit ies, ſent 
his Son into the World, to take upon him our Nature, 
and that Guilt of Sin which it had contructed, and all 
that Puniſhment which was conſequent thereto, which 
Same to paſs in the following Manner. The 
n 
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The Life of eur Bleſſed Saviour. 15 
Gab, Hail. bl:/:d Mary, Ma What celeſtial Tongue 
alls ſinful Mary bleſſed? G.] It is J. 

{] Who art thou? G.] Tam Gabriel, that belong 

o the bigh Choir of Heaven, M.] I faint, I die. 

3. ] Fear not, ſueet Virgin, all the World halbbe 

lade Debtors to thy Womb, and bleſft in thee. 

] He, Lord? G] Thy Virgin Womb ſhall bear a Son 
hat all redeem the World. M.] My Lord, how can 
uch Wonders come to paſs ; ſuch Things be done 

zy a poor Virgin, never known by Man? 

J.] The Holy Ghoſt at his appointed Hour, | —_ 
hall make thee pregnant by its ſacred Pow'r, (Choir, , ü 
Wonder of Wonders! G] A. whyſe Heighth the 
DF Heaven ſtand ravisht, tremble, and admire. 

] O may it be according to the Word! 

G.] Before ten Months fully compleated be; 
Theu shalt be known the Mother of our Lord. 

And thou shalt have thy Saviour on thy Knee, 1 
MI Both Heav'n and Earth ſhall triumph, and the Frame _ 
Of Hell ſhall tremble at Maria's Name, | | 
G.] All Ages paſt, preſent, and to come, 
Sball joy in Mary, and in Mary's Woms. 


The Virgin having now the Son of Gad in her chaſte 
Womb, and the Holy Spirit in her Heart, who had allo 
overſhadowed her, enabling her to a ſapernatural and mi- 
raculous Conception, aroſe with Haite and Gladnef:, tg 
communicate that Joy which wasdeſign'd for all the World. 
and found no Brealt ſo proper to pour forth the Emanati- 
ons of her overjoy'd Heart, as her Couſin Elizabeth, bg 
had receiv'd this Divine Teſtimony, That ſhe was righte- 
ous before God, walking in all the Commandments an- 
Ordinances of the Lord blameleſs, who had alſo a ſpecial - 
Portion in this great Honour, for ſhe was defign'd to be ts 
Mother of Jobn the Baptiſt, who was ſent as a Fore-runner, +3 
to prepare the Ways of the Lord, and make his Paths 
ſtraits and Mary aroſe in thoſe Days, and went ima ge 

' Hith-country with Halle, into a City of Judab, and entred. - = 
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16 The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
the Houſe of Zacheriar, and falured Elizeb-th ; the An”! 
gel Gabriel having told her, that ſhe alis had conceived 4 
| a Son in her old Age, and this was the fixth Month with 
der, who was called Barren, fo that upon the Salutatio 
ef Mary, the Babe leapt in her Womb, It is not eaſy 

to imagine what Extaſies of Joy there were at this bl. 1T.d 

Meeting; two Mothers o! two great Princes, one the 

Greateſt that was born of a Woman; the other his Fore« 

runner to prepare his Way ; and their Converſation was 

doubtleſs, Holy and Divine, as they were both propheti- 
cally inſpired, and all their Faculties turned into Grace, 
Alfter they re- ſaluted each other, Mary abode with 
her Covfin + eth about three Months, and then re- 
turned to her own Houſe ; where, when ſhe appeared 
with her Holy Burthen, to her Husband Jeſeph, and that 
he perceived her to be with Child, and knew that he ne- 
ver unſealed that Holy Fountain of Virginal Purity, he 
was troubled ; for altho' her Deportment had been pious 
and chaſte to a Miracle, her Carriage fo reſerved, as 
drove away all Temptations and impure Thoughts from 
thoſe that might ſee or converſe with her, yet he conſi- 
. dering only the Principles of Nature, was minded to put 
her away, but yet privily, becauſe he was a good Man, 
and knew her Piecy to be ſuch, that he {ſeemed to offer 

Violence to his S2nſe$, to believe what was viſible and 

plain, and would therefore do it privately. But while 

he thought on theſe Things, the Angel of the Lord ap- 

peared to him in a Dream, ſaying, Fo/eph, thou Son of 

| David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy Wiie ; for 

that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghoſt. And 

o/eph being raiſed from Sleep, did as the Angel of the 
rd had bidden him, and took unto him his Wife. 

The Holy Virgin could not but know that Foſepb 
would be zroobled with Sorrow and in.fecure Apprehen- 
fions concerning her being with Child ; but ſuch was her 
Innocency and ber Confidence in God, that ſhe held her 
Peace, expecting as we may ſuppoſe, which Way God 
would provide a Remedy for the Inconvenience : For if 
ve commit ourielves to God in Well-doing, as gato a 
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The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 17 
thful Creator, he will aſſert oar Innocency, and free 
5 from Scandal, if it be expedient ſor us; if it be not, 
vie vnot ht we ſhould deſire it 3 and accordingly this bleſ- 
Virgin was ſoon freed from the leaſt Guilt in this 
Wanſiaction. 
For [7o/eph was not haſty in the Execution of his Pur- 
e, nor in the determining of his Thoughts, but ſtood 
g in Deliberation, and longer before he acted in this 
idicus Manner, which had an Appearance of Rigour 
Severity: She wat ſirſt to live defam'd and be accus d 
blickly, and being conv cted by the Law, was to die, 
he had gone the ordinary Way: But he who was a 
t Man, which in the S. ile cf S:ripture and other wiſe 
riter, is a gcod, a chatitable Man, thought it more 
"Ih reeable to Jultice, to treat an offending Perſon with the 
| ſieſt Sentence, than ta pat Things to Extremity, and 
hel der tbe Perſon deſperate, and provoked by the worſt 
what ſhe could fear, but waved the killing Letter of 
Law, and ſecured his on Intereſt and his Juſtice 


2 „ by intending to diſmiſs her privately. But before 
GG. E Thing was irremediable, God ended his Doubts by 
at Heavenly Demonſtration, in ſending an Angel to re- 
5 al to him the Innocence of his Spouſe, and the Divi- 


y of her Son. Now altho' the Manner of his Con. 
ption, and the Meſſage or Annunciation made to his 
other by the Angel, depend principally upon the Re- 
ion and Credit of the Virgin herſelf, who only was 
be vy thereto, and upon the Teſtimony of Fo/eph, to 
zom it was revealed by the ſime Angel afterward; yet 
os ſidering the Circumſtarces of the Thing itſelf, name- 
he de Simplicity and Honeſty of the Reporters; and 
ic it was very unlikely that Jo/eph being Juit, as he is 
led, would have concealed a I hing ſo much againit 
ſelf, and againſt the Law, if he had not been fully 
ured of the T'ruth of the Affair. Again, the Innocent 
ze of the Bleſſed Virgin, who (St. 4u/tin and ether an- 
ot Fathers yrite) was not above fourtzen Years old at 
t Lime; all theſe Things make it very improbable, 
ihe would invent ſuch a Matter of herſcif ; _— | 
CA ERC nallys : 
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18 The Life gur Bleſſed Saviour. 
. rally, the firange Propheey that ſhe uttered in her C. 
ticla or Magnificat, and which we ſee now fulfi lled; t 
| beit, at that Time very unlikely, That all Nations ſh 
I call her Bleſſed, &c. All theſe Things conſidered f 
ly, demonſtrate the Truth of this Matter. | 


The Nativity of JESUS CHRIS 


1 


HE Holy Maid may be judged to long to be a gl 
Mother, expecting when the Son of Righteou 
neſs ſhould break forth from his Bed, where nine Mont! 
be had bid himſelf behind a fruitful Cloud, Abo 
the End of which, God, who in his infinite Wiſdon 
cauſes all Things to eo-operate to his Divine Pu 
poſes, brought the Holy Virgin to Bethlehem, the Ct 
of David, to be taxed, with her Husband Jh, puri 
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4; Nes Decree upon, all the World, publiſhed by - 


e Prophecy of Micah | might be fuffilled; And then 


eng the Princes of Judah, for out of thee ſhall come u 
owuernor that ſhall rule my People Iſrael. 


cauſe this Taxing ſeems wholly orde.ed by God, to 
or this Taxing was not in order to T'ribatgy + Herod 
aid a certain 'T'ribute to Auguſtus, as other Kings Wag 
Wr y his ſending Commiſſioners to tax every Ci y, in Ore 
age by it; but ſeems to be directe 
ules aud turns the Hearts of Princes, that he might, by 


and Birth of Jeſus. 


ut which happened 1 in this Juncture of Time, that 
zthlehem, in the Land of Jodah, art no! the leaf a- | 


This rare Act of Providence is highly remarkable, 

rve and miniſter to the Circur ſtancey of this Birth.” 
as now King, and received all the Revenues of Na, 
,4nces under the Roman Dominion did; bar this was" Þþ [ 
Wc: co make an Inqueſt of the Strength of. the Empire 
och in Men and Money, he Mig. no other Advans 


in it by bim wo 


erifying a Prophecy, ſignify and publiſh the Miſ.og 


When the tloly Virgin perceived that the ExpeQa- I | 


Wtion of the Nations was arrived at the very Dao of 


Revelation, ſhe brought forth the bleed Jeſus, and a 
though all the World were concerned in the Birth of this 
N great Prince, yet we do not read of any that minnted 
ſ 


ces of Humi.i ty and Poverty, naked as the Inhocence. 


repreiented by the Poet: 
On { wobo wer't the King of  Heaw'n ons anc, 
-Hew: poorly aver thou tended at thy Birth ; 1, 
g iz 8 auas thy Cradle, and a Stable ” Jaap 


bee, f Many 5 1 Tobl,.. 
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at it but the Angels And thus was Je us born of a WR. 25 | 
Mother, in a poor Place, in a cold Winter's Night. Aag'® 5 | 

from Home, among Strangers, with all the Circamftan=: £7 2 
of Adam, whom his Mother, after having cradled him 
in her Arms, took and wrapt in Swadling-cloaths, For 
io was the Deſign of his Humility, that as the laſt Scene 
of his Life was numbred au ong Thieves, ſo thr firlt 
among Beaſts, the Sheep and the Oxen ; which bs N 15 | 


4 


| 20 The i Liſe our Bleſſed — 
' Thieves were thy Cow tiers, and the Croſs thy Ibrone; 
"Thy Dyet Gall, -a Wreath of Thats thy Crown : 
All this the King cf Glory endur'd, — more, ; 
To make us Kings, that wore but Slaves before. * 
No Man therefore will have Cauſe to complain of his Nero 
Coarſe Cloathing, if he remembers the Swadling- c oaths Wy. 
of this Holy Child; nor be diſquieted at his hard Bed, Pai 
when he conſiders Jeſus laid in a Manger, nor be diſcon- . 
tented at his thin Table, when he calls to mind the King 
of Heaven and Earth was fed with a ittle Breaſt-milk. 
But fince the Eternal Wiſdom of the Father, who knew 
to chuſe the Gcod, and refuſe the Evil, did chuſe a Life 
ef Poverty ; it may demonſtrate to us, That Riches and 
Honours, theſe Idols in the World's Eſteem, are ſo far 
from creating true Felicity, that they are not to be reck- 
doned as real good Things; neither ought any one to be 
=. aſhamed of innocent Poverty, of which the Holy Jeſus 
| made Choice, and the Apoltles after him, made publick 
Profeſſion. 
Although the Birth: of Chriſt was deſtitute of the 
uſual and leſs neceſſary Pomps which generally illuſtrate 
the Birth of Princes, yet his firſt Humility was made 
3 with Preſages, Miracles, and Significations fram 
eaven, beſides thoſe already mentioned: All the 
World did expect, That in Judea ſhould be born their 
= true Prince, inſomuch that Auguſtus the Emperor, (as 
I have noted) about that very lime, refuſed to be cal- 
led Lord, which the Chriſtians were apt to believe, was 
1 by the Prophecy of a Female Prophet, called | 
Sibyt, foretelling the Birth of a greater Prince, to 
whom all the World ſhould pay Adoration, who at that 
bare was born in Fudea : And when the Oracle which 
Augufius conſulted, was ſtru k dumb, and would not 
n{wer any of the Queſtions he deſired to be reſolved in, 
75 told him unasked, That a Hebrew chat ſhould be 
"bo Lord and Enemy. 
The World being now at Peace, * the Temple i 6E 
War was ſhut up, the Erince of Peace was horm, and 


4 ane to reconcile God with Man, eng bie 


— 


Poother, by the Sweetneſs of his Example, and the In- 
aence of his holy Doctrine, That the Wolf and the 
amb ſhould lye down together. But becavſe the Hea- 
ens, as well as the Farth, are his Creatures, and do 
erve him ; at his Birth he received a Sign from Heaven 


paid to their common Lord, For as certain Shepherds 
ere keeping Watch over their Flocks at Night, near 
hat Part of the Country (as it i thought) where Faces 
uſed to feed his Cattle when he was in the Land of Ca- 
2an, the Angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
Dry of the Lord ſhone round about them, and they 


gel came arrayed in Glory, and cleathed their Perſons 


© Mderſtanding : But the Angel laid unto them, Fear nat, 
or I bring unto you glad Tidings of great Joy, which ball 


k W:- 7» all People, for unto you is born this Day in the City of © © 


David, a Saviour which is Chriſ the Lord, 5 
The Shepherds needed not any Invitation to ſee this 


gine he was a glorious Prince, the Angel told them a 
a Prince ſo poorly accommodated ; he ſays, This bal be 


a Sign unto you ; ye shall find the Babe æurapt in Swadlings 
Cloaths, lying in a Manger, N 


thoſe Perſons whoſe Affect ans are ſet upon the Pomps 


and Humility, are altogether removed from the un- 


r . eee 


mean as the Scribes and Phariſees were at our bleſſed 
Saviour's Simplicity; with theſt Men, is Weaknelfa 
mean Birth, an ignoble Stain, Beggary is a Scandal, 4nd 
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above, as well as in the Earth beneath, as an Homage 4 


were ſore afraid. And needs they muſt, when an Ale“ 


in a Robe of Light, great enough to confound their Un- 


The Angel brought the Meſſage to Shepherds, Perſons 8 3 
ir no ent, mean, and humble, who were more likely 7 
not to be ſcandaliz'd at the Poverty of the Meftas; for : 


and Vanities of this World, and are not uſed to Charity, | 
derſtanding cf ſpiritual Excellencies, and can reliſh 4 


nothing but the Grandeur of earthly Follies ; they are 
prejudiced with God himſelf if he appears poor and 


- the. Croſs An iunanſwerable Obje ion; but ihe Angel in- 
E B 2 | ang * 


wondrous Sight, but leſt their Expectation ſhould ima- 


Sign that might take of their Admitation to ſee ſo great. + f 


* - 


1 


Poor in Spirit, Deſpiſers of the World, fir cere in their 


_ contradiftory to the Simplicity and Poverty of the Birth 


» 
4. 


-,, $0ld unto them. | 


n &ivi y was glad Tidings of great Joy unto all People, 
_ . and that the Heavens declared the Glory of God, and 
we Fumament ſhew'd his Handy-work ; this wr 
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viting the poor Shepherds to Be:bleb:m, is an evident 
Intimation, that none are fit to come to Chriſt but the 


Hearts, without crafty or ſubtle Deſigns; and therefore 
the Angel did not bring the News to Herod, nor to the 
Seribes and Phariſers, whoſe ambirious Pr. j: &s were 


of Jeſus. 4 | 

The Angel having delivered this bleſſed Meſſage, ſud- 
deny there was with him a MJltitude of the He «ven'y 
Hoſt, whoſe Song was, Glory be to God on high, on 
Barth Peace, and Good-will toward Men: Reerring 


net only to the profound Peace, which at that Time all Wt" 


the World was in; but to the greateſt Peace which this IT 
new. born Piince ſhould make between his Father and pe 
all Mankind As ſoon as the'e heavenly Choiretters had Nef 
ended their glorious Hymn, they returned into Heaven, V 
and the Shepherds went to Bethlehem, to ſee this Thing Ne. 
which the Lord had made Ino vn to them And they WI”: 


came with Hatie, and found Mary and 7% b, ani the Nu 
Babe lying in a Manger. Having obſerved all to be ve- t 


rißed that the Angel had told them; and when they MW 4 
had ſeen it, their Nears were filled ſo with the Oyl of Wl © 
Giadneſs, that they ran over with Joy, and beang too 8 
big to be confined to their own Breaits, they commnni- if 
cated it to every one, and made known abroad the Say» il \ 
Ang which was told them concerning the Child. But. 
Mary having changed her firſt Joy into Wonder, kept MF * 


All theſe Sayings and pondered them in her Heart. And | | 


the Shepherds having ſeen and heard what the Angels . 
did upon the Publication of the News, learnt alſo to 
ing to the Honour of God, tor the Nativity of Chrilt ; 
For the Shepherds returned, gloritying and p aiſing God 
for all the Things that they had heard or ſeen, a> it was 


Rut the Angels had told the Shepherds, that the Na- 
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dent old Abroad, even to the Gentiles by a Sign from He- 
the Nen. For there was u Prophecy of Balaam, famous in 
beir Wall the Eaflern Country, and recorded by Moſes, Numb. 
fore Whcxiv. v7. There ſhall come a Star out of Jacob, and a 


the 
/ere 
irth 


Sceprer ſhall ariſe out of Iſtae]; out of Jacob ſhall eme he 
kat jþ :11 have Dominion. Which tho' in its firſt Senſe, 
it ſignified David, who was the Conqueror of the Ma * 
abites ; yet in a more myſlericus Senſe, it related totne 
Son of David: And in Expectation: af the Event of this 
Prophecy, the Arabians, the Son of Abrabam by Ketu- 
rah, who were great Students in Aſtronomy, and tl. S 
ng {MW Motions of the Planets, expected with much Sollicitude, 2 
all Wthe Revelation of a mighty Prince in Fudea, at ſuch & 
his MW Time as a miraculous and extraordinary Star ſhould ap- 

nd Wpear: And therefore, when Jeſus was born in Bethlebem 
ad ef Judia, in the Days of Herod the King, there came 
n, Wiſe Men, inſpired by God, and taught by their Sc. 7 
ng {MW eoce,. and perſuaded by Prophecy, from the Eaſt to Fe- "þ 
ey WM 7:/a/em, and asked conkdently, and in great Openneſs,. 2 
he under the Ear and Eye of a Tyrant Prince; bloody and. © 
e- Wtimorous, jealous and ambitious, here is he that ii borw © 
ey WI King of the Jews ! For we have ſeen his Star in the Eat, 
of Wl and are come to worſoip him. The Grerks ſuppoſe this- 
20 Star was an Angel, or ſuch a Pillar of Fire as went be⸗ 

i- 8 fore the Maelites by Night, during their Travels in the 

£2 Wilderneſs. 

at Theſe Eaſtern Princes, of whom St. Cyprian ſays; It 

Xt was an old Tradition cf. tbe Church, that they were 
d Kings, or rather little Lords of particular Places, (ikke 
ls thoſe of whom Jeſbua ſlew Thirty in one Battle) de- 
0 clared the My fleriouſneſs of the Star, and that it was no 
Prodigy or Comet, toretelling Diſcaſes, Plague, War, 
and Death, but only the happy Birth of a molt excel-- 
lent Prince,. yet it broughc Afﬀcightment to Herod (aud 
all F*ruſa/em with him) who when he heard that a King 
was to be born in Judea, thought he ſnould be diſpollelt 4 
of his uſurped Poſleſſion of the Kingdom. PAO ons 
For Jeſepbus relates, That his Father named Antipa- _ 7 
ter, was an Jaume an, and that Herod being a well money 
8 B 3 Man, 
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= Means to get Antigonus into his Hands, and murdered 


24 The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour... 
Man, induſtrious, factious, and well accompliſhed, he 
was in great Favour with the Romans, and by his rare 
Qualities. he at length married the Daughter of Hir. 
\canus, Ring of Tudea, who deſcended lineally from the 
Houſe cf Dawid, and Tribe of Fudea. Hircanus being 
afterward defeated ima Battle by the Perfians, they car. 
ried him Captive into that Country; hereupon Heros 
haſtens to Rome, and by the Favour f Mark Anthony 
and Auguffus, he was created King of 7udea by the Se- 
nate of Rome, although Hircanus and his three Sons, 
ntigonus, Alexander, Ariſiobulus, and divers others © 
the Royal Blood, were all alive; but he ſoon found 


him, with his younger Brother Arifobulus, his Wife 
Mariemne, the Daughter of Hircanur, and his three 
Sons, all of the Royal Houſe of Judab, he likewiſe 
ſlew Forty of the principal Noblemen, and all the San- 
bedrim, or ſeventy. two Senators of the ſame Tribe; he 
killed the chief of the Sect of the Phariſees ; be burnt 
the Genealogies of all the Kings and Princes of Fudah, 
and hired an Hiſtorian to draw out a Pedigree from his 


Progenitors, as if they were deſcended from the ancient | 


Kings of Judab, he fold the High Prieſthood to Stran- 
gers, and made ſuch Havack of Fudah, as no Part of 


Government or Dignity romained in any of them. And | 


at this Time Jeſus, of the ſame Houſe, and Line of 
Judab, was born in Bethlehem. 


Now Herod imayining that an Heir was ſent from 


Heaven to challenge the Kingdom, who brought a Star | 


and the Learning of the Zaft with him, as Evidence and 
Credentials of his Title ; reſolved, if poſſible, to defeat 
the Decrees of Heaven, either by Policy or Violence; 
and calling the chief Prieſts and Scribes of the People to- 


1 gether, he ſcund they all determined, that Bethlehem of 


Judah was the Place deſigned by ancient Prophecy, and 
God's Decree, where Chriſt ſnould be born: Next, he 
inquired privately of the Wiſe Men, what Time the Star 


. appeared, which had no regular Motion according to the 


Ccurſe of Nature, but guided the Magi in their Jai 
8 "bc | '; 5k 
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> . The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 29 
d, hefWney, ſo that it ſtood» when they flood, and moved not 
s rare when they reſted, making no more Haſte than they did 


Hir. N who carried much of the Buſineſs and Employment f 
n the the Star along with them. And they having fſatished 
being him in his Queſtions, he ſent them to Bethlehem, with * 
car Iaſtroctions to ſearch diligently for the young Child, and 
Ter of to bring him Word, pretending that he would come and 
thorny worſhip him alſo. | 


The Wiſe Men proſecuted the Buſineſs of their Jour 
ney, and having heard the King, they departed, and the 
s off Star (which as it ſeems, ſtill attended their Motion) f 
und went before them, until it came and ſtood over where 
ered the young Child was; where when they {aw the Star, 1 
vife they rejoiced with exceeding great Joy. Such a Joy as 
reef wearied Travellers find, when they are come to the End 
viſe of their Journey, or entring their Inn. A Joy of Na- 
an- ture, of Wonder, and Religion, and their Spirits being 
he heightned with Expectation, they ran into the Houle, 
rnt where they ſaw the young Child with Mary his Mother, 
2% ard poilibly they might be under ſome Surprize, het. 
his inſtead of Pomp and Gaiety, they ſaw the great King's 
nt Throne to be a Manger, a Stable his Chamber of Pre- 
n- ſence, a thin Court, and no M nifters, and the Kirg 
| himſe!f a pretty Babe, and but chat be had a Srar over 

his Head, nothing to diſtinguiſh him from the Miſeries 
of a poor empty Fortune. »:*.. 
This did not ſcandalize thoſe Wiſe Perſons, but be- 
ing convinced by that Teſtimony from Heaven, and the 
Union of Circumſtances, they fell down and worſhipe: 
ped him; after the manner of the Eaftern People, when 
they pay Veneration to their Kings, not with a Saluta- 
tion and Bicfing in Words only, but they bring Preſents, 

and come into bis Courts; for when they had open'd their 

"Treaſures, they preſented unto him Gifts, Gold, Frank- 

- incenſe and Myrrh. Seeming to declare their Faith by 
three Articles in this Oblation : By Gold, that he was a2 
a King, by Incenſe, that he was a God, and by Myrrh, 

.- that he was a Man: Or-as others imagine, that it "there 
wes any Myliery 6 Gold might 6 4 
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* Incenie were proper) in their Addreſſes to their Gods, 


: 


| ; s ſſumed the Nature of ſinful Man, who had broken the 


ig of the Child, he expoſed his tender Body to the 


= 
5 

> * 
> 


Offerings and Adorat ion, being warned in their Sleep 


daveable Con, ition, by fulfi ling his Father's precep tire 


juſt Deſervings of its Prevarications; he therefore ad. 
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Acts of Mercy ; Myrrh, the Chaſtity of M nd, or Pe 
rity of our B dies, to the Incorrupticn of wh.ch Myrr 
is eſpecially initrumental, and by its Incenſe, our Pray 
ers, as the moſt proper Preſents to the Honour and Ser. 
vice of this young King; but whatever Mens Opinio 
were, the Act of Adoration was direct and religious, th 
Myrrh was medicinal to his terder Body; and Incenſ: 
poſſibly then was neceſſary in a Sable, the firſt Threne 
of his Numi'ity, and the Gold was a good Antidote 2. 
$i the preſent Indigencies of his Poverty : Such Pre- 


nts as theſe were uſed in all the Ea (eſpecially in Ara. 
b and Saba, to which the Growth of M rrh and Frank- 


and to their Kings, with which under the Veil of Fleſh, 
they worſhipped the Eternal Word, the Wiſdom of God 
under Infant Innccency, the Almighty Power in fo great 
Weakneſs, and the Height of Majeſty, and Divine 
Glory, under the Lowneſs of human Nac ure. 

When the Wiſe Men had paid the Tribute of their 


by an Angel, not to return to Herod, they returned into 
their own Courtry snother Way, ful'y ſatisficd of the 
Truth of what they had heard and ſcen, and taught by 
this rare Demonſtration which was made by Chriſt, that 
Man's Happineſs did not at all conſiſt in the Afluence of } 
world'y Riches, Poſſeſſions, and windy Honour, having 
ſeen the Eternal Son of God poor and weak, and un- 
cloathed of all exteriour Ornamente, they renounced the 
World, and retired into che Receſſes of Religion, and 
the Delight of Science. 

And now the bleſſed Saviour of the Wcr'd, having 


Divine Command:s, he was to put that Nature into a 
Will, ard then to reconcile it actually, by ſuffering the 


&reſies himſelf to all the Parts of an active Obedience, 
and when eight Days were accompliſhed for the circum- 
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ircumciſing-Kniſe, and ſhed his Blood in Props, giv- 
ng an Earneſt of thoſe Streams of Blood which he did 
afterwards pour cut, for the cleanſing of human Nature, 
and extinguiſhing the Wrath of God, He had no Sin,. 


or was @unceived by natural Generation, and could 
t have no Stains in Soul or Body, which need be cleanſed 


enſ: by this Myſtery, neither indeed do we find it expreſſed 
ore that Circumciſion was ordained for Pardon of Original 
5 Sin, though it is preſumed ſo; but ir was inſtituted to 


be a Seal cf a Covenant between God and Mrabam, and q 
1 4 
} 


. his Poſterity ; a Seal of the Rightecuineſs of Faith, and. 
5 thereſore was nut improper for him to ſuffer, who wag © 
che Child of Abraham, and who was the. Prince of tb 
1h, Covenant, and the Author and. Finiſher of that Faith, 
which was promiſed to Abraham in Circumciſion; but 
ſo myſterious were all the Actions of Jeſus, that this one 
ſerved many. Ends. For 1, It gave Demonſtration of the 
Verity of. Human Nature. 2. Hereby he began to fal- 
fl the Law. z. It took from himſelf the Scandal of Un. 
circumciſion, which would eterna ly have prejudiced the 
Fes againit the Entertainment and Communicn with 
him. 4. He then took upon bim that Nature which 
declared him to be the Saviour of the World; which was 
as it were finiſhed in the Blood of the Circumcifion, For- 
when the eight Days were accompliſhed, his Name was 
called J:ſus : This Name his Parents impoſed upon him, 
which the Angel told to his Mother, a Name above every. 
Name, for in old Time God was known by the Names 
of Power, of Nature, of Majeiy, but his Name of 
Mercy was reſerved till now, when God did purpoſe to. 
pour out the whole Treaſure of his Mercy, by the Mis. 
niſtry of his Holy S2. "EM 
But this Holy Family longed. till, they, might be pets 
mitted. to addreſs to the Temple, that there they might: 5 
preſent the Holy Bibe to his Father, in his own Houſe ß 
for though while he was a Child, be did differ nothing 
from a Servant, yet he was Lord of the Place, it being 
his Father's, Houſe, and indeed, Lord of all. There- 
fore, when the Days of the Purification were acm 
n „ HP Wed. 


| 
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pliſhed, they brought him to em, to preſent him 
io the Lord, to whom he was holy, as being the firſt. born 
of his Mother, the only begotten Son of his Father, and 
the firit-born of every Creature; and tney did with him 
©. according to the Law of Moſes, offering a Pair of Tur- 
tle Doves for his Redemption. | 
And as there was no publick Act about this holy 
Child, but it was attended by ſomething miraculous and 
extraordinary; at this Inſtant the Spirit of God direct- 
ed Simeon, a holy Perſon into the Temple, that he 
© m1 ght be ſenſible of the fulfilling of a Prophecy made 
b himſelf, That before his Death he might behold the 
| Lord Chriſt, and embrace the Glory and Conſolation of 
#/ ael, and the Light of the Gentiles in his Arms; and 
+ accordingly he ſpake glorious Things of that Child, and 
Things alſo glorious concerning his Mother; That the 
= Child was ſent for the Riſing and Falling of ae, for 
a Sign that ſhould be ſpoken againſt ; and the Bitterneſs 
of that Contradiction ſhould pierce the Heart of his 
= Holy Virgin Mother like a Sword ; that her Joys might 
bea little allayed with the preſent Revelation of her fu- 
ture Trouble. s 
Old Aran the Propheteſs came alſo in, full of Years 
© and Joy, and found the Reward of her inceſſant Prayers 
nd Faſting in the Temple, the long look'd for Redemp- 
Bon of ae being now preſent, and ſhe with her Eyes 
BR Jaw the Light of the World, the Heir of Heaven, the 
= long expected Mas, whom the Nation had deſired, 
send waited for, till their Hearts were faint, and their 
=_— Eyesdim, as doubting he would be long in coming; ſhe 
eo prophecied and gave Thanks unto the Lord. But 
\ Jaſeph and his Mother marvelled at thoſe Things which 
- were ſpaken of him, and Mary having received the 
= g:catet Favours that any of the Daughters of Adam ever 
did, and knowing from whence, and for whoſe Glory 
he had received it, returned the Holy Jeſus in a Pre- 
ſent to God again, for ſhe had nothing io precious as 
binſelf to make Oblation of; and becauſe by the aW 
, every fatl-born among che Males was 10 e 
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_ The Lifzof our Bleſſed Saviour. 29 
koly to the Lord, the holy Mother brought a Pair of 
Turtle-Doves or Pigeons, to redeem the Lamb of God 
from the Anathema, becauſe every firſt-born was to be 
offered to God, or redeemed if it was clean. This was 
a poor Man's Price, and the bleſſed Jeſus was never va- 
Jucd at a higher Rate while he was upon Earth. For 
he that was Lord of the Univerſe, choſe his Portion 
among the Poor of this World, that he might advance 
the Poor to the Riches of his Inheritance; for at his 
Birth he was poor, at his Circumcifion poor, like the 
Likeneſs of a Sinner; at his Preſentation poor, like a 
Sinner and a Servant, for he choſe to be redeemed at a. 
very mean Price. p 
Herod having long waited for the Return of the Wiſe 
Men, to give him Directions where to fird the Child, 
that his Sword might do certain Execution upon him, 
when he ſaw he was mocked of them, he was exceeding; 


Wrath: And tho' he believed the Divine Oracles, ſore- 


telling that a King ſhoald be born in Beth/c hem, yet his 
Ambition made him ſo ſtupid, that he attempted to can 
cel the Decree of Heaven. For if he did not believe 
the Prophecies, why was he troubled ? If he did be 
leve them, how could he poſſibly hinder the Errand, 
which God had foretold himſelf would certainly bring 
to paſs ?. And therefore fince Providence had prevented 
him from bathing his own Sword in the Blood of the 
Bleſſed Child, he reſolved to ſend a Sword of Indiſeri- 
mination and Confuſion, hoping that if he ki.led allthe 3 
Babes of Bethlehem, this young King's Reign would alfa 
ſoon determine. He therefore ſet forth and flew all 3 
the Children that were in Beiblebem, and in all ch 
Coaſts thereof, from two Years old and under, according 
to the Time which he had diligently enquired of the Wiſe 
Men; for this Execution was in the Beginning of the 
ſecond Year after Chriſt's Nativity, as in all Probability 2 
we guels,. not at the two Years End, as ſome ſup ſe > 
becaule as his Matice was ſubtle, ſo he intended it ſhould 


be ſecure, and was near the Time of his Computation 
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30 Thu Life of eur Bleſſed Saviour, 
paſſion was taken at the dreadful Shrieks of the Mo- 
ther, no tender-heaned Soldier was employ'd ; no hard. 
hearted Perſon was ſoftned by the weeping Eyes and 

iteous begging Looks cf thoſe Mothers, that wondred 
Ek it was poſſible for any to hurt their pretty Suckling*, 
there was no Protection, no Defence againſt thoſe ſavage 
Bu chers, no Indulgence to any; inſomuch that Herod 
cauſed: his own Child, which was at Nurſe in the Coaſt 


to Bethlehem to bleed to Death, (who as Phi the Few 


—_ 7. 0 | 

WW writes) was deſcended by his Mother's Side of the Tribe 
of 7425, which barbarous Cruelty being told to Au 
gu /ius, he faid, That in Hered's Family, it were better 
| to be an Hog than = Son, fince being a Few, he was 
= forbid to kilf or eat Swines Fleſh, though he was not 
= tihamed ts murder his Child: The Sword being thus 
made ſharp by Hereds Commiſſion, ſlaughter'd Fourteen 
= Thouſand innocent Infants (as the Greeks in their Calen- 
= dar, and the Agent, of Ethiopia, do com y 
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The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 31 
eir Litergy: For Herod crafiy and malicious, that 16, 
finiſh'd 1 yrant, had cauled all the Children to be 
rought together, which che poor ciedulous Me bers 
ppoſing waz only deſigned to take an Account ot their 
ge and Number, in order to lay ſome Tax uponevery 
1ead, unknowingly ſuffer'd themſelves and. their Babes 
o be betray'd to an irremediable Butchery. Then was 
uifilled what was ſpoken of by Jeremiah the Prophet, 
aying, Lamentation and Ierping and great: Mourning, 
Rachel wueeping for ber Children, and wwoull not be cim. 
orted. All the Inſtances of Sadneſs were little enough 
o expreſs the great Weeping, when Fourteen Thouſaad 
Mothers in one Day, ſaw their pretty Babes pouring forth 
heir Blood into that Boſom, whence not long beſore they 

ad fucked Milk, ard initead of thoſe pretty Smiles, 
which uſe to endear their Affections, nothing but afftight- 
ing Shrieks and. pale ghaſtly Locks, The Munng was 
great, like the Mourning in the Valley of Hiznn, and 
there was ro Comforter ; their Sorrow was too deep ta 
receive any preſent Conſolation, and nothing but leng h 
of Time could allay their wocſul Grief. 2 

But the Malice of Hered went ſarther, into the Hil- 
Country, and hearing that great Things were ſpoken f, 
John (called the Baptiſt) the Sou of Zachary, as if 3 
he was deſigned to tome eminent Miriitry about this 
great Prince, he deſigned to make void the Prophecies 


wheie he continued till the Time appointed for his Ma- 


concerning him alſo, and ſent a Meſſenger of Death c 
find him out. But the Mother's early Care prevented” 
his Deſign, by coaveying her Son into Deſart Places, 


niſeſtation unto acl : But as the Children of Bethlehem | 


died in the Stead of Chriſt, ſo did the Father of tbe 


Baptiſt die for his Child; for Herod flew Zachary be- 
tween the Temple and the Altar, becauſe he retuſed to 
betray his Son to the Fury of that raging Beat, though. 
ſome eminent Primitive Chriſtians had a Tradition, that © 
a Place being ſeparated in the Temple for Virgins, Za. 


chary ſuffer d the Bleſſed Virgin to abide there afier the 


Birth of the Holy Jeſus, affuming ber to be Rill a Vi- 
„ 8 8 | Ss ia, 
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4 32 'The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 5 
gin, and that for this Reaſon, not Herod, but the Scri rf 
and Phariſees did kill Zachary. 
Tertullian reports that the Blood of Zachary had 
beſmeared the Stones of the Pavement, which was t. 
Altar the good Prieft was facriticed on, that no Art 10 
Induſtry could waſh the Tircture out, the Dye and Gui 
being both indelible ; and if becauſe God did intend 
exact of that Nation, all the Blood of righteous Perſon 
From Abel to Zacharias, who was the laſt of the Ma: 
tyrs of the Synagogue, he wou'd bear a Character d 
their Guilt in their Sight, to vpbraid their Irreligior 
Cruelty and Infidelity. Some there are, who affirm 
that thoſe Words of our Bleſſed Saviour do nat relate to 
any Zachary who had been already ſlain, but to a Pro- 
phecy of the laſt of all the Martyrs of the Feu, who 
ſhou'd be flain immediately before the Deſtruction of the 
"laſt Temple, and the Extermination of their Nation. 
Certain it is, that ſuch as Zachary, the Son of Baruch (fe: 
we may believe Jeſpbu.) was ſlain in the Middle of tue Wp, 
Temple, a little before it was deltroyed; and it is agree. to 
_ abc to the Nature of the Prophecy, and the Reproot Wo 
bere given by our Bleſſed Saviour, That from Ae to Wl 1, 
Zachary, ſheuld take in all the righteous Blood, from It 
Firit to laſt, till the Iniquity was compleat ; and it is Wl, 
not imaginable that the Blood of our Bleſſed Lord, and f 
the Apollle St James, for whoſe Death many of the 
JF were of Opinion God deſtroyed their City, ſhould ; 
Y 6 dee left out of the Account, which would certainly be, . 
if any other Zachary ſhould be meant than he whom Ii, 
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= they laſt flew ; and therefore St Cyprian expounds what 
we read in the paſt Senſe, to fignify the Future, and 
TY 4 inſtead. of ye ſlew, reads, ſhall flay, according to the 

Stile often uſed by Prophets, and as ſometimes an un- 
Certain Signification will bear. 

But the firſt great Inſtance of the Divine Vengeance 
from thoſe Executions was upon Herod, who in a very 
few Years after, was ſmitten of God with ſo many 
Plagues and Tortures, that himſelf above ſeemed like an 
 Hoipical of Incurables ; for be was termented with 4 
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De Life of eur Bleſſed Saviour, 33 
ft Now Fire, like that of Burning Iron in his Boy; 
his Bowels with intolerable Cholicks and Ulcers; in 
s ſhameful Parts with Worms; in his Feet with Gout; 
his Nerves with Convulſions, Difficulty of Breathing, 
nd out of divers Parts of his Body iſſued out ſo noiſome 
Icerous a Stench, that the Loathſomneſs, Pain, ard 
ndignation, made him once ſnatch up a Knife with 
urpoſe to have killed himſelf, but that he was pre- 
ented by a Nephew of his who then attended him, but 
he Heart of Herod was only the more hardened by ths 
oads of Divine Wrath, God began his Hell here, and 
he Pains of Hell never made any Man lefs wicked. For 
Herod perceiving that he muſt now die, firlt put to 
Death his Son Antipater, under pretence that he would 
have poiſoned him; and that the laſt Scene of his Life, 

ight, for curſed Malice, and exalted Villany, out-do 
all the reſt, becauſe he believed the F-2vish Nation would 
rejoice at his Death, he aff-rabled all che Nobles of the 
People, and put them in Priſon; giving ſtrict Charge 
to his Siſter Salome, that when he was at the Point of 
Death, they ſhould all be ſlain, that his Death might be 
lamented with a real and univerſal Sorrow. But God 
that brings to naught the Councils of wicked Princes, 
turned the Deſign againſt the Intendment "of Herod; 7 
for when he was dead, and could not call his Sitter tio 
Aecount for difobeying his bloody and unrighteous Come 
mands, ſhe releaſed all the impriſoned and 2 
Gentlemen, and made the Day of her Brother's Dat 
a perfect Jubilee, a Day of Joy, ſuch as that when the 
Jews were delivered from the Violence of Haman, in 
the Diys of Purim. 

All this while God had provided a Sanctuary for the 
holy Child Jeſus, who ſeeing the ſecret Purpoſes of Blood 
which Herod had contrived, ſent his Angel, who appear- 
ed to Fo/eph in a Dream, ſaying, Ariſe and take the 
young Child and his Mother, and fly into Egypt, and be 
there until ] bring thee Word. For Herod will ſeek the 
goung Child to d:firoy him. Then he aroſe and took the 
young Child and his Mother by Night and apy”. i 
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o,. Jiſiob and Mary inſtantly aroſe, and witho 
”enquiring how they ſhall live there, or when they ſh: 
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the Prophecy of {/aiah, Behold, the Lord ſhall come int 


aden Ketwrp, nor dihiuftſul of Divine Providence, ” 


— 


** 


ppb Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 


return, or how be ſecored, or what Accommodat ic 
they ſhall ha ve in their Journey, but in the Night the 
began their. Pilgrimage with the Chearfulneſs of Obedi 
ence, and the Confidence of Hope, and the Joys of Love 
knowing themſelves ſufficiently recompenced for all thy 
'Trouble they could endure, by being Inftruments of tte 
Safety of the Holy Jelus. Ine ancient Fathers ſay, they 
made their firft Abode in Hermopolis, in the Country o 
7 hebais, whither when they firtl arrived, the Child je- 
ſus, being by Deſign of Providence, carried into a Tem. 
ple. all the Statues of the Idol Gods fell down, like 
Dagon a: the Preſence of the Ark, and ſ.ffered their 
timely and juſt Diſſolution and Diſhoncur, according toe 


Egypt, and the Tavis of Egypt ſhall be m:wed at bis Pre- 
fence. And in the Lite of the Prophet J. emiab, writ- 
ten by Epiphanizs, it 15 reported, that he told the E-yp+ 
tian P.ieits, | hat their iduls ſhould be bruken to piece, 
when a Holy Virgin with ber Child, ſhould enter into be 
their Country, which Prophecy, poſſibly might be the ol 
Cauſe that the Egyprians, beſides their vain idols and bi 
ſeiſe G de, did worlhip alſo an Infant in a Manger, 8 
and a Virgin in her Bed. pl 
From Hermopolis to Maturea theſe Holy. Pilgrims J 
went for their Safety and Subſiſtance, where it was re- q 


. they dwelt in a Garden of Balſam, till Jo/eph Ml © 
e 


ing at the End of ſeven Years (as it is commoniy be. 0 
lic vec) aſcertained by an Angel of the Death of Herod, Wl © 
and commanded to return to the Land of J/rae/, he was ill * 
obedient to the Heavesl, Viſion and returaed ; but bear- 
ing that Arcbe/aus reigned in his Father's ſtead, and 
knowing the Cruelty and Ambition of Herod was here- 


ditary, or intailed upon his Son, he was warned to turn 


aide to the Parts of Galilbe, under che juriſdiction of 
Philip, the Son cf Herod alſo, where Archelaus had. no 
Authority; the Holy Family were not ſollicitous about 
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I of Poverty, danctity, and Con ent, waited G *. 
ime, at the Keturn of which God de ay'd not to rech 
em from Fxile, out of Egypt he called his Son, a&d Y 
ire cted Fojeph's Fear and Courſe, that he ſhould drive 

> a Place free from Danger. And the ſame Providence 
30d expreſſes to all ſincere Chriſtians, and will free 
hem from all their Pains, Sorrows, and Troables, if 
hey wait his good Time, and in the mean while do their 
Duty, and depend upon his Afſillarce ; the Holy J'fus 
a ing gore bef re them, will aid them, and at 1 
make their Condition efernally happy, 

From the Return of this Holy Family to Judea, and 
heir Hatitation in Nazareth, till the Ble ſſed Child Jeſus 
was Twelve Years of Age, we have nothing tranſmitted 
to us ef a®y authentick Record, but that they went to 
Feruſalem every Year at the F eaſt of the Paſſover. And 
when Jeſus was twelve Years old. and was in the Holy 
City, attending upon the Paſchal Rites and ſolemn S icri- 
fices of the Law, his Parents having ful filled their Days 
of the Feaſt, went home ward, ſuppoſing the Child had 
been in the Caravan among his Friends, going before a 
whole Day's Journey; and when they ſought and found 
him not, they returned to Feruſalem, full of Tears and 
Sorrow, and for three Days couid not find him, at leng h 
entring into the Temple to pray to God, who knew thr 
Deſire, changed ther Sorrow into Joy and Wender, for 
there he Mo ber found the Holy Son fitting in the midſt 
cf the Dectors, both hearing them and asking them 
Q eſtions, and when they ſaw him, they were amazed, 
and ſo were all that heard him, at his Underitandirg and 
Anſwers, beyond his Edueation, beyond his Experience, 
bey ond his Years, and even beyond the common Attaine 
ments of the beſt Men, diſcourfing with the, Spirit of a 
Prephet, the Demonſtration of an Angel, and the Heighta 
of In{piration, for here in the very lite ral Senſe, God 
out of the Mouths of Babes ordained Strength. 

Glad were the Parents of the Child to find him ini i. 
ated with a M. acle, and when he gave them an Acco int 
Io his Empluy:irert, which they underſtood not, 9 . 
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_ Sayings in her Heart: And he went down with ther 


Jeſus increaſed in Wiſdom, and Stiture, and in Fav: 


try, Elizabeth carried her Son John the Baptiſt, in 


he ſled from the Rage of Abab, ſo to this Child, 
who came in the Spirit of Elia, to make Demon- 
ration that there can be no Want ner  D wger, 


* * 


Hero is it that ye ſought mt ? Ni ye not tat I nuf 
about my Father's Buſineſs. But Mary kept all th 


an1 came to Nazareth, and was ſvbie&t unto them A. 


with God and Main; and no doubt lived in all Holin 
and Humility, thewing great Signs of Wiſdom, z 
the eby endeared himſelf to all that beheld his Cu 
verſation, and confirmed them in the Expectation w hit 
his miracuious Birth had created of him; increaſing | 
Proportion to his great Beginnings to a miraculous FE 
cellency of Grace, Sweetneſs of Demeanour and Exce 
lency cf Underſtanding. ; 

When Herod had drunk fo deep-a Draught of Bloc 
at Beth]ehem, and ſought for more from the Hill-Cou 


the Wilderneſs, there in the Deſart Places to hide fro 
the Fury of that Beaſt, where queſtionleſs ſhe aitende 
him with as much Care and Tenderneſs, as the Aff. Qi 
ons and Fears of a Mother could expreſs in thoſe bar 
ren Solitudes: It is recorded, That the Child was 2. 
beut eight Months old when he firſt fled to this me. 
lancholy Suctuary, but after Forty Days his Mothe: 


which happened abcut this Lime, in the Court of th: 
Temple ; fo thar the Child \ as expoſed to all the 


died, and his Father! Zachary was flain at his M.nittration, g 
] 
{ 
{ 


Dangers and Infelicities of an Orphan, in a Place 


cf Sol itaripeſe and Diſcomfort, in a Time when a 
bloody King meditated his Deſtruction; but when 


bis Father and M ther were taken trom bim, the 


Lord teok bim up. For the Greeks have a Tradition, 
That God deputed an Angel to be his Guardian 
and Ncur;ſher, as he had formerly done to 1:hmar!, 
who dwelt in the Wilderneſs; and to Elias, when 
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et ere God urdertakes the Care and Proviſion for his 
| th ildren. 

1 the | . 

M The Entertainment that he met with in the Wilder. 
* ſs, was ſuch as might diſpoſe him to a Life of 

On 


uſtetity, to holy Contemplations, Prayers, and Com- 
onion witn God; his Raiment being of Camel's 
air, with a Leathern Girdle about his Loins, and 


big: Meat was Locuſts, and wild Honey: And thus he 
ing ontinuedeutill he was about Thirty Years of Age, 
25 nd then, in the Fifteenth Year of Tiberius, Pontius 
ce 


„ate being Governor of Juda. the Word of God 
ame unto 70% in the Wilderneſs, and he came in- 
o all Judia, preaching and baptizing. This Joba, 
according to the Prophecies of him, and the Deſigna- 
ion of his Perſon by the Holy Ghoſt, was the Fore. 


atertainment, and prepare his Ways; whom all the 
nde 3 5 Writers of that Time, mention with exceed- 


1s 2. % Man, cf whom it was written by the Prophet Mala 


me. . by, Beho/d I wvill ſend my Menger, and he ſhall pre- 


cher pare the Way before me. It was therefore neceſſary 
io that he ſhould be a Perſon ef conſummate Virtue and 
Holireſ, that the Purity cf his Life might gain C e- 
dit and Reputation to the Teltimozy he was to give 
concerning his Lord, the Saviour ot the Wer. Which 
happened accordingly. 


For as the Baptift while he was in the Wilder 
neſs, be came the Pattern of a fol.tary, contemplative 
Life, and an Example of Sanctity and ſingular Aue 
rity; fo when he appeared to the World, he ſeemed: 
en to be a very extraordinary Man, and the Wonders 
„ which wete great at his Birch, and the Prediction of 
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runner of Chriſt, ſent to diſpoſe the People for his 


«Chi ing Praiſe; and Foſ- phus WhO lived ſoon aſter the 4 
bar. N Death of Chriſt, ſays, That he was a moſt excellent 


bis Conception, which had never before happened, but 
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Ft Violent take it by Force For now. the Goſpel began 
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| Preaching, created ſo high an Opinion of him in tt 


Mercy the Publicans to do Jultice, and oppreſs no 
Man; the Soldiers to abſtain from Plundering,. Vio. 


Stone in this Spiri:ual Building, in Mortiñcation, Se. ſ- 


thoſe orly who by bearing the Croſs ſhuuld obtain the 


younger Brothers, the Gentiles ſhould ſnatch the Inberi- 


in the Perſons of aac and Sampſon, the Contempt 
the World, his mortiſied Countenance and Deportmer: 
his aullere and ſolitary Liſe, his vehement and zeal 


People, that they held bim for a Prophet, and a ra 
Example of an holy Life ; and that was rendred my 
awful by his ſolemn Baptiſm, whereby he ſo prevail! 
that he made apt and admirable Preparations for thy 
Lord's appearing, for there went out to him Feru/alc; 
and ail 7ud.a, and all the Regions round about Zoran 
and were baptized of him, confeiling their Sins B 
theſe Heavenly Means he ſo won upon the Affection 
of all Men, that his Sermons and Teflimony concerning 
Chriſt were the more prevalent and acceptable; th 
Sum of his Diſcourſes tending to perſuade them to repen 
of their Sins, and to bring forth the Fruits of an holy 
Life; he was a ſevere Reprehendey of the Phari/ees and 
Sadducees ; he exhorted the People to do Works af 


Jence and Rapire; and publickly declaring that he. was 
not Chriſt, that he only baptized with Water ;. bat the 
Holy Jeſus ſhould baptize with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
with Fi:e, and finally derounced Eternal Wrath ard 
Pupiſhinent to all that were impenitent; and from thu 
Day forward, that is, from the Day of Jebn Baptiſt, 
the Kingdom of Heaven ſuffered Violence, and the 


to dawn, Jobn being like the Morning Star, foretelung 
the Approach of the Sun of Righteouireſs 3 for as Saint 
John the Baptif? lay'd the frit rough and unhew'd 


denia),-and doing Violence to our Natural Affectioas, 
ſo the Maſter- builder himſe f continued abe ſame, by 


propounding the Glos ies of the Heavenly Kingdom, to 


ſame. Now was the Lime that Multitudes ſhould throng 
and crowd to enter into the Sircight Gate; and the 
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ce from the eus our elder Brothers; Strangers from 
ztives 3 the Publicans and Harlots from the Serrbes 
d Pha iſees, who like vislent Perſons, ſhall by their 
portunity, Obedience, Watchfulneſs, and Dl1ipence, 
ia the Kingdom trom them to whom it was firſt offered, 
Jacob ſhall be loved, and Eſau bated. 

From the Diſpu atien of jeſis with the Doctors, to 
e Time of his Munife!tation to ae, which was 
do t eighteen Years, the Holy Child dwelt in Naza» 
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th, in great Obedience to his Patents, working, as 18 
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Y Eſuppoſed, with his Hands in his ſappoſed Father Fo/pr's 

0 WW Trade, for the Support of his own and his Mother's 

© Wl Neceſſities, and that he might bear the Curſe of Adam, 

bat in the Sweat of bis Brows, he foruld eat his Bread 

> WD But neu- the full Time being come, he took his Leave of 

* I kis Mother and his Employment, to begin his Fatbegs 
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N I * - Inauguration and Proclamation of the M. at, when he 


= ee its deareſt Intereſis are de- 
dad deſt Accidents which uſually 6iſcompoſe our Peace, | 
well, there alſo Peace and .Sanftity, Meekneſs and 
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Werk, and his Pr phetical Office, in order to the Ri b). 
demption of the World ; and when John was baptizir m 
in Jordan, Jeſus came to Fob to be baptized of hin r, 
And though the Baptiſt had never ſeen his Face, be the 


cauſe they had been from their Infancy driven to ſeveri 
Places, and deſgned to ſeveral Offices, yet the Hy) 
Ghoſt immediately inſpired John with a diſcerning 
knowing Spirit, ſo that at bis firſt Arrival he knew him 
and did him Worſhip ; ſo that when ſeſus deſired to þ 


? 


© Paptized, Jobs forbid him, ſaying, 7 have need to | 


Je 
baptized of thee, and com ft thou o 1m! But our Bieſſei W 
Saviour, who told For that he came to ſulfill all Right en- 
ouſneſs, would receive that Rite which his Father haf NM 
inſtituted in order to the Maniſeſtation of his Son; an ti 


by this Baptiſm he became known to Jo/r, ſo that nos 
he pointed at his Perſon in his Sermons and Diſcourſes 
and by calling him the Lamb of God, prophecy'd of hit 
Paſh>n, and declared him to be the World's Redeemer, 
and the Sacrifice for Mankind. 

As ſoon as John had performed his Miniſtry, and 
Jeſus baptized, he prayed, and the Heavens were open- 
ed, and in the Air appeared a new and glorious Light, 
the Holy Ghoſt deſcended like a Dove, and lighting up- 
on him, and a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am will pleaſed. This was ihe 


began to be the great Prophet of the New Covenant: 
The Dove is inoſſenſive, and feels no Diſtarbance not 


ſtroyed, we alſo ought'to be of an even Spirit in the} 


and it 15 certain that where-ever the Holy Spirit does 


Charity, a mortiſied Will, and an abſolute abandoning 
our own Inclinations and Deſires do inhabit: Further- 
more, this Dove, like chat which Noah ſent out pf the 
Ark, did aptly ſignify, That the World ſhould be ger 
newed, and alſo be turned to a New Creation, and/Gid 


bath made a Covenant with us, that unleſs we pra 
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N by our Impieties, he wi l never deſtroy the Earth 
iz more. When the Solemnity of this Bap:iſm was 
hin:, Chrit aſcended up out of the Water, and ſome 


be che Ancients report (but with what Certaiaty we 
verb not) that the Place in that River where his Holy 
Holly had been baptiz24, was indued with a healing 
ninWalicy, and a Power of curing Lepers that bathed - 
hin mſelves therein, in the Faith of Jeſus, Bat the Ma- 


0 jeſus did no Miracles, 

fei When the Saviour of the World was b3prized, had 
dte ened the Heaven, whica neves yet had been opened 
ha Man, and was declared the Son of God, Jeſus was 


the Spirit driven into the Wilderneſs ; not by an un- 
tural Violence, but by a ſupernatural Inſpiration and 
lination, for it was the Holy Spirit that bare him 
hi cher; he was led by the Good Spirit to be tempt- 
cr, of the Evil; whither he alio retired to make De- 

onitration, Thatin an active Life, ſuch as he was de- 
1n{{W&ncd to, theſe Retirements for Contemplation and 
en-Hayer may be neceflary, that we may thereby bz en- 
bt, Pied to teach others, when we have been converſing 
up. With God. In this Deſart, which was reckoned four 
miles from the Place of his Baptiſm, and about twenty 
he om Feruſalem, he abode forty Days and forty Nights, 


he Where he was perpetually diſturbed and 2fulted with 
t: oil Spirits, in the midſt of Wild Beaſts, ia a continua! 
alt, without eating, or drinking Water ; and the an- 


ls miniſtred unto him, being Meſſengers of Comfort, 
d Suſtentation from his Father, for the Support and 
2rvice of his Humanity, and employed in reſiſting and 
iſcountenancing the Aſſaults and Hoſlilities of the Spi- 
ts of Darkneſs. 3 

Whether the Devils appeared in any horrid and af. 


y 
- WFighting Shape, is not certain; but it is more likely, 
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eltation of this Power was not till afterwards, for as 


4 
s 
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e Watt a Peron of Chriſt's Sanctiiy, they would appear 
+ Woe Angelical, he not being to be affrighted with ug 
4 WW Phancaſms, which abuſe che weak and imperfect 
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OCoscceptions of ignorant People; by the Way which 


+ Commandme:.t be general or ſpecial, a Promiſe is either 


_ trat was the preſent Caſe of Jeſus, who was then doing 


again, requiring ſtill a Demonſtration of his being the 


it is written, He ball gtus the An el. Charge concerning 


2a Map, all the Kirgdoms, Glories, and Beau: ie; of this 


and his impid-nt and blaſphemous Demands, laid, 
Ger thee hence, behind me, Satan, for it is abritten hit 


E. * N 
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Satan the Prince of Devils took, was that at the Expirz. 


tion of Forty Days, Je'us being hungry, he invited hin 
to eat Bead of his own providing, which might refre!\M®) 
his Humagi:y, and prove his Divinity, hoping that hip! 
Hunger, and the Deſire of convincing the Devil, migh{WE” 
tempt him to eat before the Time appvinted : But jeſuf © 
anſwered, Ii written, Man all nct liue by Bread a hn WP” 


but by every Word that proceed: out of the Mouth of G 
meaning, that in every Word of God, whether thi 


expreſfled or implied of the Supply of all Provifions ne- 
ceflary for him that is doing the Work of God, ant 


his Father's Work, and promoting our Intereſt, an! 
therefore was ſure to be provided for. and ſo we may 
likewiſe, when we are pe forming our Duty. 

Ihe Devil having tailed in this Aflault, tries him 


Son of God: He ſets him upon the Pinnacle of the 
Temple, and invites him to throw himſelf down, ſay. 
ing, If thou be the Son of God, caft thiſ-.f from l once, for 


thee, to keep thee, and in their Hands they ſhall bear thet 

, lefl at any Time thou dafh thy Foot againſt a Stone. 
Bat tho* our Saviour was ſecured of God's Prot:Rion, yet 
he would not tempt God by requiting an extraordinary 
AQ of his Providence, for his unngceſſiry Preſervati- 
on. At length Satan ur ites all his Power of S ratagem, 
and places the Holy Jeſus upon an exceeding high 
Mountain, and by an Angelical Power, repreſen:s as in 


World, and aſſures Jeſus, That all this was put int! 
his Power to give, and would beltow it on him, if he 
would fall down and worſhip him: But our Bleſſed Re- 
deemer being provoked and angry at his vile Propoſal, 


ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only: * ye 
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s' his Neceſſities required; after he had by a Forty 


ren ays Faſt and Abſtinence, left an Example to his Diſ- 
bi ples and Followers, That Faſting is neceſſary to a con- 
o En plative Life, and for reſiſting and overcoming all 
eu emptations and Allurements of the Devil and all our 
„ piritual Enemies. And we may obſerve, That Pover- 


y, Predeſtination and Ambition are the three Quivers 
rom which the Devil drew his Arrows, wich which he 
her Pought to prevail againſt Carift, but our Captain con- 
Suered him both for himſelf and us, whereby we may 


* 2c Our Danger, and how we are provided with a Rea 
: edy againſt all Temptations of the Wicked One. 
D 


After the Bapr/iſt by a Sign from Heaven, was con- 
rmed in Spirit and Underſtanding, that 7%, was the 
le ſias, he immediately publiſhed to the Jeaus what 
z0d had maniieted to him, and firſt to the Prieſts and 
evites, who ſent a Meſſenger from the Sanhedrim, or 
great Council at Feruſalem to know who he was: Jobs 
nſwered immediately, That himſelf was not the Chrift, 
or Elias, nor that Prophet whom they, by a ſpecial 
Tradition, did expect to be revealed they knew not 


dut that he was the Voice of one crying in the Wilder- 
eſs, Make ſtraight the Way o the Lord. I his Lord 
as then” amongſt them, but not known, a Perſon of 


orthy to unlooſe, or do the meaneſt Office under him, 
ho tho' coming after John, was to increaſe, but the 
Baptiſt was to decreale, who did Baptize with the Holy 
hoit and with Fire. 

This was the Character of his perſonal Prerogatives, 
but as yet no Demonſtration was made of bis Perſon, 
ill after the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon him, and 
hen where-ever the Baptiſi ſaw Jeſus, he points him 


th axvay the Sins of the World ' This is He. Then he 


>. 
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nichl rve. The Devil then leaveth him, and behold, Angelis 
ir; me and miniſtred unto him, bringing him ſuch 'Things 


N 
| 
+ 

; 


when, and concerning himſelf, he ſaid nothing poſitive, ' 


great Dignity, the Latchet of whoſe Shoes he was not 


dut with his Finger. Behold the Lamb of God that al- 


ey him to Andreu, Simon Peter's Brother, and to au- 
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other Diſciple with him. who both followed Feſus, ant 
abode with him that Night. Andrew brings his Brother 
Simon with him, and Chriſt changes his Name from Si. 
mon to Peter, or Cephas which lignifies a Stone. Then” 
Fe/us himſelf finds out Phi ip of Betb/-ida. and bid him b 
follow him, and Philip finds out Nath inael, and cools \ | 
him to ſee; thus like People that come out of Uarineis, i 
E when they ſee the Sun, they call to their Parents to bei 
Partakers of this new and ſtrange Rev-lation. ; 
When Nathane] was come to FJe/us, hriſt ſaw hi 
Heart, and gave him a Teſtimony of being truly honelt, 
and full of holy Simplicity, an Iyſraelite indeed, in whonWl 
is no Guile; and Nathanael being over-joyed that bei 
had found the Me/7as, believing out of Love, and loving 
by reaſon of his Joy, having no Suſpicion of his Perſon, 
and took his Will, and the Forwardne's of his Aﬀecti- 
on in ſuch good Part, that he promiſed him greater 
Things. And this gave Occaſion to the firſt Prophecy 
which was made him; for Je/#s ſaid unto him, Becau/e 
T ſaid I ſaw thee under the Fig Tree, believeſt thou; 2 
Thou ſhalt ſee greater Things than theſe. And then pro- 
phecied, that he ſhould ſee Heaven opened, and the 
Angels of God afcending and deſcending upon the Son 
of Man; but he being a Doctor of the Law, Chriſt 
did not chuſe him for one of his Apoflles. 
About the ſame Time there was a Marriage at Cans 
of Ga/i/-e, in the Neighbourhood of Chtiſt's Dwelling, 
where 7ohn the Evangeliſt is by ſome ſuppoſed, tho 
without Certainty, to be the Bridegroom, to which Je- 
Fes with his Mother being invited, he went to do Civi- 
lity to the Perſons eſpouicd, aud to honour the holy Or- 

dinance of Marriage ; the Ferſons then married, were 
. thought to be but of indifferent Fortunes, richer in the 
Love of tneir Neighbours, than in wealthy Poſſeſſions, 
they had more Company than Wine, which the bleſſed 
Virgin Mother acquainted Feſus with ;- wo anſwered 
her, man, what have I to do with thee, ine Hour 
Ts not jet come By this Aniwer, intending no Denial 
d his Mother, but to ſignify he was not yet entered in- 
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The Life of eur Bleſſed Saviout. 43 
3 the Period and Years of Miracles, and when he did, 
muſt not be for reſpe& of Kindred or civil Relations, 

„en ut deriving his Power from above, it muſt be to ſerve. 
in bat Deſign which he had received in Charge, together 
1 '\ ith that Power. 
And fo his Mother underſtood him, giving expreſs 
harge to the Attendants, to do whatſoever * com- 
anded; Feſus therefore bid them fill the Water- pots 
Which ſtood there for the Uſe of frequent Waſhings, which 

he 7ews uſed in all publick Meetings, for fear of con- 
Wracting legal Pollutions and Impurities, wherein they 


"he | ; ſeemed too ſuperſtitious, waſhing the very Beds and Ta- 
za les employed at their Feaſts, The Servants filled them 
* to the Brim, and as they were commanded drew out, 


nd bare to the Governor of the Feaſt, who knew not of 
it, till the Miracle grew publick, and the Light ſhewed 
itſelf ; for while they wondred at the Management of 


* the Feaſt, in keeping the beſt Wine till the laſt, it grew 

* apparent that he who was Lord of his Creatures, could 

Ba produce new Qualities in that Subject, in which he chuſes | 
the do glorify his Son. This Beginning of Miracles did 
von BY Je at Cane in Galilee. For all thoſe Miracles that 
ri ne Popiſh Legends report to be done by Chriſt in his 

Infancy, and Interval of his younger Years, are A 
| cryphal and ſpurious, promoted by the Credulity of ſuck: 


Perſons, in whoſe Hearts Eaſineſs, Folly, and Superfti- 
10 tion are bound up; this firſt Miracle manifeſted his Glory, 
20 Wh and his Diſciples believed in him. 

Immediately after this Miracle, Jeſus abode a few 
Days in Capernaum ; but becauſe of the great Feaſt of 
the Paſſover, he aſcended to Feru/alem, where he per- 
formed an Act of holy Zeal in behalf of the Honour of 
the Temple, which divers Merchants, and Exchangers 


my of Money made their Bank, and Market, and brought 
ned Beaſte thither to be ſold for Sacrifice againſt the great 

h Paſchal Solemnity, at the Sight of which our Saviour _ 
being moved with Indignation, made a Whip of ſmall 
— Cords, and drove the Feaſts out of the Temple, over=. 3 


threy the accounting Tables, and commanded them that 
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46 The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
ſold tbe Doves, to take them iro +: thence, For his An. 
ger was holy, and there ſore would not have the Dos let 
fly io the Detriment of the Owners. ſaying, Make nt my | 
Father's Houſe a Houſe of Merchandize, for i; ſbali be cal. 
led, a Houſe of Prayer to a, Nations: Ard being req td 
to give aSign of his Vocation, he only foretold tne Re'ur-. 
rection of his Body after three Dass, vut exprefſid icin 
the Metaphor cf the Temple, Deſtroy thi; Temple and 1 
al} build it up in three Das, he ipake of the 'l'emple of | 
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his Body, and they undc:iiood it of the Temple of J- 


" W 
* 
FL 


falem, and it was never nghily conlirued ti it was ac. 


compliſhed. 

At this publick Convention or Aſſembly of the Few/þ 
Nation, Ju. did many Miracles, publiih'd himſelf to be 
the Maſſias, and gained many Diſciples, among them was 
Nicodemus, a Doctor of the Law, aud a Ruler ot the Na- 
tion, he came by Night to Zeſus, and affirmed himſelf to 
be convinced by the Miracles which he had ſeen, for #2 
Man can do thoſe Miracles which thou docft, except God be 
wwith him. Teſus then began to initrutt him in the My. 
ſtery of Regereration, ſaying, Yerily, werily, I ſay unto 
thee, except a Mas. be born again, he cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of Cad. This was range Philoſophy to Nicode- 
mus, bit 7 eſus bid him not to wonder, far this is not a 
Work of tluranity, but a Fruit of Gd's Spirit, tor the | 
Spirit bloweth where it liſteth, like the Wind, which is 
apparent in its Effects, but ſecret in the Cauies ard Pro- 
duction thereof, Chriſt then ſays, thereare higher '1'hings 
and more my:terio9us for him to apprehend and believe ; 
tells his own Deſcent from Heaven, forctells his Death 
and Aſcenſion, and the Bleſſing of Reuemption which he 
came te work for Mankind, preaches of the Love of the 
Father, the Miſſion cf the Son, the Rewards of Faith, 
and the Glories of Eternity : He upbraius che Unbelicy- 
ing and Impenitent, and declares che Difference of an 
holy and corrupt Conicience, the Shame and Fear of the 
one, the Conhdence and Severity of the other, a d Tas 
Was the Sum of his Sermon to Nicodemus, Which'was 11 
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not lawful for him to marry Herodias, his Brother F hi- 
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fulleſt of Myſtery of any that ever he made, except 
that immediately before his Paſſion ; all his other Ser- 
mon» being more practical. 

From J--uſalem Feſus goeth into the Country of Ju- 
dea, attended by divers Diſciples, whoſe Underſtanding 
were brought into Subjection and Obedience to him, 
upon Confidence of the Divinity of his Miracles. There 
the Diſciples received all that came, and baptized them, 
as Jobn at the ſame Time di, and by that Ceremony 
admitted them into the Chriſtian Diſcipline and Inſlitu- 


on, according to the Cuſtoms of the Doctors and great 
Prophets among the Jeaus, who baptizing their Scho- 
lars, was the Ceremony of their Admiſſion. And now 


the Time was come that Chriſt mutt encreaſe, and the 
Daptiſt ſuffer Diminution, tor Chriſt came from above, 
and was above all, and the Sum of his Doctrine was, 
That which he had ſeen and heard from the Father, 
whom God ſent to that Purpoſe ; to whom God had ſet 
his Seal that it was true; who {pike the Words of God, 
whom the Father loved; to whoin be gave the Spirit 
without meaſure, and into whoſe Hands God had deli- 
vercd all Things; this was he whoiz Te{nnony the 
World received not; and that they might know not 
only what Perſon they ſlighted, but how great Salvation 
they alſo neglected; Fehn ſums up all his Sermons, and 
finiſhes his Miniſtry, with this Saying, He that belieu- 
eth on the Son hath Everlaſting Life, and hc that believ- 
eth not the Son, ſhall not fee Life, but the Wrath of Gad 
abideth on- him. 

And now the Baptiſt had fulfil ed the Office of bear- 
ing Witneſs unto Tejas, God was pleaſed to give him 
his Writ of Eaſe, and beſtow'd.on him his Reward upon 
this Occaſion: John who. had learnt to deſpite the 
World, and all the Flatteries and Impertinencies thereof, 
did his Duty jaſtly, and without reſpe& of Perſons, and 
as he reprov'd the People for their Crimes and Immora- 
lities, ſo he ſpar'd not Herod the ſecond, then King of 
Fudea; but told him plainly in his Sermons, That if was 


C2 lip's | 


of 


about a 


*cencies of his riotous Dancings: His Head was brought 


ment on him for his unworthy and villanous Execution 


Daughter of Herodias paſing over a frozen Lake, the 


48 The Liſe of our Bleſfed Saviour. 
p's Wife; for this Sermon he felt the venomous Fun 
an rage Woman, and was caſt into Priſon, and 


ear after, was ſacrificed to the Scorn and / 
Pride of a laſcivious Mother, and her immodeſt Daugh- 


nc 

b - 

56 
ter, being at the End of the ſecond Year of Chriſt / 
Preaching, bebeaded by Herods Command, who would 
not retract his Oath, becauſe of his Honour, and a rat n. 
Vow he made in the midſt of his Jollity and Compla-J - 


up in a Diſh, and made a Feſtival Preſent to the young 1 
Girl, who gave it to her Mother, by whoſe Advice ſhe q 
demanded the murdering of him, a Barbariim before 
unknown in that Country. al 
But the Judgments of God, which ſleep not long, 
fon overtook 2 for having turned away his Wite, 
who was the Daughter of 4retus, a King of Arabia Pe- 
træa, to obtain Herodias, he provoked her Father to 
commence War with Herod, who accordingly defeated 
his whole Army, and forced him to an inglorious 
Flight, which the Jeu generally believed to be a Judg- 
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of Job the Baptiſt, God in his Wiſdom and Severity 
making one Sin to be the Puniſhment of another, and 


neither of them both to paſs without a Signature of a 


Eurſe ; and NVicephorus reports, That this Dancing 


Ice broke, and ſhe fell up to her Neck in Water, and 
her Head was parted from her Body by the Violence of 


the Fragments, and fo periſned, Divine Providence 
cauſing the judgment to be a Repreſentation of her 


Sin: Herodias herielf, with the adulterous Paramour 


. Herod, were baniſhed to Lyons in France, by Decree of 


the Roman Senate, where they lived ingloriouſly, and 


| i = died miſerably: It is recorded, that when her Daugh- 


ter Salame brought the Bapti/t's Head to her, ſhe thruſt 
the Tongue through with a Needle, in Revenge for 


* 


the Charges of her Triumph. | 


What ie bad uttered againſt her; but ſhe herſelf paid 
When Jg had heard that John was caſt into MOOR, 
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nd that the Ph-ri/ces were envious againſt himſelf, for 
he, great Multitude of People that reſorted to his Bap- 

m, which he miniſtred, not in his own Perſon, but 
Sy the Deputation of his Diſciples, they finiſhing the 
lin idtration which himſelf began, (who, as one of the 
Ancients reports) baptized the bleſſed * Virgin his Mo! 
*Wher, and Peter only; and Peter baptized Andrew, 


Ei ene, and Jobn, and they others, he left 7udea and 
1 ame to Gallee, paſſing near Sychar, a City of Sama- 
* Tia; where in the Heat of Day, and Wearineſs of his 


* 
= 


ourney, he tat down at the Side of Faceb's Well; 
hither, when his Diſciples were gone to buy Meat, a 
ESamaritan Woman cometh to draw Water, of whom 
his asketh ſome to cool and refreſh himſelf. Little 
knew the Woman the Excellency of the Perſon that 


fore 


e asked ſo ſmall a Charity, neither had ſhe Jearnt that a 
** Cup cf cold Water given to a Diſciple ſhould be re- 
* warded, and much rather ſuch a Preſent to the Lord 


himſelf, but proſecuted the Spite of her Nation, and 
demanded of him, Why he, being a Few, ſhould aſk 


c with the Samaritans. 
n The Ground of the Quarrel was this: In the Sixth 


"8 Year of Heze4tiah, Salmangſar, King of 4fjjria, plun- 
Lered Samaria, tranſported the 1/-aclites to Aria, 


rand planted an Merian Colony in the own and Coun- 
© BY try, who by Divine Vengeance, were deſtroy:d by Li- 


2 ons, which no Power of Man could reſtrain or leſſen: 
we The King of 4/3:74 thought the Cauſe was, their not 


of ſerving God according to the Rites of Maſes's Law; 


a therefore (ent a Nei Captive Prieſt to inſtruR the 4 


remaining Inhabitants in the Fewvif Religion; who ſo 
learved and practiſed it, that they ſtill retained tne ſu- 


ter of Sambe/let, who was the Governor under King 


Darius ; Manaſſes being reproved for marrying a a 


be Stranger, the Daughter ot an uncircumsiſed Gentile, and 


*% , 
* 


- — 
hn 
* b 


ag: inſtead of waſhing Fe/us's Feet, and giving him Drink, 4 


Water of a Samiritan, for the Zews have no Dealings 


perſt tious Heathen Rites, till Manaſſes, the Brother of * 
10 Zadgi the Highn-Prieſt of Zeruſalem, married the Daugh- 4 
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Time of Alexander the Great. From whence the Que 


cCates, the Sentence was given for Feru/a/em, and the 


=_— 
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admoniſhed to diſmiſs her, flies to Samaria, perſuad: | 
his Father in- law to build a Temple on Mount Gerizin 
introduces the Rites of daily Sacrifice, and makes hin 
ſelf High-Prieſt, and began to pretend to be the tru 
Succeſſor of Aaron, and commences a Schiſm, in H. 


T 
k 


V 


ſtion of Religion grew fo high. that it begat Diſſaffect 
on, Anger, Animoſities, Quarrels, Bluodſhed and MY 
der, not only in Paliſtine, but where ever a Few audi 
' Samaritan had the ill Fortune to meet, ſuch bing thi 
Nature of Men, that they think it the greateſt Injury if 
the World when other Men are not of their Opinion 
and that they pleaſe God moſt, when they are moſt fi 
riouſly zealous; and no Zeal better to be expreſlc: 
than by hating all thofe whom they are pleaſed to hin 
God hates. g 
This Schiſm was perſecuted with the greateſt Spit 
that ever any was, becauſe both Parties were much give: 
to Superſtition, and this was promoted by the Conſtitu 
tion of their Religion, conſilling much in Externals ani 
Ceremonies, without their improving them to any mo 
ral or ſpiritual Serfe. or to Charity, and therefore ti 
Jeaus called the Samaritanes Accuried ; again, the $a 
maritanes at the Paſchal Solemnity would at Midnight 
when the Fews Temple was open, ſcatter dead Men 
Bones to prophane and defile the Place, and both would 
fight, and eternally diſpute the Queſtion ; ſometimes ref 
ferring it to an Arbitrator, and then the conquer'd Sid 
would decline the Arbitration after Sentence, whict 
they did at Alrxandria before Plalamtus Philometer, aud 
Andronicus by a moving Oration, procured Sentenc: 
againſt / Heocdoſfus and Sabbeus, the Samaritan Ad vo- 


Schiſm increaſed and continued till the Time of our 
Saviour's Conference with this Woman. 

And it was ſo implanted and fixed into their Under- 
ſtandings, that when this Woman perceived Jeſus to be 
a Prophet, ſhe undertook a Queſtion with him: © Oar 
Fathers worſhipped in this Mountain, and ye ſay Jeruſalem 

| 5 


„ 
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90 N he Piace where Min ought to werſhib Our Saviour 
„new the Schiſn was g eat enough already, and was not 
A. / villing to make the Breach wider, and though he gave 
ud ellimony of the 'I'ruth, that Salvation is of the Fes, 
ty ad we kn w whit we worſhip, ye do not; yet becauſe 
nel re Occ fon of this Qe ion was ſhortly to be removed, 


ay eſus takes thi Occation to preach the Goſpel, and ta 
AM econcile before ha d, the di:agreeing Imere s, and ſet- 
dle a Revelation to be veified fo: ever, that neither here 


tir chere by way of Con fine ment, nor in one Country 
y | 7 more than another, but whtre.ever any Man ſhall call 
Jn pon Gd in Spirit and I'ruth, there he ſhall be heard. 

full ne holv 7% then tells her of Living Water, of 
Lee Eternal Satisfactions, of never thiriting again of ner own 
11: onal Condition, as to her Marriages, and deelares 
himelf to be the as; and then was interrupted by 
de coming of his Uiicipies, who wondred to ſee him 
alking with a Woman; but ſhe being fall of Joy and 
Vonder, left her Water-pot, and rin into the Ciiy, to 
publiſh the Meſſias; and immediately all the City came 
ut to lee ; aud mary believed on him, upon the Teſti- 


pit 
Ve! 
itu 
ant 


tl 10ny of the Woman, and mere when they heard his 
Sa Wi Diſcuurſes ; they invited him to the Fon, and 
1 ece:ycd him with Kindneis and Hoſpitaliiy for two 
ens 


ay, aſter which he departed to his own Town Gal/ze 
e; Wiere he was entertaided with Re ſpect, becaule of 
he Miracies which the (ralileans law done by him at the 
call, and being at Cana where he wrought the ticfk 


hic liracle, a nchle Petſon (2 little King or Ruler) came 
pk 0 eas with much Reverence, ind importuni . cells 
rin lg chat e would immediately conte den to his (Houſe, 
0 v heal his Son who was at the Point of Peath, Jeu 
ew ho did not work .v{raties by nat ral Mens, cured cue 


hild at Dillance, and diim Head the Prinse, te: ing him 
> don ed, end by the As bunt of his ServÞ.n.s,” he 
he und that the Child evi ed a. he (ame Time when 
Our he heating Words were ipoken * J fs, upon which 
alem £54 all a1. Houie became gurud's Dudples- 
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Our Saviour then left Nazareth and came to Caper- 
2 a Maritime Town of grea: Reſori, chuſing that 
or his Scene of Preaching, and Flace of Dwelling. 
For now the [ime was fulfilled, the Office of the Bap- 
tiſt was expired, and the Kingdom of God was at Hand. 
He therefore preached the Sum of the Goipel, Faith 
and Repentance, Repent, and believe tha Goſpel, and 
what that Goſpel was, the Sum and Subuance of all his 
Sermons afterward declared. Fe/us now law it conve- 
nient to chuſe Diiciples to his Miniſtry and Service in the 
Work of Preaching ; and to be Witneſſes of that he 
ſhould ſay, do, or teach, for Ends which were after- 
wards made publick ; Jeſus therefore as he walked by 
the Sea of Galilee, called Simen and Andrew, who 
knew him before by the preaching of John, and now 
left their Ship and their Nets, and followed him. When 
he was gone a little farther, he calls two Sons of Zebe- 
dee, Fames and Fohn, and they went after him. And 
with this Family he goes up and down the whole G41i- 
fee, preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom, healing all 
Manner o: Diſeaſes, curing Demouiaks, cleanfing Le. 
pers, and giving Strength to thoſe that had the rally, 
and lame Perſons. " 

But when the People preſſed on him to hear the Word 
of God. he Hod by the Lake of Ge. aſaret, and preſently 
entring into Sins Ship, commanded him to Launch in- 
to the Deep, and trom thence ge taught the People, and 
gut a Miracle For being Lord of the Crea- 
tures, he co manded the Fiſhes oi the Sea, and they 
obeyed; tor when Sn who had fiſhed all Night in 
vain, let down his Net at the Command of Jeſus he in- 
cloſed io great àa Number of Fiſhes, that the Net brake, 
and the Fiſhermen were amazed and ſurprized at fo great 
a Draught; by which Wiracle it was intenged that a 
Repreſentatihu ſhould be made of the Church of Chriſt, 
and the Multitudes of gelievers, who ſhou!d be taken by 
Simon, and the ocher Diiciples who were hereby con- 


Agned to'be- Fithers of Men, and by their holy Doct- 


I res ſhould gain Souls to God, and that when the Net 


, 
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ſhould 
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ſhould be draw to Shore, and Separation be made at 
tie ot judgment by the Angels, they and their Diſ- 
Ci; es thuull enter into the Joy of the Lord, and the 
W cired feceive the Portion ot Reprobates. And now 
the | ame ot eus went into all Syria, and there came to 
him Mult.tudes from Galilee, Vecapsl:s Feruſalem and 
Judea; arid all that had an Sick with divers Dueaſes, 
brought them to him, sud he laid his H.nds on every 


Lunaticks, and Periors poſſeſſed with evil Spirits, the 
Devil cryed out and conf. fied him to be Chritt, the Son 
of God, but he tuffered them not: Chuſing rather to 
work Faith in his Liſciples by moral Arguments and 
Demonttrations of the Spirit, than by the forced Teſti- 
mony of accur{ed and unwillig Spirits. 

When 7efus ſaw his Aſlembly full, and his Audience 
e- nrumerous, te went up into a Mountan and when his 
d Diicip'es came to him, he made that admirable Ser- 
mon called, The Serm n upon the Mount; which is a 
D vine Compendium of ſuch excellent tuths, and con- 
>. I tains a B. eviary oi thote moral Precepts given by Moſes, 
y, and enlarging their Obligation by a ſtricter Senie, and 
more ſevere Exp tion; thac their Righteouſneſs ought. 
d I ts exceed the Kiyhiteouſnels of the Scribes and Pharnees. 
ly IP ches Perfe tion, and the Doctrine of Meeknels, and 
n- Poverty of Spirit Chriitian Mour ning Defire of Holy 
d I bings Mercy and Purity, Peace 2d ſuffering Injuries: 
a- | Afﬀixing a ſveciai P:omi:e of Bleſſing to be rne Inheri- 
y | tance of hoe who are e dued „ih theſe ſpiritual Gra- 
in | ces and Excellencies, he explains ſome Parts of the Ten 
n- | Commanda:ents, and adds Precepts of his own. He 
e, ¶ teaches his Diiciples to Fray, how to faſt, how to give 
at | Alins ; Contempt of the World, not to judge others, 
a Þ forgiving Injuries ; againſt Covetouſne's and worldly 
it, Love; of brotherly Reproof of the Straight Gate, and 
Narrow: ay; o kale ropheis ; againu Hypocriſy ; 
concluding with an Exhortation to true Picty ; and that 
t- | Men ſhould fee the Kingdom of Heaven, andthe Righte- 
ouinels thereof. 
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When Jeſus came down from the Mountain, having 
ended hi Sermon, a poor leprous Man came and wo: 
ſhipped him, and begged to be cleanſed, which 7% 
Toon granted; engaged him not to publiſh it when he 
ſhould go abroad, but ſent him to the Priett, to offer the 
Gift according to the Law of Moſes: He then came te 
Capernaum, aud taught in their Synagogues pon the Sat 
bath-day, where in his Sermons he expieit:d the Digniy 
of a Prophet, and the Authority of a Perſon ſent fro: 
God, there he cures one poſſeſs'd with an evil Spirit an 
aſterward the Mother of Simon of a Fever, and Mult 
tudes beſetting Simon's Houle, he cured them +], and re 
tired very carly in the Morning to a Deſart Place, tha 
he might have an Opportunicy co pray without being di 
ſturbed with the Noiſe of the People; yet neither coul 
he be fo hid, for the Multitude found him out by thei: 
diligent Attendances of him, but 7e/«s told them plainly 
He maſt preach the Goſpel to other Cities aitv, and there 
fore reſolved to paſs to the other Side of the Lake o G. 
naſareth, whither while he was going, a Scribe offerec 
himſelf to be his Diſciple, and that he would go witl 
him whereſoever he went; but Chriſt told him his Con 
dition was worſe than the Foxes or the Birds of the Air 
who had Habitations provided, but he had none; no 
not a Place to lay his Head, and find Reſt; but vnat be 
came cf this forward Proſeſtor atterward, we know net 
Other: Jeſus bound to a ſpeedy Proteſfiion, not tuffcring 
one to go Home to bid his Friends farewe]l, and anothet 
not ſo much as to buiy his Dead. 

By that li e Ju was got into the Ship it was late 
and le ſo heavy io ſleep, that the violent Storm waic 
happea's could net awake him, till the Ship being aluol 
Cover'd with the Waves, and in Dunger of being tunk 
The Diciples then awaked him, laying, Maſter, Care! 
thou not that we periſh, and immediately there was: 
great Cam, and they pretentiy arrived in the Land o 
the Ga das enel, Dear the Ciiy 01 Gadara, Wliere chert 


vere many Sepulchres in the Hollowneſs of the Re 


5 nf 


The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 55 


in which the Ded were buried where many ſuperſliti- 
ous Perſons uſed to invocate vil Spꝰrits; inſomuch, that 
at the Inftant of our Saviour's Arrival in the Country, 
there met him two poſſ-ſf[-d with Devils from thoſe 
Tombs, ex eeding fi-rce. 1nd had fo been a long Time, 
e to inſomuch that no Man di ſt pats that Way: 7% com- 
manded the Devil out of the poſletl:d Perions, but there 
were certain Men feeding Swine, which tho' extreamly 
abominated by the Je i Religion, yet for the Ule of 
the Roman Armies, and quartering «of Soldiers, they were 
perm':ted, and Giver+ Privil-ges granted to the Maſters 
of ſuch Herds ; he gave them Leave, and the Swing ran 
violently down a ſte p Place, into the Hot-Baths, which 
were at the Foot of the 'Till on which G@adare was built, 
and periſhed in the Waters. The Accident fo troubled 
the Inhabitants, that they came and intreated Jeu to 
depart out of the Conſt; ſo lervingy Gali/ze of the Gen- 
tiles, he came to the leſſer Galilee, and while he was ſit- 
ting in an Houſe, which was ſurrounded with Mau'ititudes 
of People, a Min fick of the Palſy was brought thi- 
ther to be cured ; and they were feipn to untile the Houle 
and le him d wa in kis Bed wen Cords in the midit be- 
fore Feſus, who was conferring with his Doctors: Wen 
Chriſt 1aw their Faith he (aid Van, thy Sins are for- 
given thee At which Saying th: Phariſees being troub'ed, 
tninking it to be Blaipl!emy, a d that none bit God 
could forgive Sinn; F ſs, wo verify his Pardon, gave 
them 2 pa'pable '- mon ration of it; lor the Few: did 
belicve that all *AMlitons weie Pumih nent £11 Sin, and 
there re tney 121d in agot ner Cale I bo fanned, this Man 
or his Father that he ww ©; born blind? und that removing 
of the Pumſhaient, was torgiving of the Sin, and there. 
ture Jiu. (oO pe that hie Sig were forgiven h1 1, 
moved ihat which they ſuppoſed to be ene Effect of tis 
Sin; ard by cu ing the Pay prevemied their farther 
Murmur abou: his Pardon, \aving Tnat ye miga. knjw 
the on Oi Man hatn % 61 01 Earth to torgive Biß: 
Tie Laith to e vick of the Pally, Ariſe, take up thy ped 
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and walk; and the Man aroſe, and was healed, an w 
glorified God 

A while after Jeſus went again toward the S a, anc 
on his Way ſeeing atibew the Publican ſicttir g; at the 
Receipt o Cuſtom, he bid him fullow nim; Marth; 
firit featied Fe/us. and then he became his Diiciple 
but the -hari/ces that were with him. began to be con: 
cerned that he Eat with] ublicans and 211uners , For th 
Office of the Publicans, tho amongſt the Romans it was 


Honeſt and of great Acccunt, and the Flower oi the «0Wnar 
man Knights, the Ornament of the CH, the Security id 
the Common-weaith. was accountec to con ſiſt in the Sc ure 
ciety of he Pubiicans ; yet among "oth the Fews nd gro 
reeks, the Name was odiors, and the Fertions were ac pet 
curſed, not on'y becauſe the Chict of them were Stran.MWore 
gers but beciu.e the News eipecially ſtood upon the 


Charter of their Nation, and the Priviiege of their Re- 
ligion, That none of them ſhould pay Tribute, and al- 
ſo becauſe they were very unjuſt, and great Oppreſſors, 
having a Power :nlim:ed, and Covecoatneſs as greedy 
a the Grave. Burt 7e/xs gave ſuch an Account of the 
Reaſons of his converting with them, becaute they were 
Sinners, that it was as it a ”hylician ſhould be removed 
for having ſo much to do with juch Ferſons, tor there 
fore was he fent, not to call the tighteous but Sinwers 
to Repentagce, to advance the Reputation of Mercy 
above the J ites of he Cer-morizl Law. 
When Feu was diicourſing with the Phariſees, Jai- 
rus, a Ruler of the Synagogue Came to him, detring 
he would help his Daughter who lay a dying. As he 
Was going to rne Heute. a Woman met him who had 
been diſeated with an 'fiue of Blood twelve Years, with- 
out Hope of a Kei edy, tron: Art or Nature; upon the 
coufident Perſuaſions of an haly Faith, the runs to him, 
tinking that 4 the could bur touch the Hem of his Gar- 
x, the aul be Whole; aud according!y upon-the 
Woch, the Fountam of her Bond was dried up, and ſhe 
in her Bod) that ſhe was heuled of that Plague 
dmbroje ſays, That this Woman was Martha; yet 
| coo 
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an was not 'it«cly taat e was a Fertv, but a Gentile, 
ecauſe of that tun which ſhe made in Memory of 


aner Cure and the Honour of 7e/us, according to the 
tha. %% Rites Hor Eu ebius reports, that hininelt ſaw at 
bY + (area Philip i, a Statue of Brils, repreſenting a Wo- 
ple an kneeling art the Feet of a goouly Fer:onageg who 
on Weld his Haud otto ber, in a Powe of grantiny her 


Requelt, and doing Favour to her; and the Innabitants 
aid it was erected by the Care ard Coil of this Woe 
nan; and tha at the Pedeliai of this Statue a Plant 
lid grow, Wiiich was Medicinal in the Lileale the was 
ured of, and n any others. Tihnis Story ſeems not well 
grounded, ſince two Evangeliſts afhim, 1 hat the had 
penc ail her Subſtance upon Phyſicians ; and was there- 
ore uncapable oi being at ſo much Charge; neither 
ould ihe Heathen P:inces have ſuſtered it to fand fo 
zany Years, who ſtrictly ſearched all Places. to diſeo- 
er, and demcliſh all Mor uments of Chriuianity; and 
herefure probably theie Figures which Eujebius flaw, 
ere erected upon ſome Hcauen Story or Ceremony, 
theEand by the Chriſtians in atter Age confidentiy a, pled 
ereWo the preſent Hittory of this Woman. | 
ed When Jeu was come to the Ru er's Houſe, he found 
e the Minſfbels making their Funeral Noiſe for the Death 
ersSWof 7airus's Daughter, of which his Servants had ac» 
"Cy Muainted bim yet Zeus urued out the Minſtreis, and 
ntr'd with the Parents of the Child into her Chamber, 
ai Ward taking her by the Hard, he called her, and awake» 
ng ned her from the Sleep of De th, and commanded them 
he to give her Meat to Eat, and ei jo ned them not to 
ad Ppubſiſh the Miracle; but the more Fus endeavoured - 
h- Hot to be popular, and to iuppreſs the INorles and Re- 
he ports of his Acts the more they were diſcour d of and 
m, Publiſn'd about the Country As he came from a 
r- 's Houſe, he cured (wo Blud Men, pon herr ren? 
he ion, and Contenion, that ney did believe in bn 4 d 
he feaſt out a Dumb Devil, ſo much to the Woader and 
24 BAmazement of the People, that the Fhariſees could hol 
et Ko longer, being ready to built with Fury, and laide 
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He c1ſt cut Devil by the Help of tne Ders. T bei 
Malice being contradiftory and unreaſonab!., as if th 
Devi! ſhou'd contrive the D-ftruftion of his own King 
dom This was the firit Erup:i:n of their Rage, fer a 
the laſt Year, which was the firſt of Fe/uss preaching 
all wos quiet. neither che Fewws nor the Samaritans, no 


the Galileans did mahgn hi Doctrine o Perſon, but Mou 
preac ed wits. much Peace on all Hands, for this wah: 
the Year which che Prophet Miiah called in his Predi th 
tion, he accepted Year of the L x1 vh 
The f ſt Year of J /, which was a Year of PeacÞut 
and und:ſtur>;d preaching, being expi''d, the e was V 
Feaſt of he Fewvs, and Jeu went pt J. 4e. mn, ther 
Feaſt was the ſecond Palliver to be kept after he began h 
p:each ; not the Feaf of Pen ecol or | abernac ge, botihe 
which were paſſed beſote Jeſus came laſt won Fud:agſnt 
whither when he was now eme he finds an inpote N 
Perſon lying at the Pool of Bethſada, waiing till tac AnJeha 
gel hold move the Waters, alte nich wh ie ver fte 
nepped in. was cured of his Infi muy. 1 ne pg Made! 
had waited thirty eight Years, and ill was pee ted byes 
ſome other that needed a Pbyſi ian; but Tu Hen 
him, bad Pity on him, cured him and bid «1 ++ take up Ph 
his Led and walk; this Cure n prend be wronght (a 
upon the Sabbath, at which the Jews were io move 
with Incignation, that they thougat to ſlay him, ande 
their Anger was the more 0: ag! ww by ms ahñi im. * 
ſelf the Son of G d, and making himſelf equal with God 
upon which Occaſion Jeu dc οοk e Cu t and ſec 
Authori:y from che Father, and the Ur O wy.ch was 05 
between them; and preaches Lite ard Salva on wo chem fre 
that believe in him; proph fieg of the K ſuf ection of 0 
the Dead, by the Effi acy ot the Voice cf thc don of of 
God; peak of the Day of judgment, aud tue aiftering}. 
Corditi ns of th Righteous and ne Wick. d ;. £qn4:7Ms 5 
his Word and M öſſion by the chimony of Jebn the 15 
Bapti , Mofes, and other Scripture: 


But lil ie Scandal rites higher againit im, forthe 


Dien 
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beiſpiſciples going through the Corn-nelds, pull ripe Ears 
- tin the Sabbath day, and rubbing them in thei: Hands, 
207. 2t them to ſatisfv their Hunger for which te endea- 
r 1Wour'd to convince the Jes, wo were highly offended, 
at Works of Neceffity aud Mercy are :© be done at all 
imes, notwith landing any poutive C mand to the 
outrary, and the beſt ſerving of God upon any Day 
vhatſoever, or any Part o the Day, that is vacant from 
ther Offices, and proper for a Religious Feilval, But 
yhen neither Reaſon nor Religion would ſatisty them, 
put that they went about to kill him, he withdrew from 

eruſalem, and returned from Galilee, waitner the 
cribes and Phariſies followed him, ſtrictly obſerving 
vhecher he would again perform an Act of Mercy upon 
he Sabbath day, which yet he ſtill refoived to do, for 
ntring into one of the Synagogues, he ſaw a labouring 
Man with a withered Hand, who defir'd Help of him, 
hat he might again be reſtor'd to the Uſe of his Hands, 
leſt he ſhould be cormpell'd with Miſery and Shame to 
beg his Bread. Jeſus reſtor'd his Hand as-whole as 
he other, in the midit of all thoſe Spies and Enemies; 
pon which Act, being confirmed in their Malice, the 
"Phariſees went forth, and joyned with the Herodians 
„(a Sect of People who ſaid Herod was the Mc/fas, be- 

Mcauſe when the Scepter departed from Zudah, he was 
declared King) and both together took Council how 
hey might kill him. Te/us therefore again departed to 
he Sea-coaſt, and as his Fame, ſo his Company increa- 
ſed; for he was now followed by new Mulcitudes from 
Ibalilee, from Fugea, from Feruſalem, from Idumæa, 
from beyond Jordan, and from about Tyre and Sidon; 
Iwo hearing the Report of his miraculous Power to cure 
Mal! Diſeaſes by the Word of his Mouth, or the Touch 
Jof his Hand, or the handling of his Garment, came 
with a whole Hoſpital of »ick, Poſſeſſed, and all other 
Diſeaſes, and were all immediately cured ; the Devils 
conſeſſing publickly, that he was the Son of God, till 
Ithey were all, upon ſuch Occafions, reſtrained and com- 


*Fpelled to Silence. 
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Feſus having now commanded a Ship to be in read 
nels againii the Preſſures of the Multitude, went up it 
a Mountain to pray. and continued in 7rayer all Nig 
aud the next Da choſe ou: of the Number of his Dil 
ples twelve to be Apoſtles, namely Simon, Prter, and 
drew. James and 7+ bn, the Sons of 1 hunder. PY 
and Bartholomew, Matthew and / homas, James the & 
of Alpheeus, and ion the Zealot, Judas the Brother 
James, and Judas Iſcariot. With theſe deſcending fre 
the Mountain to the Plain, he inſtructs his Apoſtles 
the Doctrine .# the Kingdom; for now becauſo he {i 
Jirael ſcatter'd lize Sheep, having no Shepherd, he x 
poſed to ſend thele Abroad to preach Repentance, 2 
that his Kingdom was at hand, and gave them alſo pi 
ticular Inſtructions for their Journey; for 7e/us ſent the 
out two by two, giving them Power over all unci« 
Spirits, and to heal all manner of Sickneſs and Diſeaſ 


telling them they were the Light, and the Eyes, and 


Salt of the World; ſo intimating their Duty to be di 
gent, holy and 2 iving them in Charge, 
preach the Goſpel, to diſpenſe their Power and Mirac 
freely as they had received it; to anoint the ſick Perſe 


with Oil, not to enter into any Samaritane Town, . 


to go rather to the Inſt Sheep of the Houle of 1ſrael; 
provide nothing for their Journey, but to depend up 
the Piety and Charity of the new Converts ; he ar 
them againſt Perſecution ; gives them leave to fly fre 


one City to another, promiſes them the Aſſiſtance of, 


Spirit, encourages them by his own Example of Lon 
ſuffering; by Inſtances of the Divine Providence, 
3 even to Creatures of the (malleſt Value, and 
romiſe ot great Rewards, to the valiant Confeſſion 
his Name; and promiſes great Retributions, not on 
to them who loſe any thing of Value, for the Sake 
ſus but to thoſe that did beitow but a Cup of ol. 
ater upon a thirity Diſciple. And with theſe Inder 
ctions they departed to preach to the Cities, Jeſus the 
returniny to Capernaum, received the Adareſs of a fait 
ful Centurion of a Legion, called, The Iron Legi 
whi 
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nich uſually quartered in Judea) in behalf of his Ser- 

t whom he loved, who was grievouſly afflicted with 
Lie Pally, and healed him as a Reward and Honour to 
NY Maſter's Faith. And from hence going to the City 
Wir, he railed to Life the only Son of a Widow, whom 
PW Mourners followed in the Street, bearing the Corpſe 
«Meth Lamentations to the Grave: Upon the Fame of 
here, and divers other Miracles, Jobn the Baptift who 
fill in Priſon (for he was not put to Death till the 
ie; ter- end of this Year) ſent two of his Diſciples to 

, enquiring if %% was he that ſhould come, or 


* duld we look for another. Towhom Jeſus returned 
„ M poſitive Anſwer, but a Demonſtration from the Na- 
o 88 of the Thing, and the Glory of the Miracles, ſay- 
i g, Return to John, aud tell him what you ſee, for the 
ache f hear, the Blind ſee, the Lame walk, the Dead 


2 raifed, and the Lepers are cleanſed, and to the Poor 

nd Goſpel is preached, which were the diſtinguiſhing 

e dif aratter of the Me/7as, according to the Prediction 
the holy Prophets. | | 

When John's Diſciples were =_ with this Anſwer, 

, began to diſcourſe of the Authority and Holineſs 

John's Perſon, the Greatneſs of his Office, and the 

ivinity of his Commiſſion, ſaying, That he was greater 

Man a Prophet, a burning and ſhining Light, the Elias 

at was to come; and the Conſummation or Ending of 


| fr 2 Old Prophets ; adding withal, That the Perverſeneſs 
* that Age was moſt unaccountable in the Entertain- 
Lonent ef himſelf and the Baptiſt, fince 7obn who came 
IF ither eatipg and drinking, that by his Auſterity and 
nd Nortified Neportment he might engage the Judyments 


0 Affections of the People, nor Fe/us who came both 
ung and drinking, that by an affable Life, framed to 
e Compliance and common Ule of Men, he might 
eetiy inſinuate into the Minds of the Munitude, yet 
ther of them could obtain Belief amongſt them; 
ey objected againſt every Thing, and nothing could 
eaſe them. but Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs is jullified, 
all her Children. ö 
Jeſus 
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Feſus then proceed to fever Nepreh ation C 
naum Horagziv, nd Bet lara for thine vertira tows ( 
flinacy in their Sin and Inf lelity. in Def ance cf al 
mighty Works which he lad ought amongſt th 
However, Fe glorified Gol for the magnifying cf 
Mercy. that tho T hings which weir hid from the 
Mighty, ard Noble. who were nit fit 8. ubieft for 
Simplicity cf the Gospel. were reverl:d to Babes, 
concludes his ermea with an Invitation to al weary | 
difconſolate Por” ers. I. aded wien a S-nte of their Sin 
Miſ-rv. to come to lim, prowing Fate to their Burd 
and Refreſhment to their WearineG, and to change t 
heavy rt ſſures into an c ke, and a light Barg 

When Jeſ had ended bit Sermon. one of the Ph 
ſeet, named Simon, invite him to eat with him; 1 
whoſe Houſe v hen he was enter'd, a certain Woman: 
vas a Sinner, abiding there 1n the Ci y. beard of it. 
Name war Mary, ſhe had been married (ſays the Pri 
tive Writer:) to a noble Per ſovage, a Native of the To 
and Caſte of Mi. from whence ſhe had her N- 
of Mapdalin, tho) ſhe heiſelf was born in Bethany; 
Widow ſhe wos, and prompted by her Wealth, Liber 
and Youth, to leid an intemperate Life, and too fre: 
ber Fnte tainmeuis. She came to Jeſus in the Phari 
Honſe, not as the ſtarina Multit BY Fs to glut her Eyes » 
the Sight fe mir2culons and glorions Perſon, nor as 
Centurion, the He enician, or the Ruler of the 
nagegue, for the Cure of her Sickneſs, or in Behalf 
her Friend or Chi'd, or Servant, bat ſhe who is che 
ly Example of her ſo comine, approaching him v 
Remorſe 271 Regret for her Sins; ſhe came to ela 
lay her Burden at his Feet, and to preſent him withW-v 
broken Heart, and a weeping Eye, with great Affe 
on, avd a Brx of precious Ointment (called N pi! 
Salutary ard Excellent, ſhe came trembling, and 
down. beſcore him weeping for her Sins, pouring ou 
Flood groat enqugh to waſh the Feet of the Bleſſed 7% 
and wiring them with the Hairs of her Head, alf 


Wi 
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C:ich the coke de x, ind auointed his Feet wan 
ul Ointmem, which cxp-cflead fo great an Exi.cy of 
e. „rio and Adorauon, that it was th ugh by 
th, an unn cenary Profulion, nd wes a Prefent for 
ni ce; an Al-hailer Box cf Nard P;/iic bei g ſent as 
ein, tren Cam s to the Nice f Eοον 

ſor WW tees this Sinner to preis ſueh Religion 
's, WW \eacration » , ü ubugut with hmſelf, this 
o Propnet, that wid tor Know her to be a digger, of 
jut Perton that would ſdiler her to touch him, for 
ugh the eus Rel gion did permi: Me rlots cf their 
n Nation to hve, aud epj)y the Jesse Privileges, 
e that their Offerings were refuled ; yet the Pharijees 
o pretended to a greater Degree of Saactity than o- 
s, would not admit them to civil Uiages, or the 
tees of ordinary Seciety ; and thought ke igion it- 
it. WW, and the Honuur of a Frophet was concerned in 
Pris foit ef Precifeneſs 5; and theref te Sima made an 
Tolſþ cfivn wituin himielf But Feſus knowing his 


Nalſ:/o:ghts as well as Words, made an Ap3iogy for her 
ny the Parible of the two Debtors, a Greater and a Let. 
ben, coacluding that they would love their merciful 


editor, in Proportion to his Mercy and Forgiveneſs, 
d this was the Caſe of Mary Magdalen, to whom be- 
le much was forgiven, the loved much, and expieited 
as in ſuch la ge Cnaratiers, that tne Phariſee might ob- 
he Ne the valt Difference between his own common Enter- 
zalfß ment, compared with ner Magnificerce, Penitence 
n- Wc Charity, 
with When 7e/us had dined, he was preſented with the ſad 
bee of a por Man poſſeſſed with 7 dumb and bund 
with vil, whom his Frieads uckred our Saviour to cait out, 
ffeica was done imined ately, tothe Amazemeat of the 
pi ple, who ra after him im {uch greac Nuinders, taat 
Phariſees much dovbied, that this Prophet would 
wh leſlen their Reputation, and leave their Schools 
ey, and therefore gave vat chat he was beſides Him. 
if, Upon which Rumour, his Mother w:th his 
Friends 
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Friends and Kindred came to ſee him, and found i 
_Hout&turrounded with the People who were full 
Wonder and Admiration, and there the Virgin Moth 
heard Parc of her own Prophecy veritied, That the 

nerxtions of the Earth hould call her Bleſſed; for 
_ Woman wWorthippug %, cryed out, Blrfſed is t 
Nome that bare thic, and the Paps that gave thee Su 
To this 7% reply'd; yet not deny ing her to be hig 

leſſed who had received the Honour of being the M 
ther of the M. iat, Lat advancing the Dignity of 87 
ritual Excellencies far above the greateſt Temporal H 
nour in the World ; Yea, rather are they that hear 
Mord of God, and do it. And therefore when it » 
told him in the Houſe, That his Mother and his B. 
thren ſtaid for him without ; he anſwered, That tho 
dear Names of Mother and Brethren are far more 
cred when there is a Conjunction of Perſons in Spiritu 
Bands, in the ſame Faith, the ſame Hope, and in Un 
on with the ſame myſtical Head ; and pointing to 
Diſciples, ſaid, My Mother, and my Brethren, for aul 
foever doth the Will of my Father which it in Heaven, 
is my Brother and Siſter and Mother. 

And now the Phariſees upon the Occaſion of the 
Miracles, renewed the Oid Quarrel, ſaying, He ca 
etb out Devils by Beizebub, the Prince of Devils, whit 
ſenſeleſs and illiterate Objection, Chriſt having ca 
futed, charg'd them highly with the Guilt of an U 
pardonable Sin, telling them, That their affirming the 
Actions of his, performed by Virtue.of the Divine 5; 
rit, were done by the Help of the Devil, was a Sin: 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, and how bold ſoever they we 
with the Son of Man in avufing bis Words, or injurit 
his Perſon, they might upon Repentance find a Pardo 
yet to fin againſt the Holy Ghoft, would find no Fot 
giveneſs, neither hen, nor hereafter; but taking 0 
caſion upon this Diicourſe, he by an ingenious. a 
myſteri ous Parable, gives the World great Caution 


e 

a 
Backſliding after Repentance, for if the Devil returſ&> 
into an Houſe once ſwept and garniſhed, he bringe 
L | ſev % 


The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 63 

en Spirits more impure than himſeli, and the laſt End 
that Man ts worſe than the nrſt. 

-ſus then goeth from the iJouſe'of the Phariſees, to 
dea of Tyberias, and ſit ing in a Ship, taught the 
le on the Shore by Var ile, under which were 
Rerious Sete te ding to heu tacir Unbelief, tno 
t to diſ>-rie that thick E:yprian Mark neſs, which 
ir Sins aud Aberrations tad contraded; by the Pa a- 
» of the Sower 1cattering his Seed by the Way ſide, 
d fome on Stony, ſome on Lhor ny, and ſome on good 
ound, be intimated the feveral Capacities or Indiſ- 
tions of Mens Hearts, the Careleſn-1{s of ſome, the 
drwardneſs and Levity of others, the Eaſineſs and Soit- 
s of a Third, and how they were choaked with 
orldly Cares, with the ſeveral Ways whereby Men 
ſcarry, and that but one Sort of Perſons receive the 
"ori, and bring forth the Fruits of an holy Life; by 
2 Parable of the Tares permitted to grow among the 
heat, he intimated the Toleration of diſſenting Opi- 
ons, not deſtructive to Piety, or civil Society, by the 
ree Parables of the Seed growing inſenſibly; of the 
rain of ' Maſtard-Seed ſwelling up to a Lree; of a 
tle Leaven qualifying the whole Lump, he ſignified 
creaſe of the Golpel, and the Bleſſing upon the Ser- 
ons of himſelf and his Apoſtles. 1 | 
To theſe Parables which he rendered to his Diſciples 


| T their proper Senſes, he added two more concern- 
ths the Dignity of the Goſpel, comparing it to Trea- 
e me hid in the Field, and a Jewel of great Price, for 


e Purchaſe of wihch every good Merchant mult part 
ith all he hath, rather than not o obtain it. He adds, 
hat the publick Profeiſors of Chriſtianity, ſhould be 


e a mixt Multitade, like a Net incloſing Fifhe: good 
Fond bad. After theſe Diſcourſes, he retired from the 
E. -fide, to his own City Naga eb, where he preached 


 exceliently upon certain Words in the Prophet //aiah, 
jon N. all the People wondered at his Wiſdom in explain- 
eturl s the ſame, But the Men of Nazareth did not ſuffi- 
ingefentiy honour their Prophet, though their own Coun- 
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tryman, fill retaining in their Mis the Diadvantage lere 
of hie Youth and Kindred, and Trade and Poverty, and 
the Hur: 1ity of his firi! Years, tho? naw a glorious Pro 
phet But Ze/us in his Sermon, reproved them for thei! 
Inide::y, at which they wendred, and therefore di 
few Miracles in r-{pe& of what he had done at Caper 
naum, and c mmended that City before Nawareth, where 
upon the Intaviiunts thouſt him out of the City, and let 
him to the Brow of an Hiil, on which it was built, de 
figning to throw him don Head-long, but his Wok 
was not yet fivithed ; therefore paſſiug through tte midi Hoc 
cf tnem, he went his Way. 
He then travelled up and down to all the Towns an 
Caſtles of Ga/ilze, attended by his Diſciples, and certai 
Women out of whom he had exſt unclean Spirits, name 
ly. Mary Magdalen, Jobanna, Wife to Chuze, Herod 
Steward, who miniſtred unto him of their own Subſtance 
and became Part of his Holy Family, which at th 
Time began te be fall, becauſe now the Apoltles wer 
returned from their Preaching, fall of Joy, that the D: 
vils were made ſubje& to the Words of their Mouth an 
= the Efficacy of their Prayers, and their calling upon ti: 
Name of Jr, but their Maſter intimated to the n, Tt 
theſe Privileges were not ſolid Foundations fer an ho 
Joy, but int as they advanced the Glory of God, ai 
their on Salvation, whole Names are written in He: 
ven, Which Joy was the reaſonable, holy, true, and per 
petua! jay *. 
When Herod heard ſuch worderſul Things of Fe/u 
his Guilt made him imagine that John rhe Baptiit wi 
now rien from the Dead, and tiiele mighty Works wer 
Demonitrations of his Power, which was increaſcd b 
his Immortality, for a little betore this (as is alread| 
mention) Herod had ſent to the Caitle of Macherw 
' Where Joun was Pritoner and cauied him to b. Beheaded 
Tre head Herodjas buried in ner own | Palace, thinkin 
to ſecure it from avy Re-univa with the Bo ly, leſt h 
ſhould again diiurb her unlawiul dal, and diſquie 
| | Hier od 
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Werod's Conicience, but the Body the Diſciples of Fobn 
btained, and carried it with Honour and Sorrow, and 
uried it in Sabaſta, in the Confines of Samaria, mak- 
> his Grave between the Bodies of Elizeus and Aadias 
e Prophets. 

Jeſus knowing of the Death of the Baptiſt, Herod"s 
ealouſy, and the Envy of the Phariſtes, retired into a 
Deſart Place, together with his Apoltles, for the People 
> preſſed upon them, that they had not leiſure to Eat ; 
et neither ccu'd he there be hid, for the Multitudes 
locked thither alſo, to whom he preached many Things, 
nd afterwards, becauſe there was no Villages in the 
eighbourhcod, left they ſhould faint in returning to 
heir Houſes, he cauſed them to ſit down upon the Graſs, 
nd with five Loaves of Barley, and two ſmall Fiſhes, he 
ati. fied five thouſand Men, beſides Women and Children, 
nd cauſed his Diſciples to gather up the Fragments, 
hich being brought together, filled twelve Baskets, 
hich Miracle was ſo accommedated to the Underſtand- 
nz and Affections of the People, that they were cons 
inced this was the Meflias, who was come into the 
orid, and had a Purpoſe to have taken him by Force, 


[nnd made him King. 

ho But he that left his Father's Kingdom to take upon 
. 1m the Miſeries and Inſelicities of the World, fled from 
Je: 


he Offers of a Kingdom, and their tumultuous Election, 
as from an Enemy, and ſending his Diſciples in the Ship 
deiore towards Bethſaida, he withdrew into the Moun- 


F :/uMains to conceal himieif till the Multitude were returned 
 wallto their Habitations, and took that Advantage of praying 
werfto his Heavenly Father, But when the Apoſt les were 


far out on the Deep, a violent Tempeſt aroſe, which 
Wbroug ht them into the Extremity of Danger, ſo that all 
ru Hope of eſcaping was almoit gone. During their inceſ= 
ant Labour to ſave themſelves, in the fourth Watch . - 
the Night, Jeius came walking on the Sea; which turned 
their Fears into Affrigktments, for they ſuppoſed it d 
have been a Spirit, which he ſoon diſperſzd by-telling 
them Who he was; which oy yet deſired to have — 'Y 
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to them by a Sign, for Simon Peter ſaid unto him, Maſte, 
if it be thou, command me to cbme to thee on the W. 
ters, The Lord did fo, and Peter upon confidence of th he 
Power and Providence of his Maſter, threw himſelf inu i: 
the Lake, but beginning to ſink, he cry'd, faying, Loi 
ſave me ; Jeſus took him by the Hand, reproving hi hi 
want of Faith, and went with him into the Ship; where 
When they had worſhipped him, and admired the DiviiWa 
nity of his Power and Perſon, the Ship arrived at the Po 
of Genaſareth immediately; and all that were ſick, d 
poſſeſſed with —_— Spirits were brought to him, an 
as many as touched the Hem of his ns were mad 
whole. 

By this time they whom Jeſus had left on the other ſid 
of the Lake, came as far as Capernaum to ſeek him, won 
dring that he was there before them; upon this Occaſio 
of their diligent Inquiſiticn, Jeſus obſerves to tl em, th: 
it was not the Divinity ©! the Miracles which pro voke! 
their Zeal, but the Sali faction they had in the Loave: 
and thence intimates to them Excellency of the Cceſtia 
Bread, the Divine Nutriment of their Souls; affir ming 
hiraſelf to be the Bread cf Life, that came down fron 
Heaven; that he would give to his Diſciples his Fleſh u 
eat, and his Blood to drink, ard all thi: ſhould be for tl; 
Life of the World, to nouriſh to Life eternal, withou 
which an happy Eternity could not be obtzined ; upot 
this Diſcourie, divers of his Diſcip'es (of whom it is {ai 
St. Mari was one, but afterwards recalled by Simon Pi. 
ier) foriock him, being ſcanda/iz'd by their literal and 
carnal Underſtanding of theſe Words of Jeſus, which he 
intended in a ſpiritual Senſe; for the Words that he 
ſpake, were not profitable in the Senſe of Fleſh and 
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Blood, but they are Spirit, and they are Life ; himſelJ r 
being the Expounder who beſt knew his own Meaning. 1 
When Je:us obſerved this great DefeQtion of his Dil 1: 

Ciples from him, he turned to the twelve Apoſtles, an 
asked, if they alſo would go away; Simon Peter an{wer'dW 2 
Lord, whither ſhall we go? 'Thou haſt the Wards t 
C 


Eternal Life, and we are ſure thou art that Chriſt, 4 
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ſe, Won of the living God. Though this publick Conſej- 
W.. on was made by Peter in the Name and Confidence of 
theWhe other Apuliles, yet Jeſus told them propbetically, 
into hat even among Twelve, there was one Devil, meaning 
da, Iſcariot, who afterwards betrayed him; that 
bey might perceive the {xd Accidems which afterwards 
appened to him did not ſurprize him, as being igno- 
ant of them, or unprovided to uncergo them. Aſter 
his the Scribes and Phariſces,- who came from Jeruſa- 
em and Galilee {for Jeſus would not got Juda becauſe 
be Jeu, laid wait to kill him) quarrebd with him about 
Wome impertinent unneceſſary Ceremonies, not inſtituted 
by God, but by Ordinances of Men; as walhing their 
Hands when they eat; baptizing Cups and Platters, 
and waſhing Tables and Beds; which Rites the Apo- 
ſtles did not ob'erve, but at: ended diligentiy to the Sim 
plicity and Holineſs of their Maſter's Doctrine; our 
Saviour in return to their vain Demands, ſharply re- 
proves them for being ſo fond of theſe and many other 
Traditions, and neglecting the Divine Precepr:, teaching 
Men particularly, that if they gave to the Corban, or 
Treaſure of the Church, they might refuſe to ſupply® 
the Neceſſity cf their Parents, and diſregard the Duties 
of Piety and Charity; and thunders out Woes againſt 
their Impieties, for their Pride, their Hypocriſy, their 
impoſing Burthens upon others, which themſelves help 
not to ſupport : For their taking away the Key of Know- 
ledge from the People, and obſtructing the Faſlages to 
Heaven, and for approving the Wickedneſs of their 
Fathers in perſecuting the Prophets; adding concerning 
Waſhings, that no outward Impurity did ſtain the Soul 
in the Sight of God, but all Pollution is from the Cor. 
ruption of the Heart, and filthy Thoughts, unchaſte 
Deſires, and unholy Purpoſes, and that Love and Cha- 
rity are the beſt Purifiers in the World. | N 
Jeſus then departed into the Coaſt of Tyre and Sidon, 
and entred into a Houſe that he might not be known 3 © 
the Diligence of a Mother's Love and Sorrow, and Ne- 
ceſſity, tound him out in this Retirement; for a Wo- 
8 8 | I - D 2 | man © 
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man came and beſought him, trat ne would ant the D 
vil ont of her Laughter : Or Saviour ſeemed to rej: 


her Suit, for the ſake of her Nation, being a Syrophan 
cian, yet this did only make her Importunity more u 


deniab!le, ſhe begged but ſome Crumbs which fell trol } 
the Childrens 'i able, and but one Inſtance of Favay pi 
from him to her Daughter, which he poured forth wih m 
out meaſure upon the Sons and Daughters of J/ſrael. It ap 
ſus was pleaſed with her Zeal and Diſcretion, and pitie],. 
her Daughters Infelicity, and diſn-ifſed her with ſaying. 
The Devil is gone out of thy Daughter. 00 

Our Saviour returning to the Sea of Galilee, through dp! 
the midit of Decape/is, they brought to him a Man de pe 
and dumb, whom Jeſus cured by touching his Tongue 
and putting his Fingers into his Ears, to the Admiratio, 
of the People, who thereupon brought to him Multi: ud e: 
of diſeaſed Perſons, and he healed them all, but the Po pc 
ple having followed him three Days without eating ar 
Thing, Jeſus in pity to their Need, reſolved to Fefe 
them once more at the Charge of a Miracle; theretoW.,; 
taking ſeven Lon vet, and a few ſmall Fiſhes, he bleſlcM1 
them, and ſatisfied four Thoutand Men, beiides Wome. 
and Children, and there remained ſeven Baskets fall M7, 
broken Bread and Fiſh. 

From thence Jeſus departed by Ship to the Coaſt of 
Dalmanutha, wi ither tne Phariſees came, asking him Me 
Sign, who rejecting their cap:ious Demand, knowiry 
their Diſaffect on reproved them, that they diſcerned fail; 
or ful Weather in the Sky, but not the Signs of the Soni, 

of Man. However, ſince they neglected ſo great De non Hh 
ſtrations, fuch gracious Diſcouiſes, holy Laws and Pro 
Phecies, they mult expect no other Sign, but the Sign oh 
the Prophet Jenas, meaning the Reſurrection of tue Bo-Mec 
dy, alter three Days Burial; and paſſing over the Lake,ſWy: 
as bis Diſciples were ſollicitous, becute they had forgotMWir 

to take Bread, he caution'd them to beware of the Leaven if 
of the Phariſees and Sadducees, and the Leaven of Herod f. 
meaning the Hypocri'y and Vanitie: of the one, and the f 


Hereſy of the other, for Herod's Leaven was, the Pretenc 
| . | | that 


4 
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at he was the e//ras, which the Sect of the Herodians 
d earneſtly and ſpiteſully promote. Coming to Beth- 
da. he cuted a blind Man with his Spittle ; departing 
ence ta the Coas of Ceſarea Philippi, out of Herod's 
uriſdiftion, as belonging to his Brother Philip, after 
> had prayed with his Diſciples, he ask'd them, what 
pir ion the World had of him, and whom they reported | 


m to be. They anſwered, ſome ſay thou art Jobn the 
. J apiiſt, ſome that thou art Elia: or Feremias, or one of 
PU: Prophets. The Phariſ-es of Galilee were of Opinion, 


dat the Souls of dead Men or departed Prophets, paſſed 
ito another Body. But Jeſus asking the Apoſtles their 
W pinion, Peter in the Name of all the reſt, made an 
pen and confident Con feſſion, Thou art Chriſt the Son 
f the living God. This Confeſſion Jeſus confirmed to 
> revealed by Hod; and after the bleſſing of Peter's 
erſon, upon Alluſion to Peter's Name, Jeſus ſaid, That 


pon this Rock (the Article of Pe/er*s Confeſſion) he 
an ould build his Church, which the Gates cf Hell, Pers 
K * cution, Death, nor the Grave ſhoold ever prevail a- 
efor 


tainſt it, adding withal a Promiſe to Peter, in behalf of 
Uthe reſt, as he made a Confeſſion for them all, that 

ke would give unto him the Keys cf the Kingdom of 
eaven, ſo that whatſoever ne ſhall bind on Earth, ſhould 

de bound in Heaven, and whatſoever he ſhould looſe on 
arth, "ſhould be looſed in Heaven, a Power which he 

never communicated beſore to any. 
And now from hence forward, we often find our 
ord uttering ſad Predictions of the barbarous Uſage he & 

ould ſhortly meet with: That he ſhould be rejected f 
he Elders and chief Prieſts and Scribes, and ſuffer many 
hings at Jeruſalem, and be killed and be raiſed vp the 
hird Day, but Peter hearing that ſad melancholy Dif. 
Neourſe, contrary to his Hopes of ſome "Temporal Ad- 
vantage, he having learned the Dodtrine of Chrit's Com- 


"going, but not of his Croſs, in miitaken Civility took 
ven Jeſus afide, and began to rebuke him, ſaying, Be it far 
2 from the Lord, this ſhall not be unto thee: But our Lord, 
[4 - 


full of Zeal againſt ſo ſoft and humane an Adoration, £ 
2 D 3 that 
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that ſavoured nothing of God, chid Peter ſeverely, fay. 
ing, Get thee behind me Satan, thou art an Offence u 
me. And calling his Diſciples to him, aſſured then, 
That not only himſelf, but they alſo muſt ſuffer, ant 
that whoſoever will be the Diſciples of Jeſus, muſt tak: 
up his Croſs, deny himſelf and his own fonder Appe. 
tites, and trace his Maſter's Footſteps, marked out wit 
Bleod that he ſhed for our Redemption and Reftitution,} 
and that there can be no eſcaping from the Participation 
of Chriſt's Sufferings, fince [5 that will ſave his Like 
ſhall loſe it, and he that will loſe it, will fave it to Ef 
ternity ; and as thoſe are Fools that will loſe their il 


to gain the World, ſo they are certainly wiſeſt that wil 
give their Lives for him; becauſe when the Son of Mat 
mall come in bis Glory, and his Father's, and of the Ar. 
gels, he ſhall reward every Man according to his Works 
this Diſcourſe Jeſus concluded with a Prophecy, tha 
ſome ſtanding in that Preſence, ſhould not die till thej 
ſaw the Son of Man coming in his Glory. | 

Of the great Glories in Time to be revealed, Jeſu 
after eight Days gave a bright and excellent Probation, 
por taking with him Peter, and Janes, and John, he 

F went up into the Mount Tabor to pray; and while he 
_ prayed, he was transfigured before them, and his Face 
did ſhine like the Sun, and his Garments were whits 
and gliſtering ; and there appeared talking with him, 
NMiaſes and Elias glorioufly ſpeaking of his Deceaſe, which 
he ſhould accompliſh at Feru/alem ; which Glory theſe 
” Apoſtles, when they were awaked from Sleep, into 
Which they had fallen, did behold. After the Depar-. 
ture of theſe heavenly Viſitants, the Apoſtles being full 
of Fear and Wender, Peter talked he knew not what, 
ſaying, Maſter, it is good to be here ; let us build three 
Tabernacles. And it is recorded, I hat in After-ages, 
ſome devout Perſons in memory of this Myſtery, did 
erc& three Churches inthe ſame Place. Suddenly after 
a Cloud ſurrounded Jeſus and his Diſciples, and a Voice 


came from the excllent Glory, ſaying, This is my be- IJ 
| loved © 


ſay. 
de to 


em 
and 
aks 


Man 


An. he Devil, who that very Hour departed from him. 
ks; 
ha 


J 


es having tried in vain, but cou'd not perform nothing 


Purce of Silver, about fifteen Pence in Value, which 
Pf Vrael, from twenty Years old and above, to pray for 


Tabernacle. When Peter came into the Houſe, Jeſus 
knowing his M :ſlage, prevented him, asking him, Of 
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ed Son in whom I am well pleaſed, hear ye bim; 
ze Cloud which made them fore afraid, quickly diſap- 
ared, and freed them from their preſent Confterna- 
on, and they deſcended with Jeſus from the Mountain, 
ho commanded them to keep ſilence, which they ob- 
rved till his Reſurrection 

The next Day came to jeſus a Min in Behalf of his 
on, who was Lunatick, and ſore troubled with the De- 
il, who ſought often to de{iroy him with Fire and Wa- 
r, beſeeching our Saviour to deliver him; his Diſei- 


r want of Faith, wiich if it be true, is of Power to 
emove Moumains, to pluck up Trees by the Roots, 
nd plant them in the Sea ; our Saviour then rebuked 


oming to Capernaum, the Exactors of Taxes came to 
5m Peter, asking him it his Maſter paid Tribute, 
hich was a Siele or Drachm, the fourth part of an 
as the Tribute that the Lord impoſed upon all the Sons 


Redemption and Propitiation, and for the Uſe of the 


whom do the Kings of the Earth take Tribute ? Of 
their own Children, or of Strangers? Peter anſwered, 
for Strangers; then ſaid Jeſus, The Children are free. 
Meaning, That fince the Gentile or Heathen Kings do 
not exact Tribute of their Sons, neither will God of his 
Sons or Children; and therefore this Penſion ta be paid 
for the Uſe of the Tabernacle, for the Service of God, 
and for the Redemption of their Souls, was not to be 
paid by kim who was the Son of God, but by Stran- 
gers ; yet to avoid Offence, he ſent Peter a Fiſhing, and 
provided a Fiſh with two Drachms of Silver, which he 
commanded Peter to pay for them two, 

When the Diſciples were together in the Houſe with 
Jeſus, he asked them, what they had diſcourſed on by 
the Way; for they had * engaged in an ambitious 

1 1 
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and miſtaken Quarrel, which of them ſhould be greatef 


in tber Maſter's Kingdom; they ſtill dreaming that er 
ſhould be an External and Earthly Dominion, but their 
Maſter to check their Forwardneſs, told them, That WW 
that would be greateſt among them, ſhould be their M. A 
niſter; and taketh a little Child, and ſetting him in th; hit 
midſt, as a Pattern of Humility and Simplicity, ſuch in"? 
no.ent Lowlineſs cf Spirit being abſolutely neceſſary | ill 
* we will enter into the Courts of Heaven, from when"! 
2 


Jeſus di ſcourſes of the Care God takes of little Children 
whether Naturally or Spiritually ſuch, the Danger ff 
giving them Offences, the Law and Power of their Anf 
gels Guardian, and of the Neceſſity in the Event, tl | 
Scandals and Offences ſhould ariſe, and the great Wed 
and Miſery of thoſe Perſons, who were the Occaſion d 
them. 

But if in the Traverſes of Life, Injuries ſhould be don 
us, he bids us firſt reprove the Perſon that has done uf 
Wrong privately, and upon his Repentance to forgiv 
him for ever; with a Mercy as unwearied ard mu!tip!:. 
ed as his Penitence. For the Servant to whom the Lori 
that forgave Ten Thouſand Talents, becauſe he refuſe 
to forgive his Fellow. ſervant an Hundred Pence, was de. 
Jivered tothe Tormentors till he thould pay that Debt 
which his Lord once forgave. 

Jobn now came and gave him Informaticn of a S:ranl 
ger that caſt out Devils in the Name of jeſu, but be. 
Cauſe he was not of the Family, he had forb:dden him: 
Our Saviour replies, He ſhould in no wiſe have forbid- 
den him, for there is no Man which ſhall do a Miracle? 
in my Name, that can lightly ſpeak Evil of me, for he 
that is not againſt us, is for us Then Jeſus proceeded 
in his excellent Sermon, ad#ing holy Precepts, con- 
cerning Offences which a Man might do to himſelf, in le 
which Caſe he is to be ſevere, though moſt gentle to e- 
thers; for in his own Caſe he muſt ſhew no Mercy, it 
being better to cut off the offending Hand or Foct, or 
part with an Eye, rather than wich the Support of a 
groubleſoz2e Foot, or a wandring Eye, fall into 7 ſad 
| (Cl 


- 
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ternity, where the Worm dieth not, and the Fire is 
ot quenched, and ſo ended his excellent Diſcourſes at 
15 Time. 

About this Time was the Zezv; Feaſt af Tabernacles, 
Whither Jeſus went up as it were in Secret, and paſling 


1 ir. rough Samaria, he found the Inhabitants of a little 
ry Millage ſo inhoſpitable as to refuſe to give him Enter. 
enoÞinment, which ſo provoked the intempetate Zeal of 
Ire, 8 amcs and Jobn, that they fain would have ealled Fire 
er rom Heaven, to conſume them as Elias did. But our 


ord rebuked their Anger, teaching them to diſtinguiſh 


th. (We Spirit of Chriſtianity from the decretary Zeal of 
WW. tas, for ſince the Son of Man came to ſeek and to ſave 
n Phat was loſt, it was Indiſcretion and Raſhneſs, upon 


ze lighteſt Diſpleaſure, to deſtroy a Man, whoſe Re- 
Nemption coſt the Effaſion of the deareſt Blood from 
ie Heart of Jeſus; on the contrary, our bleſſed Savi- 
„Nor does a Miracle upon the Ten Leprous Perſons which 
ame to him, crying out with fad Exclamations for Help; 
Put Jeſus ſent them to the Prieſt to offer for their Clean. 
ing, and but one only returned to give Thanks, and he 


ſec * . 
4. Stranger, who with a Icud Voice glorifiedsGod, and 
eh ich humble Adoration, worſhipped and gave Thanks 


o Jeſus. a 
Our Lord having finiſhed his Journey, was now come 
o Jeruſal:m ; there were variqus Opinions concerning 
im, ſome ſaying he was a good Man, others, that he 
leccived the People, and the Phariſees ſought for him to 
do him a Miſchief ; but when they deſpairing, finding 
im in the midſt cf the Feaſt and the People, he preach- 
d openly in the midſt of the 'Lemple; and though they 
ere convinced by the Variety and Divinity of his Mira- 
les and Diſcouries ; yet to make it appear how far Pre» 
udice may prevail againſt Conviction and Demonſtrati. 
on, we find a Prove. b, a Circamſtance outweighed mul. 
itudes of Miracles and Arguments, and Chrilt being of 
alitee, when they knew whence he was, becauſe of the 
Proverb, That out of Gali comes na Prophet. There- 
ae the Ruler; did not believe in him, but queſtion'd his 
o Fower 
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= Power, and his Divinity, yet very many believed on 
him, ard no Man durſt to lay his Hands upon him to 


take him, for as yet his Time was not come; therefore, | 


when the Phariſees ſent Officers to {eize him, they alia 


became bis Diſciples, leing themſelves ſurprized with } 


the Excellency of his Doctrine 


Aſter this, Jeſus went to the Mount of O/ives, on the | 


Feaſt of Feruſalim, and next Day returned again into the 
Temple, where the Scribes ard Phariſees brought him a 
Woman taken in tte Act of Adultery ; tempting kim to 


give Sentence, that they might accuſe him of Severity, Þ 


or intermeddling if he condemned her, and cf Remiſneſs 


and Popularity if he did acquit her. But our Saviour 


four d cut an Expedient for their Difficulty, and changed 
the Scere, by bidd iag him that was innocent among 


them to throw the fin Stone at the Adultreſs, and then 


ſtooping down, to them a fair Occaſion to withdraw, he 
wrote upon the Ground w.th his Finger, Jeſus was left 


alone, and the Woman in the midit, whom Jeſus ciſmilt, Þ 
charging her to fin no more. A while after, Jeſus be- 


pins again to dilcourſe to them of his Miſſion from the 
ather ; of his Crucifixion and Exaltat ion from the 


Earth; of the Reward of Believers ; of the Excellency | 


of Truth; of ſpititual Liberty ard Rela ions; who are 
the Sons of Abraham, and who the Children of the De- 
vil ; of his own Eternal Generaticn ; and of the Defire 
of Abraham to ſee this Day And conf.ting their mal. 
cious and vain Calumnies, till they to contute him, took 


pay 22.4, 


up Stones to cail at him, but he went out of the Temple, 


going through the midit cf them, and ſo pafſed by. 


elared that his Blindnels was not a Puniſhment for his 
own or his Parents Sin, which was the Opinion of the 
Phariſees, but ſent as an Occaſion to make publick ihe 
Glory of God; he ta manifeſt himſelf to be the Light of 
the Wor'd in all Senſee, proved it by a Miracle; for 
anointing his Eyes with Clay and Spittle, he bid him go 
waſh in Sleem, which was a Pool of clear Water, ſent 
by God (fait, Fpiphenins) at the Prayer of {aiah the 

| | | — Pro- 
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In his Paſſage he met with a Man born blind, and de- | 
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Prophet, a little beſore his Death, to ſatisfy the Neceſ- 
ſities of the People, oppreſſed with Thirſt, and a cloſe } 
Siege, ſtanding at the Foot of Mount Sien, and gave 
its Water at certain Times and Periods, always to the 
Jews, but not to their Enemies; and by the Overflow 7 
ing thereof, a Pool was made ; the Blind Man went and 
waſhed, and returned ſeeing, and was inceſſantly vexed 
with the Phariſees, to tell them the Manner and Circum- 
ſlances of the Cure; and when the Man had averred the 
Truth, and named his Phyfician, giving him a pious 
and charitable Teſtimony, the Phariſees, becauſe they 
could not force him to dilavow his good Opinion of je- 
ſus, caſt him out, or excommunicated him : But Jeſus 
meeting him, received him into the Church, and told 
him, That he was Chriſt, and the Man became again 
enlightned, and he believed and worſhipped. But the 
Phariſees blaſphemed, and in the midſt of Light ſnut 
their Eyes, and doated upon Darkneſs, and therefore 
their Sin did remain. 6 | 
Jeſus then continued his Sermon among the Phariſees, 
and diſcourſed of the Properties of a gocd Shepherd, 
proving them to be Thieves and Robbers, becaule they 
refuſed to enter in by Jeſus, who is the Door of the 
Sheep; and unlike all other Shepherds, would lay down 
his Life for his Sheep: The Jews to requite him for 
his Divine Precepts, uſed their old Argument, taking 
up Stones again, to throw at him, but he eſcaped out 
of their Hands, and went away beyond Jordan, where 
Jobs at firit Baptized ; which made the People remem- 
ber, that John did no Miracle, but this Man whom 2? 
John gave Teſtimony of his Holineſs, did many Mira- 
cles, and many believed on him there. | 
After this, Jeſus knowing that the Harveſt was great, 
and the Labourers but very few, ſent out ſeventy-two of 
his Diſciples with the like Commiſion as formerly to 


the twelve Apoſtles, chat they might go before to the Pla- 


ces whither himſelf meant to come; who upon their re- 
turn from their Journey rejoiced greatly in Spirit, giv- 
ing Glory to God, that be had revealed bis Golpel ta 

I D © ; Babes 


rns « 
ere. 


mould b- incet:(1gable and importunate in Prayer, like | 
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Babes, and hid them from the Wiſe and Learned. At 
this ime a Doctor of the Law came to Jeſus, ſaying, 
Maſter, what ſhall 1 do to inherit Eternal Life? Our | 
Saviour referred him to the Scriptures, and declared the | 
Way to Heaven to be this only, To love the Lord with 
all our Pewers and Faculties: But when the Lawyer | 
was captious, atking, who was his Neighbour, C hriſt 
tells him a Parable of a Traveller fallen into the Hands | 
of Thieves, and negleQed by a Prieſt and a Levize, bu | 
relieved by a Samaritan, fince no Diſtance of Country 
or Re'igion deſtroys the Relation of Neighbourhocd ; 
but every Perſon vi h whom they converſe in Peace and 
8 is that Neighbour whom we are to love as our- 

Ives. 

Jeſus departing from Feruſalem, came to a Village Nur 
called Bethary, where Mar/ha making g:e:t and buly | e 
Preparation for his Entertainment, to exp:els her ].y ; ab 
and Affection co his Perſon, deſiied him to diſmiſs Ma- ry 
ry from hi Feet, who ſat there ſeaſting herſ::f with lis i An 
excellent Diſcourſes, to aſſiſt ber; but tho' Jeſus did WY: 
not di ſcommend Martha's Civility, yet he preferred Med 

Mary's Choice, Religion, and Sanctity. Our Saviour 
now teaches the Diſciples that Form of Prayer, called 


The Lord's Prayer, the ſecond Time, and thut they 


the Widow who tu:cedan urjult Judge to do her ſuſtice 


by her earneſincs and continual ſolliciting him, Many Wt 
ether Things he added in this Sermon, and {ome being. 
preſent that told him of the Galileans, whole Blood Pi- ö Ne 
late mingled wi:h their Sacriſices; Jeſus repiy'd, I hat . 
theſe fad Calam i ies were no Arguments chat theſe Ca- I. 
lileans were greater Sinners than others, tho' this Judg- Wit 


ment fell upcn them, Theſe Galilears were a tort of 
People that taught it to be unlawtul to pay I'ribute ta e 
Stiangers, or to pray tor the Reman Emperors, avd be. . 
Cauſe the Jews did both, they refuſed to communicate 

with them in their Sacred Rites ard Cerenionige, but s. 
* Wou'd {acrifice a-pare, at which Solemniy, when h Mn 
© tote the Roman Deputy a; prebcaded many or then, he 


caulcd 
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uſed them all to be ſlain, and to die vpdn the ſame 


? lars, R 
ur And now a certain Ruler of the Synagogue, repining 
re WF Jeſus for having cured a Woman that wzs crooked, 
ö 


oſing her ſrom her Infirmity, wherewich ſhe Lad been 
ited eighteen Vears; our Saviour made the Man a. 
med by asking him, Whetner he himlelf would not 
ds Noſe an Ox from the Stall, ard lead him to watering on 
We Sabbath day. And by the {ame Arguments filenced 
de Scribes and Phariſers, who were angry with him, 
rr curing a Perſon ot the Dropſy on that Day. For 
& {ws to take off the Yoke of the Ceremonial Law, by 
$-'iſhing the Mſaick Rites, choſe to do many of his 
Miracles on the Sibbath, and free Chrillianicy from that 
arden, that he might abrogate the one, and inſtitute 
ge Lord's Day at the ſame Lime; not much unlike the 
7 abbatical River, which the Rabbies mention, I' bat was 
4. ' ry ſix Days, but guſhed out in a full Stream on the 


bbath. Jeſus then went up and down the Cities. of Ga- 
ie, inforcing the Doctrines he had taught them, and 
d Meding new Precepts, advertiſing them of the Multit des 
ur Bf ih fe that periſh, and how tew ſha!l be ſaved, and 
2d Piat they ſhovld ſtrive to enter into the itrait Gate; the 
ay to Deſtruction beiag fair and plaulib'e, but the Way 
ie BÞ Heaven very difficult, and few there be that find it. 
de e difcouries of the many Excuſe; ti a: Perions uſed 
bo were invited to the Feaſt of the Kingdom, an the 
g feſuments of the Goſpel, and tacitly inſinust the 
i- ö Kejeclion of tue News, Who were firit invited, and ine 

alls of the Genti/es, from the Highways and Hedges. 
le repr-vcr:ds Herod for his Subtiity and Deſign to kill 


-m; pricphecies he ſhould die at Feraſalem, and intie 
of rates the fad Deſolations that ſhui. happen, for neg- 
to Wetting this their Day of Vißtitiou, ond for killing the 
e. Fropteis and Meſſengers ſent from God. 

te The Fews Feaſe of Dedic-tiva being at hand, Jeſus 
ut Wverit up to Jeruſalein, and preached in Solomon's Porch 3 + 
= Wndihe End of the Sermon was, that the Fews had like 
We have ſtoned him again. But retiring from thence, 


d W--- 
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be went beyond, Jordan, and by a moſt elegant a 
perſuaſive Parable, declared to the People the Mercy 
Boa in accepting Penitents, by the Example of the |; 

” ther, who received the Prodigal Son upon his Rety 
from his Follies and Alleviaticns ; he diſcourſes of t 
Meſſias coming into the World, to recover living be 
ſons from their Sin and Danger in the Parables of d 
loſt Sheep and Great, and under the Repreſentment 
the unjuit but prudent Steward, he teaches us to en 
ploy our preſent Opportunities and Eſtates, by layi 
them out in Acts of Mercy and Religion, that whif 
our Souls ſhall be diſmiſled from the Stewardſhip af 


Cuſtody of our Body, we may be entertained in Eve i 
laſting Habitations. He then utters a Parable of Divi. f 
a voluptuous ard uncharitable Man, and Lazarus ap 4 
ous, afflicted, ſick Beggar, the firſt dyed and went ii, 
Hell, the ſecond into Abraham's Boſom, God ſo orderirhſl./; 
the Diſperſation of good Things, that we cannot ea 
4 enjoy two Heavens; nor ſhall the Miſeries of this Li. 
it ve be truly Religious, be otherwiſe than a beau .. 
\ ful Eternity; and for Dives's Requeſt, that his Brethri . 
might have Warning of his w« ful Condition; our Sao: 
our ſhews, that the ordinary Ways of Salvation are Ma. 
expreſs Revelations of Scripture, and the Miniſtries q al. 
God's Appointment ; and whoſoever neglects theſe, ſhilf v 
not be ſupplied by extraordinary Mears, or if he wen on 
they would be totally ineffectual. He then laid his Hand, 
upon ſ{cme young Children, and gave them his Bleſſing i h. 
charging his Apoſtles to admit of Infants to him, be. 
cauſe to them in Perſon, and to ſuch as they in ſignif lee 
cation, the Kingdom of Heaven does appertain. He in,, 
ſtructs a young Man in the Way te Happineſs, by keep day 
inpg God's Commands, and heroical Acts of Charity nd 
which Diſcourſe ſalling upon a Perſon not enough re. Mea 
ſigned nor weaned from worldly Enjoyments, for he wand 
very rich; eur Lord then diſcourſes how hard it is fol... 
2 Rich Man to be ſaved, but expounds himſelf to mean a 


they that truſt in Riches 3 however, though it is a Mat 
ter of great Difficulty, and almoſt impoſſible, not to be 
| | , over 


** poſſivle to God But when the Apotiles heard their 
© BY aiter bid the young Man fell all, and give to the Poor, 
yy d follow him, an ior his Reward, promiſed him an 


an to think that thi; was their Cale, and the Promiſe 
© might concern them, and asked the Queſtion, What 
all we have, that have forſaken all, and followed thee ? 
OS ſus aniwered, They ſhould fit »pon twelve Thrones, 
aging the twelve Tribes of t; adding, That 
ery Diſciple who ſhauld forſake either Houſe, or Wile, 
Children, or any other Thing for his Sake, and the 
opel, ſhould re.e:ve a hundred Fold in this Life, by 
ay of Comfort and Equivalency, and in the Worid to 
dme, thouſands of Glories and Poſſeſſions to all Eter- 
/; for they that are laſt, ſhall be firſt, and the firſt 
all be Jaſt, and the deſfiſed People of this World ſhall 
WE'gn like Kings, and Poverty ſhall {well into eternal Sa- 
Ws 'acticn, for as our Saviour taught his Diiciples in the 
irable of the Labourers in the Vineyard, the ſame Re- 
ard ſhall be given to all, the the Times of their 
orking were different, and Crowns of Glory ſhall be 
ſtowed upon all the faithful Followers of Jeſus, who 
all reign with him to Eternal Ages. 
While Jeſus was in Galilee, Mcilzngers came to him 
om Martba and Mary her Siſter, that he would haſten 
to Judea to Bethany, to relieve her Brother Lazarus, 


azarus was dead, but he would raiſe him out of that 
leep of Death. By that Time Jeſus was arrived at 
eibany, he frund that Lazarus had been dead four 
days, and now near to Putreſactien, but when Martha 
d Mary met him, weeping with pious Tears for their 
ead Brother, he himſelf ſuffered the Paſſions of Piety 
d Humanity: Jeſus wept, diſtilling that precious Li- 
uor into the Grave of Lazarus, watering the dead 
lant, that it might ſpring into a new Life. 
When our Saviour by his Words of Comfort and Inſti- 
"ion, bad ſtrengthened the Faith of the two mourning 
en 8 + Siſters, 


* 
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© erome with the Love o! this Wer d, yet nathing is 


eavenly Trealuie ; Peter in tie Name of the reſt, be- 


ho was dangerouſly ſick; but he deferred going till 


b 
ow 
— 


— 


. 


: 
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wonde g iog and maliczus, went and told the Phariſe 
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Siſters, and commanded the Stone to be removed fron 
the Grave 3 ; he made an Addreſs of Adoration to his e 
ther, confefling his Readineſs a ways to hear him, auf 
then cryed out, Lazarus come forth; and he that wa 
dead came forth of his Bed of Darkneſ, with his bur 
ing Cloaths on him, wham when the Apoſtles had un- 
looſed at the Command of Jeius, he went to Betbany, and 
many the e were preſent believed on him, but other} 


> the Story of the Miracle, who upon tueir Advice calel 
the Great Coincil, who took tvlemn Cognizaace of the 
Principal Cauſes of Prophets, of Kings, and of the hoh 
Law; at which great Aſſembly, Caipbas, the High 
Prieſt prophecied, !hat it was expedient one ſhuuld cif 
for he People, and thence forth they determined th 
Death of our bleiſed Saviour; who being acquainted 1 
with what they had decreed, retircd co the City off 
Ephraim, in the 1 tibe of Judah, near the Deſart. 0 

| Here ne ontinucd till the Feit of Eafter, and then I. 
going tou ard Jeraſul m with his Diſciples, he told then 

what the Event of his Journey woul1 be, that the Few Wh. 
ſhould deliver him to the Gentiles, and that they ſhould BR, 
Scourge him, ard Mech him, and Crucify him, and the a 
Third Day he ſhovia nue again, Aſter this Piſcourle, i 
the Motler vi Zebedre's hildten begg'd of Jeſus for Pit 
her two dens, that one might fi n his Right-hand, and} 
the other at bis Left in bis "Kingdom: For no Diſcoutſe 
of his Paſſium could make his Uiittpies ſenſible of the 
Myſter:ouineis oi his Kingdom, which was not of thi 
World; but if tt ey wou d partake of the Favours of it, 
fuch as they were, they mul drink of his Cup, and be 
Fartakers f his Sufferings, ard thereby put themiclves 
in a Diſpoſit ion of becoming Veilels of Election. Com- 
Ing in his Journey near Ferichs, he cures a Blind Man 
hecing by the Way-lide, and elpyivg Zaccheus, a Man 
of id Stature, the Chief of the Publicans, upon, a Tree, 
that he might ſee je ſus paſſing by, Jeius invited himielf 
to his 1tuutc, who received um wih Gladneſs, aid 
Repeucauce of his Crimes, o$:ung Satisfaclion 3 all 
| | nom 
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hom he had wronged, and gave half the Kemainder 
his Eftate to the Povr. 


a six Days before E-fler, Jeſus came to Bethany, where 
Oe was ſealed by Martha and Mary, accompanied 
wa ith Lazarus, who fat at Table with him; and now 
than came to ſee Jeſus, and Lazarus who was raiſed 
en om the Dead, and upon that Occafinn believed on 


eſus. The next Day Jeſus came to the Feot of the . 
ount of O/zwves, and ſent his Diſciples to Berhprage, 

pmmanding them to unlcoſe an Aſs and a Colt, ane 
ring them, telling the Owner it was for their Malter's 
We; and riding to Feruſalem, the People upon Notice 
$f his Approach, took Branches of Palm-Trees, ſtrew- 
g them in the Way, and crying out, Hanna, to the 
Pon of David; which was a Form of Exclamation uſed 
the Honour of God, and in great Solemnity, figni- 
yirg, Lord ſave us, Lord proſper us, and the Phariſees 
now ing this to be an appropriate Manner of Addreſs 
| d God alone, ſaid one to another, by way of Wonder, 
ear what theſe Men ſay. | 

= When Jeſus from the Mount beheld Jeruſalem, he 
F-ept over it, and foretald the Miſcries and Inſelicities 


lem 


ld „nich would happen to it, of which every Circumſtance 
thei une to paſs, For in the Mount of Olzver, where Jeſus 4 
ole, ed Tears over periſhing Zeru/alem, the Romans firſt 
for pitched their Tents when it came to its final Deſtruction. 
and Arne Peoples Acclamations followed till the Phari/ees 
urle Gere ready to burſt with Envy; and there he cured cer- 


ain Perſons that were Blind and Lame Jeſus then 
i ame to Bethany, and turning into the Houle of Simon 

he Leper, Mary Magdalin having been reproved by 
Fudas, for (pending Ointment upon Jeſus Feet, of great 


ve Value ; to declrae her Love once more, ſhe poured the 
* ame rich Ointment on his ſacred Head; all the Diſei- 
an 


dles murmuring at this prodigious Expence, Jeſus to ex- 
dreſs his Thankfulneſ, and her miraculous Affection, 


ce, added this Prophecy, That where-ever the Goſpel ſhould 
elf We preached, a Record of this Act ſhould be kept as a 
ad perpetual Monument of her Piety. 

all | Two - 
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Two Days before the Paſſover, the Scribes ad Pha Whto 
fees called a Council, to ecntrive crafty Ways for «ic! 
ſtroying of Jeſus, they not daring to do it by open Vi th 
lence. Of which Meeting Judas Iſcariot having Nori 
ran from Bethany, and offered hinſelf to betray his M. 
ſter to them, if they would give him a conſiderable Re 
ward; they agreed for Thirty Pieces of Silver, which x: 
cording to the [Zew!// Account, it is thought to be "I'hin 
Pound Weight of Silver, a gocdly Price for the Saving 
of the World to be prized at by his undiſcerning and u 
worthy Countryman. The next Day, which was th 
firſt Day of the unleavered Bread, on which it was rf 
ceſſary they ſhould kill the Paſſover, Jeſus ſent Pu 
and John to the City, to a certain Man whom i 
ſhould find carrying a Pitcher of Water to his Hou 
him they ſhould follow, and there prepaee the Paſſover 
they went and found the Min in the fame Circumſtance 
and prepared for jeſus and his Family, who at the Ever 
ing came to celebrate the Paſſover: It was the Houſe i 
Fohn, ſirnamed Mark, which had always been open 
this Bleſſed Family, where our Saviour was pleaſed 
* finiſh l. is laſt Supper. . 
When the Evening was come, Jeſus ſtood with hi 
Diſciples and eat the Paſchal Lamb, after which he gi 
himſelf with a Towel, and taking a Baſon, waſhed t 
Feet of his Diſciples, inſtructing them in the Doctrine. 
Humility, by his own Example: But Peter was unwif 
ling to be waſhed by his Lord, unti! he was told he mu 
renounce his Part in him unleſs he were waſhed, wh 
therefore cryed out, Not my Feet only, but my Hard 
and my Head. Jeſus ſaid, the waſhing of the Feet ud 
ſufficient for the Purification of the whole Man, relatin 
to the Cuſtom of thuſe Countries who uled to go to S1 
per immediately from the Baths, and were ſufficient! 
clean, ſave only on their Feet, by reaſon of the Da 
contracted in their Paſſage from the Baths to the Dining 
room; and by it J:1us meant that the Body of Sin v 
waſhed away in the Baths of Baptiſm. : | 
After the eating of the Paſchal Lamb, it was thi 
Ciullon 
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iſtom of the Jews to fit down to a ſecond Supper, in 
ich they eat Herbs and unleavened Bread, the Maſter 
the Family firſt dipping his M rel, and then the reſt 
the Houſhold, after which the Father brake Bread 
o Pieces, and diſtributed a Part to every one of the 
eſts, and firſt drinking himſelf, gave to the reſt the 
p filled with Wine, according to the Age and Dig- 
y of the Perſon, adding to each Diſtribution a Form 
Benediction proper to the Myltery, which was com- 
morative of their Deliverance out of Egyet. This 
pper Jeſus being to celebrate, turned the Ceremon 
o a Myſtery, and gave his Body and Blood Sacramen- 


iy; hereby inſtituting the Bleſſed Sacrament, which 


pm the Time of its Inſtitution, is called, The Lord's 


Wpper, which Rite Jeſus commanded the Apoſtles to 


mmemorate until his ſecond Coming. 
But Jeſus being trovbled in Spirit, told his Diſciples, 
hat one of them ſhoul 1 betray him, te confirm them in 


Weir Belief of his Wiſdom and Spirit of Prophecy ; the 


iſciples were diſturbed, and looking on one another, 


dubting of whom he ſpake, beckoned to the beloved 


iſciple, leaning on Jeſus's Breaſt, that he might ask y# 
r they who knew theic own Innocency, were defirous 
ſatisfy their Curioſity, to be rid of their Fear. Jeſas 
ing asked, gave them a Sign, and a Sp to Judat, 
mmanding him to do what he liſt ſpeedily, Jeſus be- 
g extfeamly ſtreightned till he had drank the bitter 
p prepared for him. After Judas received the S5p, 

e Devil entred into him, and he went forth immedi- 
ly it being now Night. i 
After his Departure, Jeſus began his Farewel Ser- 
on, diſcourſing ef the Glorification of God in his San, 


d of thoſe Glories his Father had prepaxed for him; 


s ſudden Departure to prepare a Place for them; 


mmanding them ts love one another, fore:elling Pe- 


who made confident Proteſts, I hat he would die with 
s Maſter, yet before the Cock crew twice he ſhould 


oy him thrice; arming them againſt Perſecation, and 


ving them kis Bleſſing, and praying for them, 2 
| | ] en 41 
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then having ſang an Hymn, which was part of the prey 
Hallelujah, beginring at the cxiv P/a/m, When Ira 
came out of Egypt, &c ending at the cxviiith incluſiye 
went forth with his Diſciples over the Brook Cedvon, t: 
the Mount of Olives, to a Vill-ge called Gerh/emarW"<< 
where there was a Garden, into which he entred t 
pray, together with his Difciptes. But taking Pete 
James and John with him, about a Stone's calt from tWP* 
reſt, he began to be exceeding ſorrowſul and ſad eve 
unto Death; ſaying, Tarry ye here, and watch with 
me, and he was withdrawn from them, and kneeleſ 
down, and fell on his Face to the Ground, ſaying, Of 
my Father! If it be pe ſſible, let this Cup paſs from mꝗ 
nevertheleſs not my Will, but thy Will be done; th 
he repeated thrice in the ſame Words; but knowing tl 
Drinking of this Cup, was the great End of his comin; 
into the World, he divelied bimſeli of the AﬀeQtions 


Fleſh and Blocd, and keczuſe his Father commande{} L 
was deſirous to ſuffer all our Pains, => 
Mean while Judas the Traytor came with a Multitud l 
of armed Men, with Swords and Staves from the Pries G 
and Elders to apprehend him, taking the Opportunin s 
ef the Night, becauſe they durſt not ſeize him by Da eſs 
for Fear cf the People, and Judas ſignified the Perſo nd 
of his Maſter to the Soldiers by a Kiſs, an Addreſs = 
ſeeming Civility ; but when they came toward hin” 
Jeſus ſaid, Whom ſeek ye? They ſaid, Jeſus of Vf.“ 
zareth, He ſaid, 1 am he; yet there was a Divinit<* 
upon him, that the Soldiers coming at firſt with a rudi ] 
Attempt, were twice repelled by the Glory of his Pe! 
fon, till they falling at his Feet, were at laſt admitteſ U 
to the Seizure of his Perſon; but Peter a ſtout Gali lea 
attempted a bold Reſcue, cut off the Ear of one of . 
High Prieſt's Servants ; but Jeſus rebuked his Paſſioa 
and commanded him to put up his Sword, ſaying, A 1 
that ſtrike with the Sword, ſhall periſh with the Swe 
and touched Malchus's Far, and cured him. | 
When Jeſus had yielded himſelf to their Power, by. 
Diſciples fled, and Jobs the Evangeliſt, who for Go « 
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ad forgot to lay aſide bi Uprer Ga, ent, which they 
ed on Feſtivals to put on, vegan to make his Eſcape, 
ut being ſeized by the Linen upon his bare Body, was 
prced to leave that behind hin, that himielt might 
oid his Malter's Danger Bu: Peter followed afar off, 
ad the Greatneis of Fchn's Love made him :ieturn to 
he High Prieſt's Hall, after his Sarprize and Frighe 
as over. j*lu; was firſt led to Aunat, who was the 
rince cf the Sarhedrim, and hid Cognizance of Pro- 
Whets and publics Doctrines, who asking Jeſus of his 
Wiſciples, and of his D-Qriaes, anſwered, That he 
oke only to the World, and there fore referred him to 
e Veitimony of all the People; for which true An- 
er, a Servant ſtanding by ſtruck him on the Face, 
nd Jeſus meekly anſwercd him, What Evil had he 
one? But Annas without the ſeventy Judges could do 
hing, and therefore fent him to Caiaphas, who was 
High Priet that Year. | 
tier coming thither, denied three Times thit he was 
Galilean, and of Jeſus's Family, till our Saviour look. 
ning back, reminded him of his Prediction, and che Fouls 


Jess of the Crime, and the Cock crew: Peter went out 
rod wept bitterly, that he might cleanſe his Soul from 
„ e foul Stains he had contracted by his ſhameful Perju- 
bin, and denying his Lord; and it is reported, that ever 


ter, when he heard the Cock crow, he wep: at the 
nitf emembrance of bis own Unworthineſs. | 

rue In the Morning the Council aſſembled and ſought falſe 
Witneſs again Jeſus, but found none to the purpoſe; 
itte hey railed boldly, bat could find nothing; they acc aled 


puld pretend to, was, That he would deſtroy the Tem- 
le, and build it up again in three Days; but the Wit 
tes by diligreeing, made void each others Teſtimony, 
ud therefore Jeſus anſwe:'d neither to this, nor any other 
heir Allegations, till at length Cataphas adjures him 


_ bu the Living God, to iay whether he was Corift or no: 
ries knew his Deliga was to take away his Life by this 


Iquiry, and not out of Piety or Curioſity, yet becauſe 
1 10 ö - 
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hemently, but the greateit Article that their Malice 
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his Hour was now come, openly affirmed he was Chi 
the Son of God, which when Calapbas heard, he ent 
out, Blaſphemy, rent his Garments, and called preſ:ui 
for Sentence to be pronounced againſt him, and as it 
agreed, they all condemned him as guilty of Death, : 
as far as they had Power inflicted it; for they beat hi 
with their Fiſts, ſmote him with the Palms of tie 
Hands, ſpit vpon him, and abuſed him. When Ju 
heard they had paſſed the final Sentence upon him, he: 
pented him of his Wickedneſs, and he brought back! 
Reward of his Treaſon, and threw it among them, (| 
ing, I have betrayed innocent Blood, and the Prieſtsujf 
Conſultation, Hough: with the Money a Field to b 
Strangers in; ard Judas went and hanged himſelf; 
is reported by the Ancients, that Judas fell from the |: 
Tree on whieh he was hanged, before he was quite de 
and at length ſo ſwelled, that he burſt, ard his Bos 

guſhed our. The High Prieſt hiving aſſigned over 
ſus to the ſecular Power, carried him to Pilate to be 
to Death by his Sentence, or military Authority. P. 
willing to decline the Buſineſs, bid them judge him 


ur 
cording to their own Law; they reply'd, it was Mel 
lawful for them to put any Man to Death, meat 
during the ſeven Days of unleavened Bread, which tl { 


happened, as appears in the Initance of Herod, Who a 


tained Peter in Priſon, intending after Eafter to bic, 
him out to the People. Others think, that all the Kat 
of inflictiag capital Puniſhments was taken from the 772 
by the Romans, and Joſephus writes, that when Anale 
the High Prieſt had, by a Council of that Nation, Mo 
demned St. Tams, the Brother of our Lord, and Ws | 
bim to Death without the Conſent of the Roman PMInil 
ident, he was deprived pf his Priethood : But tit 
Malice being reitleſs till the Sentence they had paſt Wi; 
put in Execttion againſt our Saviour, and they kin 
that Pilate was a zealous Promoter of the Roman G / 


- "neſs, and an Hater of the Sect of the Galileans, | 
High Prieit accuſed Jeſus that he was of that Sect, { 
that he denied paying Tribute to Cz/ar, and ci 
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e'f King. Pilate having queilioned him about it, 
anſwered, That his Kingdom was not of this World, 
late thinking he had nothing to do with the other 
ngdom, gave Teſtimony, that he found nothing wor- 
y of Death in Jeſus. But hearing that he was a Ga/i- 
„ and of Herod's Juriſdiction, he ſent him to Herod, 
o was at Teruſalem at the Feaſt. Herod was glad, 
cauſe he had heard much of him, and deſired to ſee 
„hoping to ice ſome Miracle don: by him, of whom 
had heard ſo many: but the Event was, that Jeſus 
| no Miracle, and Herod's © diers ſet him at naught, 
d mocked him; and that Day Herod was reconciled; 
Pilate. And Jeſus was ſent back clothed in a White 
d ſplendid Garment, which tho* p-ſhib'y they intend» 


eis Derifion, yet was a Token of Innocence, condeme 
, d Perſons being uſually arrayed in Back. 
ou 


But Pilate offered that according to the Cuſtom of the 
ation, Jeſus ſhould be releaſed for the Honour of the 
efent Feſtival; yet the Spirit cf Malice was more 
evalent, and the Multitude required that Berabbas, a 
urderer, a Thief, and a ſeditious Perſon, ſhould be 


changed for him; Pz/ate being willing to acquit 
al ſus from Puniſhment, and himſelf of Guilt, offered 
4 ſcourge him, and let him go, hoping that a leſſer 
0 


aught of Blood might ſtop their Rage; but theſe 
iſcreants cry*d out, Cruciſy him, and told him plainly, 
at if he let this Man go, he was no Frien i to Cæſar. 
/ate then called for Water, and waſbed his Hands, to 
e his own Unwillingneſs, and fix this Guilt on them, 
ho took it upon them as greedily ; as they ſucked 
$ Blood, they cry'd out, His Blood be upon us and our 
hildren. As Pil ate was going to give Sentence, his 


ſs and Paſſion of a Woman, that he ſhould have no- 
ing to do with that juſt Perſen. But he was engaged. 
ſar and Jeſus, God and the King did ſeem to have 
tterent Intereſts, and tho' he was ſatisfied it was only 
alumny and Malice, yet againſt the Divine Laws and 
be Roman alſo, he condema'd an innccent Perſon, and 

>" a, pat 4 1 55 | Ti ad- 
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ife being troubled in her Dream, ſent with the Earheſt- - 7 


* tion, a it God tad ſoriaken him, but not a Sy llable 
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adjudg'd him to a Death, which was only due to Mar. 


derers and publick Thieves; upon Pretence of Blaſphe- 2 
my, of which he ſtood accuſed, but not convicted, and I 
for which, by the Jeu Liw, he ſhould have been ſten:d ,, 
to Death. 5 


And now was the Holy Lamb to bleed ; Firſt there. h. 
fore Pilate's Soldiers array him in R«yal Robes, put a 
Reed in his Hand for a Scepter, plaited a Crown offfl g. 
Thorns on his Head; they bow the Knee, and mock he 
him, and inſtead of Tribute, pay him with Blows and 
Spitting upon his Holy Head, and after the molt hor. N 
rid Abuſes, they bind him to a Pillar and ſcourge hin 
with Whips, a Puniſhment inflicted only on Slaves; af. 
ter which, Parabbas being ſet free, Pilate deliver'd Je- 
ſus to be crucified ; the Soldiers therefore having made 
a Croſs {ad and heavy, laid it upon Jeſas's Shoulders, who 
like //aac, bore the Wood with which himſelf was to be 
facrihced, and drove him out to Crucifixion, who was 
ſcarce able to ſtand ur.der that Load, and when he faint. 
ed, they compeli'd Simen a Cyrenian, to help him. 

reat and mixt Multitude followed Jeſus to Golzetha, the 
Charnel-houſe of the City, and the Y'ace cf Execution 
But the Women wept with bitter Exclamations, and thei 
Sadnef: was encreated by the fad Predictions Jeſus the: 
utter'd of their future Calamities, and that the Tim 
ſhou'd come that Men ſhould ay, Bleſſed are the Barre 
that never bare, and the taps that never gave ſuck. 
When Jeius was come to Go/gotha, a Place in thi 
Mount of Calvary, where according to Tradition A 
was buried, and whe/e Abraham made an Altar for ti 
. Sacrifice of his Son, the So:diers having {tripped hit 
- - nailed him to the Crois with four Nail, between u 
Thieves; iu the midit of all bis torments, Jeſus mad 
only oe tayet and Sorrow, to reprelent his ſad Cond! 


Anger againit his Enemies; inſtead of that, he feat u 
a holy charitable cftcQire rrayer for their Forgivene 
by whick it is recorded, he ubtaired of God, that witl 
in filty-five Pays, cight Thouſand ef his Enemies we! 
a 32 1 ' 5, - | A ĩů 
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ar* ¶ converted, three long Houis the Holy Jeſus hung cloathed 
with Pain, Agony, and Diſhonour ; his Holy Virgin, 
nd Mother ſtood by his Croſ:, on whom old Simeon's Pro- 
ard phecy was fulfilled. But her Hope and Expectation 

of the Reſurrection drew a Veil before her Sorrow, and 
re. her Love ſwallowed up her Grief ; eſpecially conſider. 
tall ing, That tho' her Son had no Temporal Eſtate to be- 
| of gew, yet with his dying Breath he made Proviſion for 
her, by conſigning her over to the Care of Joh the Be- 
andi joved Diſciple, who from that Day forward took her | 


not. Home to his own Houſe. | 
bin — = 


CHRIST Crucificd. s 


* \ nF DITE 


IT) ATE — following Inſcription to be put 


cr - "over the Head of Jef, written in Hebrew, 9 | I 
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| | +  fotians and Pniloſophers, who alſo noted the Day . 


| Veit 1or the Nakedvels of Jeſus, that the Wonen ig 
de preſent, and himſelf die with Mudefly. 
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and Latin, jesus or Nazartty, KixG oF Tyr 
Jews, which the Phariſees would have altered, ard that 


he ſaid, He was King of th» Jews, but Pilate out of S ute. n 
fulne's, or to deſpite their Nation, or in Honour of Je- bs 
ſu*, whem he knew to be a juſt Perſon, as being over. a , 


. tu'ed by Divine Providence, refu'ed to alter it. While 
Jeſus was praying and dying for his Enen ies. the Rulers 
of the Jia. m cked him, upbraidiag him with the geod 
Works he did, and the Inſtances of his P.wer, ſaying, 
He ſaved others, himſelf Fe cannot ſade. Others ſaid, 
Let him com- down from the Croſs, if he be King of th: 
Jews, and abe will belicuve in bim. And of the two 
aleſfatcrs that were crucifked with him, one reviled 
im, ſayirg, If th:u be Chrifl, ſave thy ſelf and u 
But the cther Ihief, whom the preſent Pains and Cir- 
cumſtances of Jeſu:'s Paſſion had ſoſtned and made b:. 
Hevin,, reproved his Fellow ſor not ſearing God, con- 
feſlirg that they ſuffered deſervedly, but Jeſus Jawleſly 
" 81d then prayed to Jclus, Lord, remmber me, when th 
cam inte thy Kingdiom : Which miraculous Converſion 
clus entertain'd with a ſpeedy Prumiſe of a very greafi 

- Felcity, promiſing that on the very Day he ſhould belff 
with him in Paradiſe. 
While thee Things were doing, the whole Frame d 
Nature ſeemed to be diſſolved and out of Order, bei 
Cauſe the Lord and Creator ſuffer'd, for the Sun was | 
darkned, that the Stars appeared, and the Ec'ipſe w: 
ſo prodigious, the Moon then not being in ConjunRtion 
dat Full, as was noted by Phlegen the Freed- man of th 
Noman Emperor Aurian, by Lucian, and Dionyſiu: wi 

be was get a Heathen, all excellent Scholars, great H, d. 


che Week, and Hour of the Day, agreeing in 4% Cir 
axmiiances, for the Sun was hid from beholding ſuch 
Prodigy of Wickedneſs and Sadneſs, and provided 


The Eclipſe and the Paſſion began at the Ah Hou 
and cvntinued 40 the ninth, about which Tin 
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r being tormented with the unſufferable Load of his Fa- 
UE her'> Wrath, due for our Sins, and wearied with Pains 

Ind Heavineſs, ery'd out, My Cd, my God, why haſt 

thu forſaken me! And as "tis tFoaght, repeated the 

Wu hole 22d P/a/m, which is an admirab'e Narrative of 

the Paſſion, full of Prayers and Comp'aiars at firſt, and 

a Deſcriptin of his Pains, and Thankſgivirg Joy, and 

Prophecy at the laſt, but theſe firſt Word: it 1s rc rded 

he ſpice in a Language of itſelf, or elſe by reaſon of 
'WDii.ance, was not underitood, for they thought he called 

For Elias to take him from the Crols. 

Then Jeſus being in an Agony, ſaid, I Vir, and 
one ran and filled a Sponge with Vinegar, wrapping it 
ith Hyſop, and put it on a Reed, that he mighc drink. 
he Vinegar and Sponge were in Executions of con- 
Wemned Perſons, to ſtop the too violent Iſſues of Blood, 
"Wd prolong the Death, but we:e offered to him ir S-orn, 
;ingled with Gall, to make the M xtare more horrid 
rd nauſeous, but Jeſus taſted it only, and refuſed the 
Draight. And now knowiag that tng Prophecies were 
ultilied, and his Torments ſatisfactory, he faid, Tt i- 
ed, and crying with a loud Voice, Father, inte thy 
ands I cemmend my Spirit, he bowed his Head, and 
yielded up his Spirit into the Hand: of God, and died, 
aſtening to his Father's Glories, to ſhine in the other 
orid, | 
Then the Veil cf the Temple, which ſeparated the 
acred Miſaict Ceremonies from the E, es ut the People, 
ent in tue midſt, from the Jop to the Bettom, aid the 
\ngels Prefid-nts of the "Temple, called tv each other 
2 depart ſrom their Scats, and fo gieat an Earthquake 
"7 'Þ:ppened, that the Rocks did rend, the Mogataias ttem. 
led, the Graves opened, and the Bodies of dead Per- 
ons aroſe, walking from their Bucying places. to the 
loly City, and apyear'd unto many, and 1s great Ap- 
rebenhons and Amazement happened to all them chat 
ood” by, that they departed Cuitng their Brea with 


Perro and Fear, and the Centurion that attended art. 
» Ye Execution, tid, Certain'y this was the 80 of 
be dd. CY "me 4 . E 2 ie 


14 $443 The | 


1 = 
: 1 N * — 
4 8 ae” 2 * 
2 N Ld - * 2 
* - 


hy 


: 0 
"4b * „ 


$4 The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. i 


2 
| The HY MN. : 
if \ \ 7 HEN our ferlorn and helpliſi State, al 
4 » Nene cuuld riitvue befide ; . 
Then at th appointed Time, eur Lord, 8 
For the Ungedly dy d. tt 

* Who c er redecm'd a jaſt Man's Life, 
By laying down his own ? th 
Pes hops there may ſuch generous Lowe, P. 
To à good Man be ſhown, 98 th 
| Put the tranſcen len: Lowe of Gad, th 
} All Human doth exccll; G 
1 And ſhines mefi Glorious in our Eye, th 
a B. yond all Parallil. 8 
1 For when obnoxious to his Wrath, li. 
4 We arreiched Sinners flood ; er 
. Then his own Son came to attone th 
* Our Guilt with his ow:n Blood. E 
'F Much more then when that precious Blood, th 
| 4 Has clear d our guilty Score, ſa 
Fg Shall ave be from the Wrath to come, te 
1  Reſeu'd for cer more. of 
14 For if the Death of Chrift ſo far | * 
a God's Wrath could pacify, th 
As to procure his very Foes d: 
A League of Amity ; g 
Much more ſhall we, when through his Death, at 
= . . God's Favour we re gain, th 
T, bis txalted glorious Life, Q 
'l Eternal Bliſs obtain. | R 
Nay more, we in our God reoice, 01 
Foro Jeſus Chrift pur Lord, l le 
= By wwho/e Atonement wwe are nod X 7 


F 


To his free Love reſtos d. 


Bot hecayſe che gent Day was the Nut Sabba 
dend a Feltival of the Paſchal Lamb befides, the Fe 
1 = | Haſt ned that the Bodies ſhould be taken from the Tre 
rene 


-” 
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ing their Legs, that before Sun-ſet they might be taken 


Way, according to the Commandment, and bes buried. 
The S Idiers therefore came and brake the Legs of the 
two Thieves, but eſpying and wondring that Jeſus was 
already dead, they break not his Legs; for the Scripture 
f-retold, That a Bone of him ſhould not be broken, but a 


Soldier with his Launce pierc'd hi, Side, and immediately” 


there ſtrea ned out two Rivulets of Water and Blood. 


Some of the Primitive Fathers give an Account, hat 


the Holy Virgin Mother (whoſe Soul during the whole 
Paſſion was pierced with a Sword, and ſharper Sorrowe, 


tho' ſhe was ſupported by the Comfrts of Faith and 


thoſe Holy Predictions of his Reſurrection, and future 
Glories, which Mary bad lain up in ber Heart againlt 
this great Day ct Tryal) now that ſhe ſaw her B eſſed 
Son had ſuffered all that our Neceſſities, and their Ma- 
lice could require or inflict, cauſed ſome cf hi, Follow- 
ers with whom ſhe joined, to take her dead Son from 


the Croſs, which ſhe kiſled and «mbraced with all the - 


Endearments that could be expreſſed by a ſorrow ful Mo- 
ther, weeping for her dead Son, Yet ſhe was highly 
ſatiefied by conſidering that now that great Myſtery, de- 
termined by Divine Predeſtination, bt fore the Beginning 
of all Ages was fulfilled in Ker Son, and the Paſſion that 
was ablolutely neceſſary, was now accompliſhed. She 
therefore firit bathes hi- Body with her warm Tears, and 

elivering a winding Napkin to Jeſeph of Arimathea, 
gave him a Charge to enwrap the Body, and embalm 


and do it all Feneral Rights, to compole it decently o 


the Grave, having firſt exhorted him to make a publick 


Confeſſion of his Faith, as to che Divinity of our Holy | 


Redeemer, which he had only hitherto made Profeſſion 


of in private, Jeſiph ebe yed the Council of fo exce!- 


lent a Ferſon, and ventured upon the Diſpleaſare of the 


Tewi:h Rulers, and went confidently to Pilate, and begs. 


ved the B dy of Jelvs, 
Te/cpb therefore takes the Body, bins his Head with 


a Nz;cin, waſhes the Body, angints-it with Oimmest, 
and a Compolition. ob tiyrih and Alces, and lays it in 
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tre Tomb. which he himſelf had hewen cut of a Rock; 
#!| cheſe Circumſtances being uſed by the Jeu in their 
Funerals ; but it was not Jawful to inter a eondemecd 
Perſon in their common Burying places. When the Sun 
was ſet, the chi f P:ieſts and Phariſees went to Pilaty, 
telling him, That Jeſus while he was Living, ſoretold 
his own ReſurreQion on the Third Day, and Jelt his 
Diſciples ſhould eme ard {teal the Body, and ſay he waz 
riſen fiom the D-ad, deſired that the Sepuichre might 
be ſecured againſt the Danger of any ſuch Impoſlure ; 
Pilate gave them leave to do their P'eaſure, they there, 
forte ſealed the Grave, rolled a great Stone at the Mouth 
of it, and as ancient 'T"aJitior: fay, bound it about with 
Labels of Iron ard ſet a Watch cf 8 Idiers, as if they 
tnterded to wake it ſurer than the Decree of Fate, or 
the never failing Laws cf Nature. 

V hen it wzs yet early in the Morning, upon the firſt 
Pay of the Week, Mary Magaalen, and Mary t e Mother 
f James and Saline, brouzght ſweet Spices to the Se- 
pulchre, that they might again embalm the holy Body. 


Tor the Rites of embalming among the H brews, uſed 


to laſt Forty Days, their Love being not ſ«ti:fied. with 
what Jeſiph had done They therefore haſtned to the 


- Grave, and after the Expence they had been at, began 


to conſficer, who ſſibuld remove the Stone, but they ſtill 


go on, their Love carry irg them through all Difficulties. 


Fat when they came to the Seplchre, they found tle 
Guard from ham they mig ht expect O. peſition, at- 


\ f:1ghted ard removed, and the Stone roiled away, for 


jult beſo'e there h d been a great Earthquake, ard an 
Angel deſcerdirg frem Heaven, rolled away tue Store, 


ard fat upon it, and the Cuaid were like dead Men. 


And ſome ef them rn to the High Prieſts, and told them 
what head happered ; but they reſolving now to add to 
their Iniq ity by a new Crime, hire the Soldiers to tell 
an incredible ard 'veak Fabe, that tis Dil. iples came 
by Night, ard ſtole tim away: Tho! the Wit cf Man 
Could not have inver ed more {lrong S:curity than they 


ved, to prevent ary ſuch Deſigu than themſelves had 
, 6, 2 
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The Women entred int» the Sepulchre, and miſſiag 
the Body of Jeſus, Mary Magdalen went to the eleven 
Apoiiles, complaining that the Body of our Lord was 
not to be found, Then Peter and John ran as faſt as 
tiey could to ſee for the unexpected aeſs of the Re ation 
mide them to coubt of the 7 rath, their Fa th of his 
keſurtect on not betog yer hxed in them, and the Sparks 
thereot not raiſed 1:to: a Flame, They looked into the 
Sepu'chre, and nut finding the Body there, they returned; 
by this Time Mary Magdalen. and tne Women who 
Hod weeping tor their Lord's Body, ſaw the two Angels 
ſuting in White, the one at the Head, aud the other at 


the Feet, at which unexpectei Sight, they trembled and 
bowed themſelves, bur the Angels bid them not tears 

te inge them, That Jeſus cf Nazareth who was crucifed, 
was a ſo rien, and was not there; and made them caily 
to mied what Jeius had tod them in Galt/ce, concerning 
his Crucifixion, aud Refarreciion the 1 hird Day. 


E 4 Aud 
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And Mary turned herſelf back, and faw Jeſas, but 


ſuppoſing him to be the Gardener, ſhe ſaid to him, Sir, “ n 
3t you have borne him hence, tell me where thcu hat . . 
laid him, and I will take him away; but Jeſus ſaid un-. 
to her, Mary. Then ſhe knew his Voice, and with eh 
Extaſy cf Joy and Wonder, was ready to have fallen at + | 
his Feet and embraced them; but he commanded her 5 
not to touch him, but to go to hi: Brethren, and ſay, II. 
aſcend to my Father, and your Father; my God, and oy 

your God. Mary departed full of Joy and Sati action, in 
and told theice Thirgs to the Apoſtics, but her Relation © 


ſeemed altogether fantaflick and imaginary. About the 
ſame Time allo Jeſus appeared to Simon Peter; and to. 
wards Evening to two of his Diſciples going diſconſolatelyM. 
to Emaus, and diſccurſing of the late Occurrences ; le- 
jus puts himſelf in their Company. and upbraids their 


Incredulity, and cxpourdcs the Scriptures, That Chriſt N 
aught to offer and riſe again the Third Day, and in 1 
breakirg of Bread, diſappeared, and ſo was known to 

them by vaniſhing away, whom when preſent, they, ©. 
hnew not; and inſtantly they hatten to Feruſalem, and * 
told the Diſciples what had happened. * 


While they were there, the ſame Day at Evening, | 

when the Diſcip!es were aſſembled all but Thomas, te. e 
cretly for Fear of the Jews, the Doors being thut, Jeſus 
came and Hood in the midſt of them, and they were ex- 
ceedi gly troubled, ſuppoſing it hed been a Spirit. Bir: 
Jeſu, confuted them by appea'ing to their S-nfes, and 
letting chem tee! his Fleſh and Bones, which Spirits have 

riot ; at which Sight they rejoiced with exceeding Joy. 
and began to be 1elloted ro their languiſhing Hopes cf 

- ſome ſuture Felicity, by the Return cf their Lord to 
Life; and there he firſt breathed or them, giving them 
the Holy Gbkoſt, and performing the Promiſe twice 
made before his Death, faying, Whoſoever Sins ye re. 
mit, ball be remitted to thim, and æuleſormer Sins ys 
retain, thiy are retained. Theſe Things Thomas was 

=_ acquainted with, and reſolved not to believe, unleſs ke 
WE might put his Finger into the Holes in his Hands, and 
= WE x bis 
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bis Hands into his Side; which Jeſas eight Day; after, | 


Ft: another Appearance to the Apoſtles, made Demcn» 
tration of to bim, bat with a miid Reproof to lus Un- 


re belief, promiſing, a ſpecial Bleſſing to all lucceeding Ages 
15 fthe Church, for they are ſuch as ſaw not, but yet be- 


cie), - 
her But Jeſus at his early Appearing had ſent an Order by, 
ne Women, that the Diſciples ſhou'd go into Galilee, 
ad they did fo afer a few Days; and Simon Peter be- 


* 2g there, went a Fiſhing, and {ix other of the Apoſtles 
the vith him, to go to the Sea of Tiberias, where they la- 
_ ured all Night, and caught nothing. Towards the 
4 Morning Jeſus appeared to them, and bid them caſt the 


1 «ct on the right Side of the Ship, which they did, and 
. ccloſed one hundred ard fifty great Fiſhes; by Whieh 
rodigious Draught, Fehr the beloved Di ciple perceiv- 
d it was the Lord. At which Inſtant, Peter threw him- 
ef into the Sea, and went to ]clus, and when the reſt 
ey ere cone aſhore, they all dined with broiled Fiſh. 
\'tzr Dinner Jeſus taking Care of thoſe ſcarter'd Sheep 
| hich were diſperſed over the Face of the Earth, that 
g. . might gather them into one Sheep · fold, under one 
'Whepherd, asked Peter, Simon Sen of Jonas, /oweſt tho 
ne more than theſe? Peter anſwetred, Da, Lord, thou 
noweſt all Things; thou knoweſt that 1 love thee, Then 
Jeſus ſaid unto him, Feed my Sheep And Jeſus asked 
im the ſame Queſtion, and gave him the ſame Precept, 
he ſecond ard third Time; and a'd:r intruſting this 
arge to him, Jeſus told him, That the Reward he 
1-uld have in this World, ſhould be a ſharp and honour- 
ble Martyrdom; he likewiſe checks Peter's Curjolity x, 
n inquiring what ſhould become of the beloved Diſci- 
le, and anſwered his Queition with ſome Sharpneſs of 
Reprehenfion, and no Satisfaction; If I will that be 
arry till ] come, what is that to thee ? Which made 
hem ſuppoſe he ſhould not die, but they were miſta- 
en; for though John lived till after the Deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, not withſtanding the Atcempts of Perſecu- 
ors, and the miraculous Eſcape from prepared Tor- 
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rco The Liſe of our Bleſſed Saviour. 


ments, yeghe died 2 natural Death, when he was abont 
Ninety Years of Age. | | 
Atier this, Jeſus having ap pointed a folemn Meetin 
for all the Brethren that ond be col!efted from the D. 
{pericen, and named a certain Mountain in Galille, ap- 
enred to five huncred Brethren at once, ard this waz 
ie moſt publick ard ſolemn Manifeſtation; and while 
{ome doubted, Jef.:s came according to the Deſignation, 
and ſpake :o the eleven Diſciples, ſending them to preac\ 
to all the Werld, Repentance and Remiſſioa cf Sins in 
his Name, premifirg to be with them to the End of th: 


« Werld. Lalt of all, when the Apoitles were at Diune, 


ke appeared unto them, upbraicirg their Unbelef, an! 
then cpened their Underſtandings, that they might d,. 
ſceru the Senſe of S.ripture, and ag in command d then 
to preach the Golpe! to all he World, giving them Pow, 
er to do Miracles, to cait out Devi's, to cure Diicales 
and inſlituted the Sacrament of Bap iim, which he com: 
manded (together with the good Tidings of the Go pe 
ſhould be adminiſtred jo all Nations in the Name of tht 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Then be 
led them into Fudea, and they came to Bethany, and 
and from thence to the Mount of Olivet, and he com 
manded them to flay in Jeraſalem, till the Holy Ghof 
the Promiſe of the Fatner ſhould deſcerd upon them, 
which ſhouid be accompliſhed in a few Days, and ther 
they ſhould know the '1'imes, and the Seaſons, and all 
Things receflary for their Miniſt: ation and Service, ara 
Propagation of the Goſpel ; and while he diſcourſec 
many 'Things concernirg the Kingdom, behold a Cloud 


tame and parted Jeſus trom them, and carried him i 


their Sight up to Heaven, where he fits at the Right 
hard of God, bleſſed for ever. Amen. 

While the Apottles flood gazing up to Heaven, tui 
Angels appeared to them, ard teld them, That jeſ 
Thould come in like manner as he was taken away, wil 
Glory and M ;jelty in the Clouds, ard with the Minittry 
ot Angels. Amen, Come, Loid Jeſus, eme quickly. 


cw 
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phe The PRAYER 


hot Holy and Eternal Tr ſus, who haſt overcome De ith, 
and triumphed over all the Pywers of Hell, D irk- 
ther fs, Si", and the Grave, manifefling the Truth of thy 
d al romiſe!, the Power of thy Divinity, the Mej1 fly of thy. 
ar. %, the Rewards of thy Glory, und the Mercies and 
cellexrt Defigns of thy Evangelical Kingdom, Ly thy 
lou}, ious and Fowerful Rifurreimm, preſer ve our Souls 
m Agon eternal Death, and make us to 'riſe from the Death 
SIM Sir, and to live the Life , Grace, loving thy Per- 
Rions, adoring thy M:rcy, pur ſuing the Inter of ix 
tVKin2dom, being unitid lo the Chu ct, under Thee ur 
JeluWerd, conforming to thy Holy Laws, eftablifhed in Faith, 
wich er tained and cor firm d with a mecaeft, humble, and 
ul ain Hope, and ſanttificd by Charity; and Engraving © 
bee in our Hearts. Submitting to Thee In cur Spirits, 
_ {id imitating T hee in thy * Example, aue mey be 
Th 8 0 ar 
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102 The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
Partattts of thy Reſurreflon, which is our Hope and our 
Defire. the Support of our Faith, the Object of our Joy, 
amd the Strength of our Confidence: In I hee, Holy Jeſu 


do wwe truſt; we confeſs thy Faith; wwe believe all that 
thou haſt taught; wwe deſire to perform all thy Injunctious 


| - our Souls are in thy Hand, do thou ſutport and guide them, 
and pity cur Iifirmitics, and when thou ſhall appear at the 


Great Day, /orw to us the Effects of thy Adwocateſhip, 
interceſſion and Redemption. Thou jhalt anſwer for ui, 
O Lord, for in Thee have ave truſted, let us never be con- 
Fund d. Thou art Juſt, thou art Merciful, thou art 
Gracious and Compaſſionate ; thou haſt done Miracles and 
Prodigics to us, aud all the World: Let not thoſe great 
Actions and Suff.rings be ineffefual, but make us capabi: 
and receptive of all thy Mercies, and then we are certain 


to receive them; abe are thine, O ſave us, thou art ow: 


O Hay Jeſus; O dæuell with us for ever, and let us dull 
with Thee, adering and praifing the Eternal Glories 9 
God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, Amen. 


Cur Father, Ec. 
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OF THE 


Holy EvanGELIsTs, and AposTLEs ; with 


2% their Martyrdoms, , for Preaching the 
ral Goſpel of our Lofd Jesvs CnsisT. 

us, 

0 FT ER the Diſciples had been Spectators of 


our Bleſſed Redeemer's Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
they returned to Jeraſalem, and continued 
there in Prayers and Supplications in their di- 
reſſed Condition, the whole City being ſet againſt theſe 
poor innocent People; they have neither Lands nor Re- 
enres to maintain them, nor Friends at Court to ſup. . 
ort them againſt their Enemies, to whom the Name. 
df Jeſus was hateful, and his Followers reckoned to be 
\dverſaries to the Government; and tho? in this for- 
orn State, they comforted themſelves with the precioug 
romiſes their dear Maſter left them at his Departure, 
et their preſent Condition ſeem'd very deplorable to 
uman Appearance; but aſter they had continued thus 
liſconſolate about ten Days, our Bleſſed Lord per- 
ormed his Promiſe, by ſending the Holy Ghoſt, the 


1 9 


omforter, by whom they received Fortitude and Cu- 


age to go forth into the World, and by having the 
zift of Tongues, and ſpeaking to the Underſtanding of 
People of all Nations and Languages, they were capable 
f inſtruting them in the higheit Mytteries cf Chri- 
tianity, And to convince and confound their moſt ſubtle 
Dppolets3 by theſe Divine Aids they preacked 2 
. 25 
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104 The Life of St. Matthew. 


ſuch Efficacy, that . Peter converte Three Thauſand 
S.uls in one Day, by ore Sermon, ard in a few Years 
the Chriſtian Doftrine was fo Ciſyerſed over the World, 
that the Roman Emperors were appreherſive cf their 
Nur bers ; moſt Coin ries under the Empire being £114 
with Mau'titudes of them; and in Procels of 'Vime, tho 
they ſuffered the greateit 'Corments from their Enemies, 
yet their Faith triumpied over the Torment*, W bip, 
and Swords of the migh:y T'yrants of the ifaith, wien 
there was no Je mptations cf Pront, Pleature, or Advan. 
tage, but on the c«.ntrary, Pain, Miſery, and the wol 
cruel Deaths attended the fame. 
 _ Aſter the Death of Judas the Traytor, who fir 
hanged himſel', and falling head-long from the Gibbe, 
he burſt a under in the miaſt, and all his Bowels guihed 
cout, it is ſuppoſed that the Apottles went into teveral 
- Count:1-s to publiſh the glad 1icings of Salvation; cf 
whole Preacting ard Martyrdom I thail give a brief Ac- 
count, and begin wich St. Marth. ao. 


The Life and Martyrdom of t. Matthew the Azoſt.t 
and Evangel:/t, who was ſlain with an Halbert in 


E.hiopia, 
His Feſtival is by the V. ** Church, celebrated S- 


tember 21. 


NT, Matthew, alſo called Levi, a City belongipg t- 

| the Tribe of Zabu/on, where our Saviour was 
brought up, was the Son of Aipheus and Mary, Sifter or 
Kin woman to the Blefled Virgin His Way of Li e was 
that of a Publican. or | 0.)-g.therer, an Office icanda. 
. Jous among the J. ws, though a Flace of Power, Credit, 
end Repuiation among the Romans, ard conteried upon 
Knigh 5 and Ferions of Quality, but were ccvetous and 
great Oppre ſlors; of which doubtlefs Zach:us, who was 
ene of them, was ſenſidle, when after his Converbon, 
he « ftered Four- fold in way ef Reſtitution, to thoſe from 
| whom he bad taken any Thing by Fraud and evil Prac- 
. Fices ; ard upon this Account, the Publicans E * te 
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1 Wfimous among the Gentilis alio : The Jeu detelted 
as Hinem. becauſe this Tribute was not only a Grievance to 
d, their Purſes, but an knraſton of the Liberties of their 
ce: Nation, they being declared immediately by Gcd him- 
0 ſelf, a Free born People, ard therefore reckoncd this as 
uo Wa landing Inflance of their Slavery ; fo that theſe Off. 
©"; ce rs were abhorred by them to that Degree, that it was 
P  Muilawiul to ſhew them any common Kindne's. 


Of this Employment was St. Matt5:av, who is thought 
o have gathered the Cuſtoms of ſuch Gocds as came by 
d'a from Galilce, ard the Pay of Paſſengeis that went 
by Water; they kept their Culton-houſe by the Ses. 
ide, to be rear at hand, and here it was tha: 8. Mat- 
hew had bis Office, or Receipt of Caſtom; when our 
Saviour having cured a Man g:ievouſly tortured with the 
al'y, retired out of Capern aum, to the S:a fide, where 
e taught the People that followed him in great Num- 
ers, "and eſpying Ma/rberv ſitting in his Office, called 

9 b x | _ - 


+» % * * 4 : 
\»þ 1 , * * 7 


_ *S.> £2 * 
- Ci 4 he 4 
wy F 
- 


a Las. 1 


9. 


a 


106 The Life of St. Matthew. 


to him to come and follow him; the Man was rich) 
| having a gainful Trade, yet he left all his Intereſts and 
Relaticns to become our Lord's Diſciple. 

Aſter he was eleQed into the Apoltieſhip, he contirued 
with the reſt till our Lord's Aſcenſion, and then for the 
firſt eight Years, it is recorded he preached up and dow 
Tudea, after which, being to betake himſelf to the Cor 
verſion of the Gunti/e Werid, the converted Jeu in 
treated him to commit to Writing, the Hiſtory cf out 
Lord's Life and Actions, to leave it as a ſlanding Recos 
of what he had preached to them; accordir gly he com 
po ed his Goſpel. We have little Account ot the Suffer 
ings and Troubles he underwent for the Advancemen 
of the Chriſtian Faith. Some write that he went inte 
Parthia, and having ſucceſsfully planted ;he Goſpel it 
thoſe Parts, he travelled thence into Ethiopia, where b 
bis Preaching and Miracle, he mightily tiramphed over 
Error and Idolatry. 

As to the Manner of his Death, it is related by ſome 
that he went into the Country of the Canibals, or Men- 
eaters, where Chriſt appeared to him in the Form of: 
beautiful Ycu h, and gave him a Wand, which he pitch- 
ing in the Ground, it immediately grew up into a Tree; 
that he alſo miraculouſly converted the Prince of the 
Country, and after all, died in Peace, and was mol! 
_ ſumptuouſly buried: but others of the Ancients, with: 
much Probability 2 ffirm, that he ſuffered Martyrdom, or 
woas flain with a Svord at a City in Ethiopia. 

He was a great Inſtance how much Fower Religion 
has to alter the Temper of a Man, who being a Strange 
| to Chriſt, and in very advamageous worldly Circumſtan 
= Ces, yet no ſooner did our Bleſſed Redeemer call him 

but without the leaſt S:ruple or Diſſatis faction, he n« 
only renounced his gainful Incomes, but hazarded 
Diſpleaſure cf his £1atters the Romans, in whoſe S:rvict 
de was employed, to leave his Accompts en angled, An 
confuſed behind him. ; 
This Apoſtle having written his Goſpel, as we h: 
laid, at the Intreaty of the Feil Coaveru, tho on 
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The Life of St. Matthew. 107 
11 Wy, It was by the Command of the Apoſtles, while he 
az in Paliſtine, eight Years after our S wiour's Cruci- 
tion, it was Carried by Str. Bartholomew into India, and 
ft there; he writ it in Hebrew, as primarily deſigned 
the Uſe of his Countrymen. It was no doubt ſoon 
ter Tranſlated into Greek, fome by S: John, others by 
James the Leſs. This Hebrew Copy was found zt 
berias, by Joſephusa Few, and after his Converſion, a 
Foa of great Honour and Eſteem in the Days of Con- 
Marine the Great; one of the Ancients aſſures us, there 
as another Copy kept in the Library of Cæſarta, in 
affe lime, and another by the Nazarenes at Berea, from 
hom he bad the Liberty to 'Cranſcribe it, and after- 
ares Tranſlated it into Greet and Latin. A Copy allo 
this Goſpel was dug out of the Grave of Barnabas, 
Cyprus, Franſeribed with his cwn Hand, but cheſe 
opics are long ſince periſhed. 
e Life of St. Mark, th: Evangeliſt, who wwas dragged 
ome 14r0u2h the Streets in a City Egypt, till he expired. 


Men ſis Feltival is obſerved by the Roman Church. April 25. 
of 1 re 
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> be E 
oth tough this great Evangeliſt ſeems to have a Ro- 


nan Name, Mark or Marcys, yet doubtleſs he 
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was born of Fewiſh Parents, originally de ſcended fre 
the Tribe of Levi, and of the Prieſtly Line; the Re 
ſn for changing his Name from Feat to Roman, » 
probably from ſome great Accident of his Lite, uſt 
among the Fewws, when travelling to the Ezropean P. 
vinces of the Roman Empire, he being then going 
Ta or Neue 

By the Ancients he is thought to be one of the fey: 
ty Diſciples, who taking Exception at our $+viour's U 
courſe of eating his Fleſh, and drinkirg his Blocd, we 
back and walked no more. with him at that Time, © 
was ſeaſonably reduced and reclaimed by Sr. Peter ; | 
others as ſtrenuouſly affirm, That he was tien no Hy 
er nor Follower of Chriſt. and therefore could be n: 
of them, who upon that Occaſion forſook him: He 
converted by ſome of the Apoſtles, and probably 
St. Peter, who calls him his Son Marcus, and who 
his conſtant Attendant in his Travels, and ſaid to be 
Emanuenſis, cr Writer of what the Apoſtle dicta: 
and likewiſe his Interpreter. For though the A po. 
were divinely inſpired, and had the Gift of Languaz 
yet the Interpretation of "Tongues was a Privilege n 
pecoſiar to ſome than others. This might probay]y 
S:. Mzrt's Talent, in expcunding St. Peter's Diſcou A 
and Writings to thoſe who did not unceritand them 

He accompanied St. Peter in his Apoſto!ica! Progr 
in preaching the Goſpel in 7aly and Rome, 2s ic is 


| lated, where, at the Requeſt of the Chriuians in g 
Parts, he compoſed bis Goſpel. By St. Peter he .“ 
ſent to plent Chriftianity in Eg1pt, and reſided in i. 
about Alexandria for ſome Time, and was fo ſuccem 
in his Mivitiry, that he converted Multitudes of all R. 

ard Degrees, to the embracing of the Chriſtian Falſe" 
and an extraordinary Proſeſſion thereot, _ 

St. Mark did not corfire his Miniſtry to A/exenoÞ © 
and the Exftern Parts of ZE: ypt, but travelleJ Welt: 
to Lia, Marmaria, ard Pen:ap lis; where thu' en 


People were barbarous and id9latruus, yet by bis Fre. 
ing and M acles, the Goſpel prevailed, he not leai 
5 » U 


. 
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nm ti'l he had gained and confirmed them in the Pro- 
deen of the Faith: Returning to Alexandria, he preach- 
freely, and ſet in Order the Affairs of the Church, 
aſd wiſely provided for Succeſſion, by conſtituting Go» 
PMrnors and Paſtors cf it; but the reſtleſs Enemies of 
2 S>uls of Mea, would not ſuffer him long to live in 
net. | 
vo About the Time of Faber happened the great So- 
; Danity of the Egyptian Deity Serapis; when the Minds 
wil the Peop'e being paſſionately excited to a Vindication 
ide Honour of their Heathen Idol, broke in upon 
| Mark, in the Time of Divine Worthip, and binding 
Hs Feet with Cords, dragged him through the Streets, 
a Pie ipice near the Sea, and thruſt him into Pri o! 
e that Night; where he was encouraged by a Divine 
bon. to continue conſtant under the Ruins of his that 
o ed Body. Early the next Morning, thele Bluud- 
be Wurds renewed their Birbarities, dragging him ab:ue 
da the ſame Manner, till his Fleſh being raked off, and 
po s Blood ſtreaming all the Way, his Spirits failed him, 
wald he expired, but their Milice ended not with bi; 
e mie, for it is recorded, that when he was dead, they 
bly at his Body, and the Chriſtians careful'y gathering 
cou Albes, decently buried them near the Place where he 
em Ws went to Preach, and put them in an Urn, which 
oh much Solemnity, was afcerwards removed from 
- is $-14/:4112 te Venice, he e we are told it now lies in- 
in c. and i re igioufly honoured by the People; Saint 
ne being adopted to be the Lutelar Saint of that Re- 
in lick, and has as magnificent a Church er. d to his 
acce{W@morr,. as the World can batt of. Hz is re porte d t- 
u uff red Martyrdom pri 25, but wuether in the 
na Fall?" of C.aud us or Nero is unceitain, As to his Fer- 
te was of a middle S ature, as the Antieuts record, 
xaniW conely Preſence, his Note long, his Eyes full of 
/ eltwW:ab ence, and all the deficable Quali.tes of a lovely 
tho n. , 
 Prealfil he Converts at Rome, not content to have heard 
t lea eter preach, preſſed St. Marz, as we have faid, to 
t | cCcmmit 
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commit to Writing what he preached to them, by w. 
of Hiſtory, which he perfi rmed with much Faithf\ 
neſs and Brevity, all which St. Peter, it is ſaid, peruſ: 
and ratified with his Apoſtolical Authority, comman, 
ing it to be owned and preſerved with the reſt of | 
Canonical Scripture, and his great Impartiality in 
Relation doth clearly appe»r that he is ſo f:r from c: 
cealing or mollifying the ſhameful Fall and Denia 
his dear Maſter, and Tutor St. Peter, to whom he « 
ſo deeply engaged in the Bands of Love, that he 
cords it with ſome particular weighty Circumſtances 2 
Apgravaticns, which the other Evange iſts have thou 
fit to omit. 

Some affirm that his Goſpel was written originally 
the Latin Tongue, becauſe he publiſhed it at Rome; | 
it is maniſeſt by the moſt ancient Authority, That 
7Fews who heard St. Mark preacb, being Stranger: 
Rome, knew but very little Latin, the Gryech being 
that Time the moſt faſhionable and communicative L 
guzge in the World, nor can, any good Reaſon be 
hgred why it ſhould be more inconvenient for St. 1 
to write his Goſpel in Greek, for the Uſe of the Rom: 
than that St. Paul ſhould in that very Language v 
his Epiſtle to the Church there. 

The original Gee Copy, written with St M. 
"own Had, is ſaid to be extant at Venice, to this D 
being written as ſome inform us, at Aquilea, and the 
a ſter many hundred Years, tranſmitted to Venice, v. 
it is ſtill preſerved as an ancient Monument, but the! 
ters ſo defaced by Time, as not legible, but it bein 
no CanfequFhce as to the Authentickneſs of its Ox igi 
it is not worth contending ſor. 
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Life of St, Luke 1he Evangel ft, who was banged 
upon an Olize Tree in Greece. | 
Nis Feſtival is obſerved, Ocoh-r 18, 
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* T. Luke was Born at Aatioch, the Metropolis of Sy- 


nia, eminent for the Pleaſantneſs cf its Soil, the 
diches of its Tra ffick, the Wiſdom of its Senate, the 
2arning of its Profeſſors, and the Civility and Polite- 


wy eſs of the Inhabitants, celebrated by the Pens of ſome 
| If the molt Eloquent of that Age, but particularly re- 
owned for the Hcn ur, that here it was the Diſciples 


ere firſt called Chriiians. It is recorded, that e 
tudied at moſt Schools both of Greece and Egypt, 
hereby -he became learned in all Human Sciences, bur 
e more particularly apply'd himſelf to the Practice of 

Phyfick, for which the Grecian Academies were very 
amous, befides which he is ſaid to be skilfal in the Art 
df Painting, and three or four famous Pieces are ſhewed 

n /taly, ſaid to be his Drawings; there is alſo an an» 
es bn the is Lode xt Roni, To 1h BR 


2 


Ateſßs to Princes and great Men ; and that be was 


7 * 
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Vault near the Courca of St. Mary, ſuppoſed to ha 
been the Plac where St. Paul dwelt, wherein Mentiog 
is made cf the Picture of the Bleſſod Virgin, which th 
Italians call a Mana, or Lady, that, with fix other 
were drawn by the ſame-Evangeliſt. 

St. Luke was no doubt a Jew / Profelzte, Antis 
abounding with Men of that Nation, who had thei 
Synagogues ard S-hools of Education, and (upp ofed t 


be one of the ſeventy Diſciples, and likewile one of tit 5 
two who were going to Emaus, to whom the Lord a As 
E 


peared in their Way; theſe ſeem only ConjeQtures ; f“ 
beſides other Argurents, he himſelf comeſied plain ys! 
T hat he was net from the Beginning an Eye-witneſs a”? 
Miniſter of the Word, It is therefore mere probable ti? 
he was conver ed by S. Paul during his Abude in 4: h 


och; and became ever af:er his inſeparable Companiot 1 


and tellow Labourer in the Work of the Midiſtry, eſpe Intl 
cia ly after his going into Macedonia, from which Lim gen 
in re.o:ding the Hiſtery ot St Paul's Travels, he upo r 
ail Occaſions, ſpeaks ot himſelf in his own Perſon; s 
attended in all his Dangers, and at his ſeveral Atrraig f. 


ments at Jeruſalem, and in his hazardous Voyage lit 
Rome; and tis probable he did not leave St Paul, f n 


he had finiſhed his Covrſe, and crowned all his Suffer 
ings wi.h Martyrdom; though ſome aver that he |: 
t e Apoſtie at Rome, and returned back into the Kal 
travelling into E2ype, ard the Parts of Lybia, where 2 
cording to his Cumom he preached the Goip-!, wrough 
Miracles, converted Multitudes, conſtiiuted Minilie: 
and that himſelf became Biſhop of Thehars. 
He wrote two Books for the Uſe and Benefit of thi 
Church, his Goſpel, and the Biflory of the Acts of «| 
' Apoſtles, both which he dedicated ta Theophilus ; 8) 
ot the Ancients ſuppoſe this to be a feignea Name, de 
noting no more than a Lover of God, a Title con 
mon to every Chriſtian, Others, that it was the pr 
per Name of a particular Perſon, the Stile of Mult £ 
cellent, being in thoſe Times the proper Form of Ac 


* 
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Con 
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onſular Dignity, anu a- noble Man of Antioch, who 
hen converted by St. Peter, give his Houſe to the 
hurch for their publick and wiema Worship; and 
hers think he might be ſome chief Min ia Authort y, 
hom St. Luke had converted and bip.iz:d, ro whom 
dedicated theſz Books as a 'Teiiimony of honourable 


ho MeſpeRt, and a Means of giving him farther Light into 
e Certaiaty of theſe Things, wherein he had been in- 


ucted by bim; he expreſly tellirg us, i hat his In. 
lligence in theſe Matters, was derived from ſuch as 
ere Eye-witneſies and Miniilers of the Wo d from the 
pinning, having delivered nothing in his whole Hi- 


* dry, but what he had immediately fe eived from Per- 
ns preſent zt, and particularly concerned in the I'hings 
„has leſt upon Record, 

%% 1 he Occaſion of his Willing his Goſpel. ſeems to be 


prtly to prevent thoſe falſe and ſcandalous R-po ts which 
en at that Lime were raiſed by the E enies to the 
hriſtian Name; and partly to tupp!y what was want- 
ig in the awo Evangeliſts who writ before him; which 
pplement 1s particularly noted throughout his whole 
liſtory, by ſo.ne of the Primitive Fathers; the ſubject 
{iter of the ſame being an Account of What relates to 
nriſt's Prieſt'y Office, and therefore the Ancients in 
| W-commodating the Prophet Exzekie/s Viſion, of four 
moolical Repreſentations to the four Evanyelitts, aſ- 
gned the Ox or Calf to St. Luke, Fi 
His Hiſtory of the Apoſtolick Acts, was undoubted- 
written at Rome, at the End of St, Paul's two Years 
priſonment there, with which he concludes his Sto- 
Wy ; which contains the Actions and ſometimes the 
ufferings of ſome of the chief Apoſtles, particularly 
t Paul, whoſe Activity in the Cauſe of Chriſt and the 
olpel, made him have a deeper Suare both in doing 
nd ſuffering; and St. Late being his conſtant Attend- 
t, and an Eye-witneſs of the molt conſiderable Tranſ- 
ions of his Life, after his Converſion, was the more 
apable of giving an accurate Relation of them ; ameng 
her Things he records thoſe wonderful Miracles which 
| | | the 
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they daily preached. In both theſe Books his Stile 


was faithful in his Relations, elegant in his Writing as 


but lighting upon an Olive-Tree, they hanged h 


the Apoſiles wrought fr Coafir mation of the Doi» 


clear, flowing with a natural Sweetneſs and Grace; b 


S. 


Miniſter, devout and pious as a Chriſtian, careſul ani 
diligent fcr the Good of Souls, and to crown all, lat 
down his Liſe for the Teitimony of the Goſpel, whit 
he had preached ahd pabliſhed to the World. 

An ancient Author labours to prove, that he ſuffer 
Martyrdom at Rome, after St. Paul's firſt Impriſonme 
there, and therefore did no farther proſecute the Hiſt: 
of the Acts of the Apoſtles, which he would andcub 
edly have done, had he lived any conſiderable Tin 
after St. Pauls Departure. But Nicephorus gives a pu 
ticular Account, That travelling into Greece, he ſucce by 
fully preached, and baptized many Converts into ti 
Chriflian Fai b, which ſo enraged the Barbarians, t. 

a Crew of Villains laying hold of bim, torture him V 
a moſt violent Manner, and then dragging him to Ex 

cution, deſigned to crucify him; but coming to ti 
Place where they intended to perpetrate the reit of tit 
Villany, they could not find a Croſs to fix him up: 


thereon, in the Eighty-fourth Year of his Age. | 
Body was with great Solemaity buried at Con/tanting 8 
by the Command of Conſtantine the Great, or his 8 == 
in that famous Church erected there to the Memory 
the Apoſtles. 
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. OF 
St. JOHN the Evangeliſt and Apoſtle, 


Who was put into a Caldron of Scalding 
C Oyl, and eſcaped unhurt. 


His Feſtival is celebrated, December 27. 


T. John was a Galiltan, the Son of Z ebedee and Sa- 
lo me, younger Brother to St. James, together with 
nom he was emyloyed in Fiſhing: By his cc ming to 
hriſt, he ſeems for tome Time to have been a Diſciple 
o John the Baptiſt, being probably that other Diſciple 
bat was with Andrew, when they left the Baptiſt to 
ollow our Saviour, ſo particu'a:ly does he relate all Cir- 
umſtances of theſe Tranſactions, tho* modeſtly, as in 
dther Parts of his Goſpel concealing his own Name. 
There is not much mentioned of him in Sacred Writ, 
ore than what is recorded of him in Conjunction with 
is Brother James, he was peculiarly dear to his Lord' 
nd Maſter, being the Diſciple whom Jeſus loved, wit 
eſs bis lying in our m__ Boſom, at the Paſchal | 


Supper 7 
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- Supper, 23 alſo when Peter was defirous to know which 
of them our Saviour meant, when he ſaid, One of them 
mould betray him, and durſt not himſelf propound the 
Queſtion, he made uſe of St. John, to ask our Lord. 
* Indeed when Chriſt was firſt apprehended, he fled with 
the other Apoſtles. it not being without Probability of 
} Reaſon, that the Ancients conceived him to have been 
That young Man, who fojJowed after our Saviour, hay- 
ing a Linnen Cloth caſt abut his naked Body, whom 
when the Officers laid hold upon, he left the Cloth, ard 
fled naked f:om them, but tho' he eicaped at preſent, 
to avoid that ſudden Violence which was offered him ; 
yet he ſoon recovered himſelf, and returned to ſeek his 
Maſter, and waited upon him through the ſeveral Pa, 
ſages of his Tryal, till bis Crucifixton. Here it wa 
that our Saviour appointed him Guardian of his Mother, 
and made her a Part of his Charge and Cate At the 1 
firſt News cf our Lord's Reſurrefion, he accompaniel 
Peter tothe Sepulchre, thoſe two Apeſtles having a mon eg 
mutual Intimacy than any of the reit, and had rat 


many Hazards together, and adhered cloſely to one an we 
other upen all Occafions. 8 

The Antients ſay, That aſter the Death of the Ble. ie 
ſed Virgin, St. John went into Aſia, and applied hin N 
ſelf wholly to the Propagating ct Chrittiani:y, havingMQW,;. 
planted ſeveral famous Churches there; after ſume Yeah ©, 


Continuance there, he was accuſed to Domitian, the 
bloody perſecuting Reman Emperor, as a Subverter 0 
the Religion of the Empire, by whoſe Command the 
Conſul of Aſia ſent him bound to Rome, where it is re 
Jated, he was put into a Caldron of burning Oyl ; bi 
the Divine Providence delivered this holy Man from thi 
{:eming inevitable Deſtruction unhurt; the cruel Empe 
ror not being ſatisfied with this, orders him to be baniſh 
to Patmos, a diſconſolate Iſland in Greece, where he 

mained ſeveral Years, inſtruct ing the Inhabitants in th 
Faith of Chrilt. Here it was that about the latter En 


of Damitian's Reign, he writ the Book of the Revs 
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Bloody Domitian being taken out of the Way, Coice= 
1% Nerva ſutceeded in the Empire, who being of a © 
niſcer Temper, repealed the barbarous Edits of his 
edeceſſor, re- calling thoſe that were baniſhed for the 
hriſtian Name, where pon St John left Patmos, and 
eturned into A, fixing his Reſidence at Epheſus, where 
t is aid he wrote his Goſpel ; he writ alſo three Epiſtles, 
rhich with the Apocalypſe, are all repoſed in the "fa. 
red Canons, and univerſaily admired. He lived till the 
"ime cf the Emperor Trajan, about the Beginning of 
hoſe Reign, he departed this Life, about the Ninety- 
jinth Year of his Age, as is generally thought. But 
thers ſuppoſe he died a Martyr, beczuſe our Saviour 
old. him and his Brothers, 'That they ſhould drink of 
e Cup, and be baptized with the Baptiſm wherewith 
e was baptized, which was indeed literally fulfilled 
ith his Brother Fames; yet tho" he was not murdered, 
e may be truly tiled a Martyr, his being put into a 
eſſel of ſcalding Oyl, as we have noted, his many 
ears Baniſhment, and other S ifferings for the Cavſe of 
au hriſt, juſtly challenging that Title; it being not want 
good Will either in him, or his Enemies, but the 
le-Wivine Providence immediately over-ruling the Power 
aim Nature, that prevented the Malice of his Adverſaries 
vin om putting their cruel Intentions into Execut lon 
Others deny that he died at all, but is ſtill alive; the 
„ thefWccafion of which Error is founded upon what paſſed 
er qgtween our Bleſſed Saviour and St. Peter, concerning 
d US: Apoſtle, for Chriſt having told Peter what ſhould be 
is res own Fate, Peter inquires what will become of Saint 
bien, to whom our Lord anſwered, II will that be 
n (OUS ry {ill I come, what is that to thee ? which was mi- 
mpeg derttood by the Apoſtles, tho' St. Fobr himſelf, whe 
nil Words that Paſſage, inſerts a Caution, That Jeſus did 
he "Wt ſay he ſhould not die. From the fame Original al o 
in tne the Tradition, that he only lay ſleeping in his Gra e 
r EVE: L-/us, which Story was a long Time current. He 
debe to have always led : fingle Liſe, and {9 the An- 
; , <£ 


tie nts 


of. 
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tients tel! us, That all the Apoſtles were married, ex, 
cept St, John, and St. Paul. He had no great Advan. 
tages by human Learning, but his want of it was abun 
dantly ſupplied in his excellent Temper of Mind, ard 
and the Furniture of Divine Graces which he wa 
adorned withal. His Humility was admirable, ftudi. 
-ouſly-concealing his own Worth and Henour. He d. 
covered a mighty AfteQtion to the Sons of Men, un 
wearied in ſpending himſelf for the Service of the Go. 
Fpel:; travelling from Eaſt to Welt, to leaven the Wordt 
with that holy Religion which he was ſent to Propagate 
He was extreamly "vigilant againſt Hereticks, counter- 
mining their Artifices, antidoting ayaintt the Poiſon d 


their Errors, and avoiding all Communion and Conver- e 
ſation with their Perſons. * 
> 2 

8 
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St. PETER the Apoſtle, . 
Who was Crucificd at Rome, with bi. 
Head downwards, 1 

delt! 


His Feſtival is celebrated June 20. 


T. Peter was born at Bethſaida, a Place that had Mom 
Honour of our Saviour's Preſence, who * of 
uſually in thoſe Parts, did often reſort thither. | ng 
generally thought to be about Ten Years older BL, . 
er, which, the mattjed Condition, and the Reſpe re 
eve him þy war well the Apoliles for the Gravl 
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f his Perſon, with other Circumflances, ſeems to con- 
rm. Being Circumciſed according to the Law, his 
me then given him, was Simon, to which our Bleſſed 
ord added that of Cepbhas, fiznifying a Store, or Rock, 

hich 13 rendered Peter in Enzlich. He was Brother to 
t. Andrew the Apoltle, who firil brought him to the 
nowledge of the Goſpel. Their Fache was Jonab of 


5 l ſaida, probably a Fiſherman, who had the Honour,, 
* well as Zebedee, to have each of them two of their 
Jon among our Saviour's Apoſtles, tho but Twelve in 
* limber. Peter was employed in Fiihing 1 in the Sea of 


alilce, being One Hundred Furiongs in Leogth, and 
ty in B. :eadth, the Wate s clear and ſweet, and 
pred with ſeveral Sorts of choice Fiſh, 
And here let us admire the wonderful Methods of 
vine Providence, that ſuch low and mean Men ſhould' 
armed with Divine Power, as to ruin the Kingdom 
Satan, The vile Apytate Julian, objected againſt 
e Prophets of the Oid Teſtament, That they were a 
mpany of rude, illiterate Men; but we find that theſe 
learned Men and innocent Apoſtles, by the Aſſiſtance 
the Almighty, ſuddenly and powerfully prevailed over 
learned World 
Our Saviour deſigning to elect ſome peculiar Perſons 
propagate his Goipel thraugh all Nations, made choice 
! vielve to be his Apoltles, and S$:mmm Peter is by the 
ngeli''s, in the Front ef them. It may be inquired 
zen, and by whom the Apoſtles were baptiz d. Nice- 
wilt * re'ates, That of all the Apottles, Chrilt bapt zed 
Wc but Peter with his own Hand, and Peter baptized 
drew, and the two Sons of Zebedee, and the reit of 
þ.[tles. Among the Twelve, our Saviour ch ſ Three, 
2 ſeem to be s near intimate Companicns, aid 
nad om he let into the moil ſecret Paſſages and Tranſacti- 
ed of his Life, namely, Peter, James, and Fobn, they 
HeWog with bim at the railing. of Jairus's Daughter, as 
han Pat his T'ransfguration on the Mount, where Peter 
Reſpe red our Lord, that he might build three Labernac 
ra . Tous in 


7 


120 The Liſe of St. Peter. 
in Memory of that great Tranſaction: One Authy 
writes, That in Purſuance of this Petition, there weir 
afterward Three Churches built upon the Top of thi 
Mountain; and one Writer reports, That in his Time. 
they ſhew'd the Ruins of theſe Three Taberracles, which. 
were built according to St Peter's Deſire. 

After our Lord had entred Jeruſalem in Triumph, be 
retired to Bethany, and diſpatched Peter and Fohn u 
make a Preparation for the Paſſover ; accordingly they 
foune the Perſon whem he had deſcribed to them, an! 
followed him to his Houſe, which whether it was Sain 

John the Evangeliſt, ſituate near Mount Sen. or Sinn 
the Leper, or Nicodemus, or Foſeph of Arimathea, is un 
certain. Theſe two with St. James, accompanied hin 
io the Garden in his Agony; and Euſebias wii e, Thi 
even in his Time, Chriſtians were went io come thithe: 
ſolemnly to offer up their Prayers to God and Chriſt Je 
ſus. Our Lord being aſcended into Heaven, and haviy 
fulfilled his Promiſe of ſending the Holy Ghott, tit 
Apoſtles and Diſciples continued a. While at Feruſaln 

being tofled about only with gentle Storms, but upc 
Occafion of the Martyrdom ot St. Stephen, a violet 
Perſecution fell upon them, which diſperſed them ini 
ſeveral Countries; about the End of the Reign of (. 
ligula, that barbarous Roman Emperor, Peter af er hai 
ing viſited the Churches, returned to Feru/alem, 
Herod Agrippa, Grandſon to Herod the Great, havit 
attained the Kingdom of Fudea, he to ingratiate hin 
felf with the People, put St. James to Death, and fin 
ing this grateful to the Vulgar, apprehended Peter, a 
ſent him to Priſon, placing ſtrong Guards to ſecure hit 
but the Angel of the Lord delivered him in the Nig! 
before his Enemies deſigned to execute him; but befꝗ 
this, he is ſaid to have gone down to Antioch, and 
have planted the Chriſtian Faith, and founded a Chu 
there, as Euſebius and others record. 

Aſter this he went to Rome, about the ſecond Year 
the Emperor Claudiz:, and being mind ful of the Churel 
| wil 


[ 
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"WH which he had gathered in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
"8 Bythinia, and Aſia the Liſe, writ his firſt Epiſtle to them, 
end then took Care to propagate the Chriſtian Faith in 
the Weſtern Parts of the World; after he had continued 
UB fome Years at Rome, the Jeaus raiſing Seditions and Tu- 
mults in the City, they were banithed from thence ; a- 
mong whom was St Peter, who from thence returned 
back to Jeruſalem, and was preſent at the great Apoſtc- 
Jical Synod, where the Controverſy about the Mefaical 
Rites was determined; ſome report, that he went into 
Pr itain, and converted many to Chriſtianity. But to- 
ard the End of Nero's Reign, he returned to Roms, 
here he found the Peoples Minds hardened againſt em- 
hracing the Chriſtian Religion, by the Subtilties and Ma. 
pick Arts of Simon Magus; this Impoſtor reſided in Sa- 
aria, where St. Philip the Deacon preached with much 
ucceſs, confirming the ſame by Miracles; however, 
imon was in great Reputation among the People, and 
tiled himſelf, The Great Power of God, and affirming 
at he was the Supreme Deity, worſhipped by all Na- 
ons, the Apoftle ſent Peter and Fohn from Jeruſalem, 
b Philip's Aſſiſtance, who when they came thither, laid 
eir Hands upon the new Converts, whereupon they 
reſently received the Holy Ghoſt; which when Sim 
ww, he offered them Money, if they would confer that 
ower upon him. But Peter percieving his vile Inten- 
ons, ſcornſully rejected his impious Offer However, + 
y his Witchcrafts and S-orceries, he at length became 
ceptable to the Emperor, as well as the Vulgar, Nero, 


„at Monſter, had nuch Veneration for him, being Pa- 
hit on of Magicians, and all thote who pretended to have 
Jig ommer.e with the Infernal Powers, and Peter being re- 
beta ned to Rome, reſolved to encounter him, and diſcover 
. e Impoſtures and Deluſions of this wretched Man. 

— Iv 


About that Time, an eminent young Gentleman, 
inſman to the Emperor, died at Rome, and the Fame 
Peter's having Power to raife the Dead, his Friends 
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* 


re perſuaded to ſend for him, but others propoſed. * 4 
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Simon Magus, who readily came, being glad of the Oc. 
ca ſion to magnify himſelf before the People, and Peter 
being preſent, Sinan alledged, That he had provoked 
the Great Power of Ged, and ſhould loſe his Li, if he 
did not raiſe the dead Per'on, but if Peter prevailed, he 
himſelf would fubmit to the ſame Fate. Peter accepted 
the Terms, and Simon began his Charms and Enchant. 
ments, whereat the dead Gentleman ſeemed td move bis 
Hand, vpon which the People ſhouted, and cried he wa: 
alive, and talked to Simzmn, and began to affault Peter ; 
the Apoſtle intreated their Patience, and told them, It 
was nething but Fancy and Appearance, and that if 


Simon were removed from the Bed-ſide, this Deluſion if 


would foon vaniſh, which done, the Body remained 
without the leaſt Sign of Motion. Peter ſtanding at: 
good Diilanc? from the Bed, ſilently made his Addreſs 
to Heaven, a-d then before them all, commanded the 
young Man in the Name cf the Lord Jeſus to aiſle, 
which he did immediate'y, and ſpoke, walked, and 
eat, and was by Peter reſtored to his Mother. The 
People hereupon altered their Opinions, and fell upon 
Simon, With Intent to have ſtoned him, but Peter begged 
his Life, and told them, It would be Pun ſnment enough 
for him, to ſee that in Deſpite of hi Malice, the King- 
dom of Chriſt would incre:.ſe and floariſh, 

The Magician was inwardly tarmented with this De. 
at, and vexed do ſee the Triumphe cf the Apoſtle, and 
multering up all his Infernal Powers, acquainted th: 
People, That he was offended at the Ga/:/-ans, as he 
called the Chriſtians, and therefore ſet a D:y when they 
ſhould fee him fly up to Heaven; accordingiy he went 
op to the Top of the Capitol, and throwing himel 
thence, began his Flight, which the SpeCta'ors behe'd 
with Wonder and Admiration, affi- ming that this mutt 
be from the Power of God, and not of Man; Petr 
ſtanding in tie, Crowe, prayed to Gd, that the Pe pk 
might be undeceived, ad that the Vanity of the Im. 
pollor might be diſcovered to the nfuſton of him. and 
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Shame of his Admirers; immediately the Wings which 
he had made bim ſelf, b-gan to fail, ſo that be ſell to, 
de Ground, miſerably bruiſed with the Fall, and being 
fried to a neighbouring Village, died ſoon after, 
The End of this wretched Man, coming to the Em- 
peror's Ear, haſtened St. Peter's Death. Wers no doubt 
ad been formerly diſpleaſed with him, on Acccuat of 
hi; Chrillianity, and that he ſo ſtrift'y, preached up 
Temperance and Chaltity, and thereby 1eciaimed o 
many Women in Rome from a diſſolute and vicious Life, 
vhich was ſo difagreeable to bis wanton and laſcivious 
'emper, to which he was a Slave; and being by his 
eans robbed of kis dear Favourite and Companion, he 
re ſolved upon Reverge, cauſed St. Peter, (as alſo Saint 
aul, who was at that Time at Reme) to be ciſt into the 
Maritime Priſon, where they empioyed themſelves in 


ie reaching to the Priſoners, ard theſ- who v:lited them: 
und here it is ſuppoſed St. Peter writ his ſecond Epiſtle 


o the diſperſed Fews, to confirm them in the Faith, and 
ortify them avainit thoſe pernicious Principle and Pra- 
tices, which even then began to break in upon the Chri- 
Jan Church. c 
Nero returning from Acbaia, and entring Rome with 
riumph, reſolved St. Peter ſhould fall a Sacrince to his 
-rue'ty. Whiltt the fata] Stroke was daily expected, 
he Chriftians at Rome earneſtly ſollicited him to make 
s Eſcape, and reſerve himſelf for further Service to the 
be burch 3 which at length prevailed with him, and the 
ext Night, having prayed with, and taken his Leave 
df the Brethren, it is related, That he got over the Pri- 
on Wall, and being come tothe City Gate, he is there 
aid to have met our Lord, who was jult then entring 
ne City: Peter, it is ſaid, asked him, Lord, Whither 
It thou going ? From whom he preſently eceived this 
ole Anſwer, I am come to Rome to be crucitied the ſecond 
„ ime; by which Reply, Peter apprebended bimie}f to 
de reproved, and that our Lord meant it ot his Death, 
dat he was to be crucified as his Servant; and fo went 
1 F 5 ä 6 back 
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back to the Priſon, and ſurrendered himſeif to the Keep. 
er, as being ready to acquieſce in the Will of God. | 

Before his Sufferings he was ſcourged after the Roman 
Manner, who uſed to whip capital Offerders before they 
ſuffered. Having ſalu:ed hi. Brethren, and taken his 
laſt Leave of St. Paul, his fellow Priſoner, he was led 
to the Top of the Vatican Mount, being ſentenced to be 
crucified, the moſt painful and ſhameful of all Deaths: 

He then intreated the Officers, that he might not be 

crucified the ordinary Way, but ſufter with his Head 

downward, and Feet up to Heaven, as being unworthy 
to die in the ſame Poſture as his bleſſed Maſter ; his 

Body being taken down, was faid to have been em- 

balmed by Marce//inus the Presbyter, after the Jeu 

Way, and then buried in the Vatican, where it lay ob- 

ſecurely till the Reign of Confantine the Great, who had 

fo much Reverence for this Apoſtle, that he built 2 

Church in the Vatican to his Memory, which is now 

one of the moſt famous Cathedrals in the World, This 

Acgount of his Death, though not mentioned in Holy 

Writ, is recorded by the ancient Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtori- 

ans, but with what Certainty it is, we muſt leave the C 
Reader to judge. | 
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S. James the Great, 


= Who was Bcheaded at Feruſalem: 


dly His Feſtival is celebrated July 25. 


the T. Janes, firnamed the Great, either becauſe of his 
Age, or ſor ſome peculiar Honour our Saviour con- 
ſer'd upon him, was a Gallllan born, the Son cf ZLebe- 
dee, a Fiſherman, bis Mother's Name was Mary, called 
alſo Salome, he was employed by his Fa her in the Trade 
of Fiſhing, in the Exerciſe of which our Sayiour found 
him, when he paſled by the Sea of Galilee, where he 
called him to be his Diſciple, which he readily obeyed, 
leaving his Father with his Servants to manage his Af- 1] 
fairs, not long after his firſt Calling, from the Station oc 
n ordinary Diſciple, he was appointed to the Apoſloli- 
al Office, and honoured with ſome peculiar Marks of 
Favour, beyond moſt of the Apoſtles, being one of the 
hree whom our Bleſſed Saviour made choice of, to ad- 
nit to the moſt intimate Tranſactions of his Life. 
Thus was Peter, and his Brother Jobn, who was pre- 
nt at the miraculaus raĩſing of Fairus's Daughter, ad- 
IE to Chriſt's glorious THR Re | 
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and taken along with him into the Garden, to be a Sj e. 
Ctator of his bitter and terrible Ag-ny ; nor was it ihe 
leaſt Inſtance of th: particular Honour our Saviour be- 
ſtowed upon thele Diſciples, that upon his calling of 
them, he gave them a new Name and Title. 

Our Ho y Redeemer in his Journey towards Jeruſalem, 
in Ordo to his Crucifixion, tnat he might the better pre- 
para the Minds of his Apotlles for his Departure from 
them, diſcourſed te them about his Suffering, and that 
he ſhould riſe again, but they whoſe Minds were eleva- 
ted with the Expectation of a Temporal Puwer and Mo- 
nurchy, underſtocd not the Meaning ot what he re at.d 
to them, However, James and his Brother, ſuppoſing 
the Reſurrection which he ſpoke of, would be the I ime 
when his Dignity ard Greatneis would commence, per- 
lu:ded their Mother to put up a Petition for them to our 
Lord, wha accordingly addreis'd him humbly, deſiting, 
"That when he took Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom, her Sous 
might have the two principal Places of Honour and Dig- 
Ws Pity, by ietting one on the Right-hand and the other on 

we Lett. Our Bleſſed Saviour directing his Diſcourte to 

| the two. Apoliles, told them, They quite miſtook the 
Nature cf. his Kingdom, which did not confiit in exter- 
pal Pomp ard Splendor, but in inward Life and Power, 
that they would do well to contider whether they were 
able to undergo what he was to ſuffer. They probably 
net underſtanding the Force cf his Reaſoning, anſwered, 
They were able to do it. Jeſus taking no Advantage of 
their raſh and inconſiderate Reply, aniwered, That a for 
ſuffering, they would indeed partake of it as well as te, 
but for any peculiar Honour or Dignity, he could not di- 
ſpoſe of ary of that Kind, any otherwiſe than according 
to thole Rules and Inſtructions which he received from 
his Father: The reſt of the Apattles were offei.ded at 
this ambitious Requett, but our dear Redeemer to qualify 
their Paſſions, diſcourſed to them at large of the Nature 
of. the Evangelick State, and the Difference between 
þ Chat and tbe Kingdoms of the World; with 2 
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lent Reaſoning their Hearts on all Sides were allayed 
4 pacihed. 

nat became of St. James aſter our Saviour's Aſcenſion, 
e have no Account of, either frem Sacred or Ecc! eſia. 
ck Hiſtory, ſome affirm, That after the Martyrdom of 
_ $::phen, when the Chriſtians were di perſt, he came 
the Weſtern Parts of the World, even in Britain and 
eland, and having planted Chriſtianity among them, 
turned to Feruſalem, but this ſeems improbable upon 
veral Accounts, and therefore 'tis ſafeſt to confine his 
liniſtry to Judta, and the Parts adjacent, and t) ſeek 
r him at Jeruſalem, where we are lure to find him 

At this '1ime Hered Agrippa, the Son of Ariſtcbulas, 
ing in great Favcur with Claudius the Koman Emperor, 
confitmed to him the Kingdom of Fudea, and all the 
ovinces that his Grandfather H-rod the Great erjoyed, 
ho being ſenſible that the moit probable Way to gain 

Aff. ct on ot the Fews, was to p:riecute the Chriiti- 

„ he relolves accordingly to 1:1. upon them; and find- 

Y St. James vigorous in centending for the Truth, 


mmalded him te be apprehended, ard ſentenced to 


the Soldier wto obietved his Conſtancy and Cou- 


ge at his Tryal, fell at his Feet, begging Pardoa for 


at he had done againſt lim ; the tio'y Man raiſed 
up and kiſſed him, who thereupon publickly pro- 
led himſelf to be a Chriſtian, and ſo they were both 
headed at the ſame Time. 
His Death was not long un- revenged, of which the 
cients give the following Account, That Hered going 
Samaria, he proclaimed ſolemn Sights and Feitival 
ertzinments to be held in Honour of Ce/ar ; early in 
Morning, he came in great State to the Theatre ere- 
d for him, to make an Oration to the People, gorge- 


y arrayed in a Robe curiouſly wrought with Silver, 


did, and Jewels, ſo that the Luſtre thereof made the 
itude 2ry out, That he was ſome Deity, and beyond 


common Standard of Humanity: This impious Ap- 
uſe he received with much Pleaſure, bat the comick 


4 
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Part was ſoon turned into a Tragedy; for looking up, he 
eſpyed an Owl ſitting over his Head, which he inflant] 
apprehended as a fatal Meſſenger of inevitable Ruin, b 
the jult Judgment of God; and thereupor an incurab!, 
Melancholy ſeized upon his Mind, as well as exquiſ 
Torments on his Body. Upon which, turning to thok 
abokt him, You may here ſee yourſelies evidently con. 
vinced of Flattery and Falſhood ; you ſee me, whom you 
called a God, am by the Laws of Fate condemned tt 
die, and he whom you counted immortal, 1eady to give 
up the Ghoſt, His Pains continually increaſed upor 
him, and tho' his Favourites prayed earneſtly to d 
Gods for Bis Health, yet his acute Tortures at lengu 

put a Period to his miſerable Life, | 
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St. James the Leſs, 


Who was knock'd on the Head with! 
Fuller's Club. 


His Feſtival is celebrated with St. Philip's, May 1- 


* Bey Apoſtle is probably conjectured to be the Sat 
of Foſeph, afterwaid the Husband of the Bleſſei 
Virgin, by his firſt Wife, and ſo reputed our Lord's Bre 
ther, and the Son of Joſeph, and tho? he is likewiſe c: 
led 4/pheus, this may probably relate to his being a Dil 
ciple of ſome particular Sect of the Fes, called 4/phe 
ers. We have little Account of his Birth, and forme 
Life, but find that after the Reſurrection, he was b 


WT n2oured with the particular Appearance of our Lord t 
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im, which tho' not mentioned by the Evangelifts, 1s 

corded by St. Paul, one of the Ancients relates, he 
ad folemnly ſworn, That from the Time he drank the 

up, at the Inſtitution of the Laſt Supper, he would eat 
read no more, till our Saviour returned from the Grave, 
ho thereupon appeared to him, commanding Bread to 
> ſet before him, which he took, bleſſed, and brake, 

id gave to St. James, ſaying, Eat thy Lread my Bro- 
der, for the Son of Man is truly rifen from them that 

ep. 

His Reſidence was for the moſt Part at Feru/alem, to 
Wm we find St, Paul makes his Addreſs after his Conver- 
ron, to him St. Paul ſent the News of his miracu- 
Ys Deliverance out of Priſon; but he was principally 
ive in the Synod at Zeru/alem, in the great Contro- 
rſy about the Moſaick Rites. He. diſcharged his Oſ- 
e like a diligent and faithful Guide to Souls, ſtrength- 
ny. the Weak, informing the Ignorant, reducing the 
rroneous, reproving the Obſtinate, and by the Fei= 
ncy of his Preaching, ſubdued the Stubborneſs af that 
fractory and perverſe Generation; and many principal 
rlons being brought over to a Compliance with the 
hriſtian Faith, it awakened the Envy and Malice of 
Enemies to conſpire his Ruin; vexed they were that 
Paul, by appealing to Cæſar, had eſcaped their 
nds, and therefore turn their Revenge upon St. Janes, 
ich not being able to effect under Feftus's Government,. 
y vigorouſly attempted under the Precuratorſhip of 
binus his Succeſſor, before the new Government could 
we; to which End a Council is ſammoned with all 
pedition, and the Apoſtles and others arraigned and 
idemned as Violators of the Law, and for the more 
uſidle managing their Defigns, they ſet the Scribes 
| Phariſees to inſnare St. James, in ſinuating that they 
d a very great Opinion of his Sinctity, and that the 
ole Fetviſh Nation gave him the Teſtimony of being 
oft Man; they therefore defired that he would reduce 
People from their falſe Opinion, that Jeſus was the 


Maſſias, ” 4 | 
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AMe//iar, and would to that End, tales the Opportunity 
of the univerſal Confluence of People to the Paſchal vv, 
lemnity, and go with them to the Top of the lemple 
where he might be ſeen and beard of all, being accor:- 
ingly plac:d to Advantage upon a Tinacie or Wang d 
of the Temple, they thus addreſs'd him: 
Tell us, O ZFufus, or Janes, whom we know and 
* believe to be a righteous Man, what is the Reaia 
that the Pecple aie ſo generally led away to adore je. 
© ſus who was crucified at Zeruſa/em, and what are ut 
Poctrines and Precepts which he publiſh'd to the Word 
and wlere is his Reſidence ſince his pretended Reiui 
© rectien from the Dead? To which the Apoſtle at 
ſwered with an audible Voice, Why do you inquies 
* Jeſus the Son of Man? He fits in Heaven on the Rigli 
hand of the Majeſty on High, and will come again u 
the Clouds of Heaven.“ The People below hearlry 
this, glorified the Bleſſed Jeſus. The Scribes and Po 
riſees perceiving themſelves diſappointed, aud that ii. 
ſtead of reclaiming, they confirmed the Multitude 1 
their ſuppoſed Error, thought the only Remedy was u 
Ciſpatch him out of the Way, that from his 1ad Fat 
others might be warned not to perſiſt in the Belief 6 
Jeſus, whereupon they ſuddenly cry out, that Jan 
himſelf was ſeduced, and become. an Impoitor, af. 
threw him down from the Flace whereon he ſtoud 
whereby he was ſorely bruiſed, but not killed, ſo tt 
he recovered fo much S:rength as to get upon his Knee: 
and pray to Heaven for them, vexed that they had n 
diſpatched him, they fell afreſh upon the Remainder 
of his Life; and while he was yet praying, one ſteppin 
in, and intreating them to {pare him, a juſt and rignt 
cus Man, who was crying to Heaven to forgive them 
began to aſſault him with a Shower of Stones, till 0s 
more mercifully cruel than the reſt; beat out his Bra 
with a Fuller's Club. * 
Thbas died this good Man in the ninetieth Year of l 
Age, and about twenty-four Years after Chriſt's A 
fen, te the great Grief and Regret of all poor 70 
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ni Mew; as well as others, and was buried at Mount Ol:wet, 
a Tomb which he had built for himſelf, and ha4 there- 
buried Zacharias, and old Simon. He was of exem- 
ary and extraordinary Pi-ty, educated under the ſtrict- 
Ru'es and Inſtitution cf Religion, being as is ſuppoſed, 
the ancient Order of the Rechabites, whoſe Buſineſs 
d Delight ſeemed to be to converſe only with Heaven, 
d was wont to retire alone to the Temple to pray, 
hich he always performed Kneeling, till by bis inceſ- 
nt Devotions, it is related, That his Knees became as 
ed and as brawny as a Came'ls. He writ only one 
piſtle, probably not long before hi: Mirtyrdom; he 
reted it to the Fewi/s Converts, duperſed up and 
wn thoſe Eaſtern Countries, to comſort them under 
fferings, and to confirm them againit Error. 


Teer 2% NN d tO 27 Ng T TP g. 27g HEY 
e ee e eee 


LE IF 


St. PHIL I the Apoſtle. 


ho was hanged uv againſt a Pillar, at 
Hierapolis, a City of Phrygia. 


is Feſtival with that of St James the Leſi, is cele- 
brated May 1. 


T. Philip was born at Be- ſaida, rear the Sea of 
J Tihrrias, We read nothing of his Parents, nor 
ay of Lite in the Holy Goſpel, tho probably he was 
F.ſhe:man, the common Trade of that Place: He had 
Honour to he the Firſt called to be Chriii's Diſciple 3 
our Lord after his Return from the Wilderneſs, having 

; mer 
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F was to him the Lord propounded what they could geti 


. ſtanding the Tone of our Saviour's Reaſonings, begge 


reproved his Ignorance, that after ſo long Actendan 


met with Andrew, and his Brother Peter, after ſom 
ſhort Diſcourſe parted om them, and the next Dy 
paſſing through Galilee, he ſound Philip, whom he coy 
manded preſently to ſollow him, which he did accory 
ingly ; no ſooner had Religion taken Poſſeſſion of hy 
Mird, but away he goes and finds Nathaniel, acquain 
bim with the Tidings cf the new found Meſſas, ar 
conducts him to him. After his Call to the Apoſtleſhy 
there is not much recorded of him in the Scriptures. | 


the Wi derneſs, that would feed ſo vaſt a Multitude, | 
whom he anſwered, That it would be very diificultt 
find enough in that Place. It was to him that tae G 
tile Proſelytes, who came up to che Paſſover, addreſſe 
themſelves, when they deſired to ſee our Saviour, | 
was to him that our Bleſied Redeemer diſcourſed cot. 
cerning himſelf, a little before the Jaſt Paſchal Suppe: 
The Lord ſeſus had been fortifying the Minds of hi 
Diſciples with proper Conſiderations againſt his De pan 
uie from them; he told them, That no M:n could com 
to the Father, but by him. Philip not readily under 


of him that he might ſee the Father. Our Lord gent) 


upon his Inſtructions, he ſhould not know that he wa 
the Image cf his Father; the expreſs Character of hi 
infnite Wiidom, Power, and Goodneſs, appearing it 
bim; that he ſaid and did nothing but by his Father! 
Appointment, which if they did not believe, his Mir 
cies were ſufficient Evidence; that therefore ſuch Le 
mands were unnece{izry and impertinent, and that 
argued great Wezkneſs, after above three Years Convert 
wich him, and under his Diſcipline and Inſtruction, tha 
they ſhould have ſo little Underſtanding in theſe Matten 

In the Diſtribution of the ſeveral Regions of th 
World, made by the Apoſtles, ſome think that Uptr 
Alia was the Province which was. aſſigned to P-iltp1 
where he applied himſelf with indefatigable Diligenc 
and 


1 
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and Induſtry, to recover Men out of the Snares of Sa- 
an, to the embracing and acknowledging of the Truth, 
nd by the Conſtancy of his Preaching, and the Efficacy 
his Miracles, gained numerous Conver:s, whom he 
aptized into the Chriſtian Faith, at once curing both 
ouls and Bodies, their Souls of Error and Idolatry, and 
heir Bodies of Infirmities and Diſtempers; healing 
Diſeaſes, diſpoſſeſſing Demons, ſettling Churches, and 
ppointing them Paſtors and Teachers. 

Havirg ſor many Years ſucceſsfully managed his 
\poltolical Ofi-e in thoſe Parts, he came toward the 
utter End of his Life te Hierapclis in Phrygia, a rich 
nd populous, but moſt idolatrous Pace; amongſt the 
any vain and trifling Deities ts whom they paid Reli- 
tous Worſhip, was a Serpent or * which they 
orſhipped with great and ſolemn Veneration; the 


cor 
ws Apoſtle was grieved te ſee them ſo groſly inſlaved in 
fror; and therefore continually ſollicited Heaven, till 
any Prayer he had procured the Death and Deſtruction 


f this monſtrous Deity, and then endeavoured to con - 
ince them of the Folly and Madneſs of paying Divine 
doration to ſuch filthy and odious Creatures, and to 


anal ion; wherein he was ſo ſucceſsful, that the People ge- 
erally abhorred their former fotcifh Idolatry, and cor- 
ally embraced the Chriilian Inſtitution; wheteupoa 
ie Enemy of Mankind ſtirred up the Magiſtrates of the 
ity to purſoe the old Methods of Perſecution and Cru- 
y, who ſerzed upon the Bleſſed Apoltle, and having 
ut him in Priſon, cauſed him to be ſeverely ſcourged, 
frer which Barbarity, he was led to Execution, and 
ing bound, was hanged up by the Neck againſt a 
illar, tho' others write he was crucified. The Apolile 
ttenleing dead, his Body was taken down by St. Bartholo- 


F 0 ew, his Fellow. Sufferer, and his own Sitter, who is 
i to have been the conſtant Companion of his Travels, 
1 decently buried, after which, having confirmed the 


eople inthe Faith of Chriſt, they departed from _— 


N 


eclare to them the Excelleney cf the Chriſtian Reli- 
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It is generally affirmed that St. Philip was marriel, 
and that he had Daughters whom he diſpoſed of in Myr. 
riage; but though this be granted, yet they not care 
fully diſtinguiſhing between Philip the Deaccn, zu} 
Philip the Apottle, have made ſome conclude them t 
be one and the fame Perſon, bit with how little Reaſo 
will appear, if we conſider that P4i//p, who could n: 
be one of the Apoſtolical College, the Apoſtles dec!arin 
upon that Occaſi-n, they had Affairs of a h gher Natur 
to attend upon: So upon the Perſecution that aroſe ur- 
on St. Stephen's Death, the Church was diſperſed, ant 
they were all ſcattered Abroad throughout the Region 
of Tudea and Samaria, and Philip, the Deacon, amory 
the reſt, who went down to the City fi, except 
the Apoſtles who tarried benind at Feru/alem, and when 
Philip had converted ard b»>ptized a cor ſiderable I um. 
ber in that Place, he was forced to ſerd for two of the 
Apoſtles from Fern/alem, ſo that by their Hands they 
m ght receive the Holy Ghoſt 3 which had been who. 
needleſs it he had himſelf been one of the Twelve Apo- 
ſles. St. Philip left no ſacred Writings behind him, ric 
greater Part of the Apoſtles having little Leiſure to write, 
being employed in the Minittry, as more immediately 
uſeſul and ſabſervient to the Happiness of Mankird 
This is the Acccunt which the Eccleſiaſtical Writer 
give of this, as well as they do of other Apaities, tha 
not recorded in Holy Writ. | 


I 3s ; 9 
EA eee 


L IF FE 


$:. BARTRHOTOMEw the Apoſtle, 


Vho was Flay'd alive, by the Command 
of a Barbarous King. 


His Feſtival is celebrated Auguſt 24. 


| HERE is no Queſtion but St. Bartholomerv was an 
Apoltle, tho.gh the Holy Scripture takes Notice 
ly of his Name, which occaſioned ſeveral ancient and 
odern Authors to ſuppoſe, that he lies concealed un- 
r ſome other Name; and that he can be no other than 
athaniet, one of the firſt Diſciples that came to Chriſt : 
cordingly we may obſerve, that as ſome of the Evane 
liſts never mention Bartho/omew in the Number of the 
poltles, ſo others take no Notice of Nathaniel; but 
it which renders the Thing moſt ſpecious and proba- 
is, That we find Nathaniel particularly reckoned up 
th the other Apoſtles, to whom our Lord appeared at 
dea of Tiberias, | | 
The Difficulty being cleared, we proceed to a more 
ticular Account of him; who is thought by ſome to 
e been a Syrian of a Royal Extraction, and to have 
H ived his Pedigree from the Prolemy's, Kings of 1 
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though ſome Circumſtances ſeem to intimate that he wa 


ing convinced by this Inſtance of our Lord's Divinity, he 


| far greater Arguments to confirm his Faith; that ee 
EF Jorg he ſhould fee the Heavens opened to receive hin 


EF lous Imitation of the Apoſtles, was infl med with Ze: 
- to propa te the Faith of Chriſt in thoſe Eaſtern Coun 


- 
* 


But it is manifeſt, that he (as well as the reſt of the A. 

ſtles was a Galilean, and of Nathaniel. we know i: 
1s particularly ſaid, that he was of Cana in Calilee, the 
S-ripcure takes no Notice of his Trade, or Way of Life, 


a Fiſherman. At his firft coming to Chriſt, he was cn. 
ducted by Philip, who told him, They had found the 
long looked for M. iat; and when he had ob jected tha 
the M-/ias could not be born at Nazareth, Philip bid: 
bim come and ſatisfy himſelf: At his firſt Appearance, 
our Bleſſed Saviour entertains him with the Characte: 
cf a Man of true Simplicity and Integrity; ſurprize 
he was at aur Lord's Salutation, wondring how he coul 
know him fo well at firſt Sight, whoſe Face he had ne- 
ver ſeen before, but he was anſwered, That he had ſeen 
him under the Fig-Tree, before Philip called him. Be. 


preſently made his Confeſſion, That he was ſure that 
Jeſus was the promiſed M-/fas, the Son of God, whom 
be had appointed to be King and Governor of his Church 
our Saviour told him, That if upon theſe Inducemen 
he could believe him to be the Meſias, he ſhould hav: 


thither, and the Angels viſibly appearing to wait an 
attend upon him, 

Concerning our Apoſtle's Travels up and down the 
World to propagate the Chriſtian Faith ; the Ancient! 
give an Account, that he went as far as that Part © 
{ndia which borders upon Ethiopia, and that he there lef 
a Copy of St. Matthew's Goſpel ; and they relate far 
ther, That Paulinus, a Man famous for his Skill in Phi 
Joſophy, and particularly in the Inſtitutions of the Stoick: 
having embraced Chriſtianity, he in a devout and zes 


came as far as Iadia, meeting here with ſome 
that yet xetained the Knowledge of Chriſt, and foun' 
% 5 : ne EM 
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t. Matthew's Goſpel written in Hebrew, left there, as 
e Tradition was, by St. Bartholomew, one of the 
welve Apoſtles, when he preached the true Faith co 
oſe Nations. 1 

After the Labours of S:. Bartholomenu in theſe Parts of 
he World, he returned to the more Weſtern and North- 
en Countries of 4ſia, at Mierapolis in Phrygia, we find 
im, in Company with Philip, inſtrucling the Inhabi- 
ants in the Principles af Chriſtianity, and convincing 
em of the Folly of their Heatheniſh Worſhip ; which 
d inraged the Idolate s, that he was deſigned for Mar- 
dom at the ſame Time with Philip, but upon a ſud. 
en Conviction, that the Divine Juſtice would revenge 
eir Deaths, he was taken down and diſmiſt. 

een Hence it is probable, that after this, St. Bartholomew 
Be. ent to Lyconia. His laſt Remove was to 4lbanoph, in 
be nenia the Great, a Place miſerably overgrown with 


hai olatry, from which he thought to reclaim the People. 
zom his ſo inraged the Governor of the Country, that be 
rch;Wntenced him to be crucified, which, ſome ſay, he 
enuearfully ſuffered, comforting and converting the Con- 


rt Gentiles to the laſt Minute of his Life; ſome ſay he 
a3 crucified with his Head downwards, ethers affirm, 
hat he was Flay'd alive before his Crucifixion, a Bar- 
rity uſed both by the Perfians and Z2yptians, and from 
hom they might borrow this horrible and inhuman 
uelty. — 1 
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ttbe Number of which was our Apoſtle St. Andrew, 


[ nn 
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1 


St. ANDREW the Apoſtle, 


1 Who was bound to a Croſs, from when 
0 he Preached to the People. 


His Feſtival is celebrated Newember 30. 


T. Andrew was Born at Beth/aida, a City of G. 
lee, Son of John or Fonas, a Fiſherman of t 
Town, and Brother to Simon Peter; he was brou 
up to his Father's Trade, and was employed tbe- A. 
till our Bleſſed Saviour called him to another Kin th. 
Fiſhing. of 
"John the Baptiſt having lately riſen up in the th. 
Church, great Mu'tituges followed him to hear his 
trine and Exhortations ; he had alſo a Number of «{ 
Diſciples, who more particularly accompanied him, 


was with him about Jordan. Our Lord 2 
Way, upon his Approach, the Baptiſt teld them, 


200 was the Malia. 3 whereupon Andrew and Dik 
uw 


The Life of St. Andrew. 


quaints his Br::ther Simon, and both together came to 
Chriſt, yet ſtaid not long with him, but returned home, 
and exerciſed their Calling for more than a Year, till 
our Holy Redeemer paling through Galilee, fully ſatiſ- 
fied them of his Divinity, and commanded them to 
follow him, which they did immediately. Shortly af 
ter, Andrew (together with the rel.) was choſen to be 
one of thoſe that were to be Ch iſt's immediate Vice. 


| gerents for planting and propagating the Chriſtian Faith. 


Little elſe is recorded. cf him in the Sacred Story, his 


Actions being comprehended in the General Aceount f 


the telt of the Apoitles. Our Lord being aſcended in- 
to Heaven, and the Apoſtles diſperſed through all Na- 


Antients relate, That Aud ea travelled into Scythia, 
where he continued for ſome conſiderable 'I'1me, going 
from one Place to another, preaching the Goipel, 
ſettling the Churches, meeting in many Places with 
great Troubles and Oppoſitun ; hence in Proceſs of 
Time, he came to Byzantium, (now called Conſtanting- 
ple) where he inſtructed the Inhabitants in the Know 
ledge of the Chriſtian Religion, and founded a Church. 
After this he travelled thrcugh Thrace, Macedonia, 
of Wand Achaia, where for many Years he cultivated the 
brooM' True Faith, and at length came to Patrea, a City of 
the: Acbaia, where he give his laſt and great Teſtimony of 
Kin the Verity of it, by laying down his Life in its Defence, 
of the Manner of whoſe Martyrdom ſome Authors give 
Je the following Acc unt: f 
h:s D As,, Proconiul of Aa, coming to Patrea, and ob. 
of ſeſerving that great Numbers of the People had embra- 
him ced the Chrittian Doctrine, he endeavoured to reclaim 
%, chem, whereupon the Apoitſe went to him, and expo- 
ung Wſtulated with him about the Matter, but the Proegnſul 


m, TWdcrided him as the Propagator of a Religion, the Auther . 
| 7 . | 
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139 
Diſciple follow'd our Saviour to the Place cf his Abode, 
after ſome Diſcourle with him, Ardrew goes and ac- 


tions, to publiſh the Eve:laſting Goſpel, ſome cf the 


WW 


lieve in Jeſus Chriſt. the Saviour of the World, he mult 


140 The Life of St. Andrew. 
and Publiſher whereof the Fews had infamouſly put to 
Death upon the Croſs. | ; 

The Apoſtle from hence took Occaſion to demon- 
ſtrate the Excellency and Certainty of that Religion, 
but the Governor would hear nothing againſt his own 
ſuperſtitious and idolatrous Worſhip ; and threained him, 
That if he did not offer Sacrifice to his Pagan Idols, he 
ſhould ſuffer Death upon the Creſs, in Conformity to 
the firſt Broachers of that new Faith which he profeſſed, 
after which he was commanded back to Priſon. The 
next Day he was brought before the Proconſul, who 

rſuaded him not to loſe his Life, and the Pleaſures cf 
this World, for an uncertain Reward in another. The 
Apoſtle on the contrary inſiſted upon the Foily and Va- 
nity of the Worldly Enjoyments, and the Certainty of 
. a Day of Judgment, when every Man muſt give an 
Account of all that he hath done in the Body, whether 
it be Good, or whether it be Evil, that if he did not be- 


certainly endure etern?] Torments in Hell, 
This ſo inraged the Proconſul, that he told him, He 
muſt either inſtantly renounce his fond Opinions, or 
elſe he ſhould ſuffer the greateſt Torments that could 
be inflicted on him. The Apoſtle reply'd, That h 
feared not his Tortures, and did not doubt, but Chris 
would ſtrengthen him to endure all Manner of Barbariry 
rather than deny his former Profeſſion of the true Faith. 
The Proconſul then commanded him to be Scourged by 
ſeven Officers, called Licters, who ſucceſſively Whapt 
his naked Body; but ſeeing his great Patience and Un 
dauntedneſs under this cruel Uſage, he commanded 
him to be crucified, but not to be tattned with Nai's 
but ty'd with Cords, that he might be the longer it 
dying. 
But coming within Sight of the Croſs, he heartily 
rejoiced, faying, 1 hat he long deſired and expected 
the happy Hour, wherein he might bear [eſtimony to 
dis glorious and renowned Matter, after having prayed 


* 
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t Did exhorted the People to continue conſtant in the * 
aith, which he in his Liſe-ttme delivered te them, he 
1. as faſtned to the Croſs, whereon, it is ſaid, he hung 
n, No Days, teaching and inſtructing the Multitude all 
n be while, and exhorting them to ſuffer chearſully, 
n, {Wvbatſoever Cruelties their Enemies ſhould inflict upon 
he hem, if ever they ſhou!d be called to bear Witneſs to 
to Whe Truth, In the mean Time great Importunity was 
d, Npſed with the Proconſul to take him down from the Croſs; 
he eit the Beſfed Apoſtle earneltly begged of our Lord, 
ho! That he might at this Time Seal the [ruth with his 
Food, and God heard his Prayer, and he immediately 
he (Expired, November 30th. though in what Year it is as 
7a. orcertain, as that this Accoun: given by Ecclefiatltical 


of ligorians, is to be depended on. 
enn 


4 


St. THOMAS the Apoſtle, 


ho was run through with a Launce, at 
Coromandel, in the Eaſt-Iudies. 


His Feſtival is obſeved, December 21. 
HE T7ews, as we have obſerved, uſed commonly 5 
when Travelling into other Countries, or ſami- 


arly converſing wich the Greeks and Romans, to aſiume 
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* 342 Ne Liſeof St. Thomas; 


Where not long aſter he gave an eminent Inſtance of his 


to themſelves a Greet or Latin Name of Afﬀinity, ard 
ſometimes of the very ſame Signification, with that of 
their own Country. This St, Thomas, according to the 
Syriack Import of his Name, was called Didymus, which 
has the ſime Signification. The Hiſtory of the Goſpel 
takes no particular Notice either of his Country or Kis. 
dred, his Employment was a Fiſherman, he was aſter. 
ward, together with the reſt, called to the Apoſtleſhip; 


hearty Willingreſs to undergo the ſaddeſt Fate that might 
attend them; for when the reſt of the Apoſtles difſua: 
ded our Saviour from going to 7udea, leſt the Jeu 
ſhould ſtone him, as they a little before had attempted, 
St. Thomas deſires them not to hinder Chriſt's Journey 
thither, though it might coſt them their Lives, proba. 
bly concluding, That inftead of roiſing Lazarus from 
the Dead, they themfelves ſhould be ſent with him, u 
their own Graves; ſo that he made up in pious Affecti. 
ons, what he ſeemed to want in the Quickneſs of hi 
Underſtanding. not readily underſtanding ſome of ou 
Lord's Difcourſ:s, not over forward to believe, till he 
had ocular Dementitration of his Reſurrection. Whet 
our Saviour, a little before his total Safferings, told hi 
Piſciples, "That he was going to prepare a Place fat 
them, to which they might follow, as knowing where | 
was, our Apoſtle roundly replied, That he knew it not 
To which Chriſt gives this ſatistactory Anſwer, That bt 
wa the Living Way. ; 
Our Lord being dead, his Diſciples were exceeding 
ly diſtracted, between Hope and Deſpair about his Re 
ſurrection, which engaged him the fooner to make h 
Appearance ; wherefore the very Day whereon he aroſe 
he came 1ato the Houſe where they were met togethe! 
though the Doors were fait {nut for fear of the Few 
At this Meeting St. Thomas was abſent, having propi 
bly never come into their Compar.y ſince their Diſperhia 
in the Garden, where every one's Fears prompted then 
to conſult their own vatety, At his Return, the Diſ- 
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ples told him, That the Lord had appeated to them, 
ut he obltinately refuſed to believe that it was he, ex- 
ept he might: ſee the very Print of the Nails, and ſeel 
ne Wounds in is Side and Hands; his compaſſionate 
laſter would not take Advantage cf the Man's refrac. 
ory Unb-lief, but upon that Day ſeven- night, as they 
ere ſolemnly met at their Hol} Worſhip, he appeared 
d them again, and calling Thomas. bid him look upon 
is Hands, and put his Finger in the Print of the Nail:, 
nd thruſt his Hand into the Hole of his Side, and 
ereby itrengthen his Faith. The Apoſtle was quickly 
nvinced of his Error, conſeffing, That he acknow. 
doed him to be his Lord and Miſter. 

Oar bleſſed Redeemer being aſcended into Heaven, 
dd having eminently given Gifts, and miraculous Pow- 
to the Apoſtles, St. Thomas moved thereby to Divine 
ſpiration, is ſaid to have ſent Thaddeus, one of the ſe- 
nty Diſ:ipl-s to Agbarus, King of Eau, whom he 
red of an inveterate Diſtemper, who converted him 
d his SubjeQs to the Chriſtian Faith. It is recorded, 


0UBhat the Province allotted to St. Thomas, was Parthiay 
bm whence he proceeded to preach the Geſpel in Me. 
/ het „ Perſia, Coramania, Hyrcania, Badtria, and the 
* ighbouring Nations. One of the Ancients ſays, That 


Perſia he met with the three Wife Men who came 
it long Journey out of the Eaſt, to bring Preſents ta 


1 New-born Saviour, whom he þaptized, and took 
at h ng with him as his Companions and Aſſiſtants in pro- 
. ga:ing the Goſpel. Hence he travelled into Ethiopia, 
2 | afterward came to India, where we are told he was 


s "-Wid to have ventured himſelf, till he was encouraged 
ke hl. Viſion, that aſſured him of the Divine Preſence 
Protection. He travelled very far in the Eaſtern 
ntries, till he arrived at the Nation of the Brach- 
Ws TP preaching in all Places where he arrived, and by 
PY10P tle Methods, and the Efficacy of the Chriſtian Doc. 
e, he reclaimed the People from their bliad Super- 


on and Idolatry, | i 
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The Portugals who inbabit thoſe Parts, relate, Tha 
St. Thomas came firſt to Socatora, an Iſland in the 47 
bian Sea, where baving converted many, he travelle 
farther into the Eaſt, and baving ſucceſsfully planted t 
true Faith, returned back to Coromandel, where he b. 
gan to erect a Place for Divine Worſhip, till prohibite 
by the Prince and Prieſt cf the Kingdom; but the Ap. 
ſtle having wrought ſeveral Miracles, the Work wer 
on, and the Sultan, or King himſelf embraced Chrii: 
anity. The Brachmans plainly perceiving that th 
Progreſs of the Goſpel would endanger their Inter 
and in Time extirpate their falſe Religion, thought: 
high Time to prevent its ſpreading, and that it was a 
ſolutely neceſſary that the Apoſtle {hould be taken out 
the Way ; there was a Tomb not far off the City, whe 
St. Thomas uſed to retire to his Solitudes and private D 
votions ; thither the Brachmans and their Followers p: 
ſued him, and while he was fervent in Prayer, firſt ; 
faulted him with Darts and Stones, till one of th: 
coming nearer, ran him through with a Launce. 


Body was taken up by his Diſciples, and buried in 85 
Church which he had lately erected. . 

While one of the Vice-roys of Portugal reſided 5 
thoſe Parts, there were brought him certain Braſs e 
bles, whoſe Inſcription none could read, till at length - 


the Help of a Few, they were found to contain on! 
Donation made by St. Thomas, of a Piece of Gro 7 
for building a Church. They tell alſo of a famous C ie 
found in St. Thomas's Chapel, whereon was engraven T, 
unintelligible Character, which learned Dra mon .:“ 
dred to this Effect; That Thomas, a Divine Perſon, h: 
ent to thoſe Countries by the Son of God, in the DMI. 
of King Sagamo, to inſtruct the Inhabitants in the Ku * 
ledge of the true God; that he built a Church, and 
formed admirable Miracles, but at laſt, while he 
upon his Knees, effeiing his Addreſſes to Heaven, 
was thruſt through with a Sword, and that this C 
was ſtained with his Blood, and left as a Memoria 
theſe Tranſactions. „5 
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LIFE 


St. Jop E the Apoltle, 


Who was Shot to Death with Arrows. 


His Feaſt is celebrated with St. Simon, OZober 28. 


HIS Apoſtle is mention'd by ſeveral Names in the 
Hiſtory of the Goſpel, namely, Jude, Thaddeus, 
and Lebbeus, it being uſual in Holy Writ, for the ſame 
Perſon to have more proper Names than one ; the firſt 
was common among the Fews, as being the Name of 
one of the twelve Patriarchs of their Nation, which it 
is thought he changed, as ſounding like that of Fudas 
Iſcariot, that Arch- Traytor, which was very odious and 
deteſlable among the Chriſtians ; and called himſelf 
Thaddeus, a Word of the very ſame Signification, and 
is ſometimes ililed Judas, the Brother of James, for 
his Name Lebbeus, is derived from the Hebrew Word, 
which ſignifies a Lyon, alluding to Jacob's Prophecy, 
that Judas ſhould be a Lyon, &c. | 
As to his Parentage, he was one of our Lord's Kin. 
dred, the Sn of Foſeph, and Brother of Janes the 
Leſs ; we do not find when he was called to the Apoſtle- 
ſhip, only that he was enumerated among them, nor is 
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any Thing particularly recorded of him afterward, 
more than one Queitton that he propounded to our $4. 
Vviour, who having told him what great Things he and 
his Father would do, and what particular Maniſeſſati. 
ons he would make of himſelf to his Diſciple, and Fol. 
lowers after his Reſurrection, St Jude, whoſe Thoughts, 
as well as of the reſt, were taken up with the Expecta. 
tion of a Temporal Kingdom of the M.., who know, 
ing that cculd not conſiſt with the pub.ick Solemnity of 
the Glorious State they looked for, a:ked him, What 

was the Reaſon that he would manifeil himſelf to them, 
and not to the World ? Our Lord replied, That the 

World was not capable of thoſe Divine Manifeſtations, 
as being Strangers and Enemies to what ſhould fit them 
for Heaven, That they were only go:d Men, Perſon; 
« fa Divine Temper of Mind, and religious Obſeryen 
of his Law and Will, whom God would honour wich 
c theſe familiar Converles.” 
by” Euſebius relates expreſly, That ſoon after our Lord's 
— Aſcenſion, St. Thomas Ciipatched Thaddeus the Apoſtle, 

to Agbarus, Kirg of Eda. where he healed Diſeaſes, 
wrought Miracles, expounded the Doctrine of Chriſti. 
'anity, and converted the King and the People to the 
True Faith, and when Agbarus offered him rich Gift 
and Preſents ſor his great Labour of Love in the Lord; 
he in a noble Scorn replied, That he had little Reaſon 
to receive from others, what te had already relinquiſhed 
here. He is ſaid to hav? died peaceably, and to have 
been moſt honcurably buried, but by the general Con- 
ſent of the Latin Church, he is ſaid to have Travelled 
to Perfia, where after great Succeis in his Apoſtolical 
Miniſtry for many Years, he was at laſt, for his free 
and open reproving the ſuperſtitious Rites and Ulages of 
the Magi, cruelly murder'd, by being ty'd to a Stake, 
and ſhot rq Death with Arras. 

That he was ore of the married Diſciples, manifeſtly 
appears, becauſe Euſebius gives the ſolowing Account 
of his Grandions ; Doitian tie bloody Roman Tyrant, 

5 : | whok 


— — — — Po 


05 by 


" Tama 


Di. = @ os 


ds, 

Sa- 

and 

ati. 
Fol. 
hts, 
Na. 

ow. 
y of 
hat 
em, 
the 
ons, 
nem 
ſons 
ven 
Wich 


"ras 
ſtle, 
aſes, 
riſti. 
the 
Jifts 
ard ; 
aſor 
ſhed 
have 
Con- 
elled 
lical 
free 
es Of 
ake, 


eſlt!y 
>0Um 
rant, 
yhoſe 
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whoſe Wickedneſs had awakened in him the quickeſt 
Jealoufies, and made him ſaſpe& every one that had 
but the leaſt Pretence to be his Co-rival in the Empire, 
being informed that ſome of the Line of David, and 
Chriſt's Kindred did yet remain; Two Grand-children 
of St. Fude, the Brother of our Lord, were brought be- 
fore him, who having . conteſſed that they were of the 
Familiy ard Raze of David, he inquired what Eitates 
and Poſſeſſions they had, who told him, They had only 
a few Acres of Land, out of the Improvement whereof 
thev paid him Tribute, and maintained themſelves with. 
their own hard Labour, as by the Hardneſs of their 
Hands did appear, Which they then ſhewed him, He 
then inquired of them concerning Chriſt, and what 
Kind of Kingdom 'twas his Followers talk'd of, and 
when it would appear, they reply'd, That Chriſt's 
Kingdom was not of this World, nor did it conſiſt in 
* the Grardeur ard Dominions thereof, but that it was 
* an Heavenly and Angelical Kiagdom, and would fi- 
nally take Place at the End cf the World, when com- 
iag in great Glory, our Lo:d wou'd judge the Quick 
and the Dead, and reward every one according to 
* their Works.“ The Emperor judging by their Sim- 
p'irity and Meanneis, that no Danger could ac :rue to 
im, diſmiſſed them wichaut any Severity; however, 
they were accounted Chriſt ian Martyrs, and prefer'd to 
great Employ ments in the Reigu gf the Emperor Trajan. 

St. Jude left only the Eprtile of Cathalick and Uni- 
ſerſal Concern, inicribed ac large io all Ch:iltians 3 it 
vas ſome Time before it met with a general Reception 
n the Church, but was afterwards added to the 5.11pe 
ure Canon; the Author i:deed ſtiles not himſelf an 

poſtle, no more doth St. James nor 8:. Fobn, nor 
vmetimes St. Paul himle.?, and why ſhould he f.re the 

orſe for calling himſeit, The Servant of  Jeius Chrilt 3 

hen he might have added, not oniy an Ap: itle, but 
he B:othier of our Lord, Tue Deſign of his Epiitle is 
d preſerve the Chriſlians from being infected with the 
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148 The Life of St. Simon. 

looſe and debauched Principles vented by Simon Maru 1 
and his Followers, whoſe wreiched Docttines and Pra. 
Qices he bricfly and elegantly repreſents, who ought u 
be avoided as pernicious Seducers, leſt they ſhould periſi t 
with them in chat terrible Vengeance which was ready 1 
to overteke them. a 

u 
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St. SIMON the Apoſtle, call 
the Zecalote, 


Who was Crucified in Perſia. 
His Feſlival is obſerved with that of St. Jude, Oct. 28 


T. Simon the Apoſtle was, as ſome think, one © 
the four Brothers of our Lard, Sons of Foſe 7p, b 

a former Marriage; in the Catalogue of the Apoſt les he 
is called Simon the Canaanite, as alſo Simon Zealote, 0 
the Zelot, probably from his warm active Temper, an 
zealous Forwardneſs in ſome particular Way or Profe: 
ſion of Religion, before his coming to our Saviour; fc 
the better underſtanding this, we muſt know, That the: 
was A diſtinct Sect among the Jews, called the Set « 
the Zealots, they were earneſt Aſſertors of the Honou 
of the Law, and the Strictneſs and Purity of Religion 
Is/omuch, that they took upon themſelves to quetti 
. Gott 
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notorious Offenders, withoat ſtaying for the ordinary 
' Formalities of the Law; yea, when the Caſe required, 
executing capital Vengeance upon them, till at length 
their Zeal degenerating into all manner of Licentiouſ- 
neſs, they not only became the Peſts of the Government 
at Home, but opened a Door for the Romans to break in 
upon them, to their final and irrecoverable Ruin. 

They were continually prompting the People to throw 
off the Roman Yoke, and recover their native Liberty, 
and thereby bringing all Things into Diſorder and Con- 
fuſion, made Advantage to tbemſelves of theſe Commo- 
tions; Zoſephus the Jewiſh Hiſtorian, complains griev- 
J ouſly of them, and gives a large Account of their ſedi- 
tious Practices, and every where bewails their Villanies, 
as being the greateſt Plague to their Nation : Now 
when 7eruſalem was cloſely beſieged by the Romans, 
they ceaſed not to create Tumults and Factions within 
the City, and were indeed the main Cauſe of the eus 
ill Succeſs in that fatal War It is probable that all who 
ent under the Notion of this Sect, were of this un- 
godly and wretched "Temper, but that ſome of them 
Mere of a moſt ſober and peaceable Diſpoſition, and as 

tis Not to be doubted but that our Simon was one of 
hat Sect in general, ſo there is Reaſon to believe he 
as one of the better Sort; however, this makes ne 
ore a Reflection upon his being called to the Apoſtle- 
ne hip, than it did upon St. Matthew, who was a Publican, 


led 


. 29 


„ bfr St. Paul's being a Phariſee, and iv zealouſly perſecu- 


les ing the Church of God. 

ie, Being inveſted in the Apoſtolical Office, no farther 
and lention is made in the Hiſtory of the Goſpe], concern- 

of 8's what the Apoſtles did, till their Diſperſion up and 

; {gown the World, and then he doubly apply'd himſelf to 


then de Performance of his Office and Charge. He is ſaid 
ed e have directed his Travel; towards Egypt, tnence to 
lonoufene and Africa, and throughout Mauritania and all 
ligion bra, preaching the Goſpel in thoſe remote and barba- 


us Countries, nor could the Coldneſs of the Climate 
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1.50 The Life of St. Simon. 
benumb his Zea], or himder him from ſhipping himſe'f 
bver to theſe Northern Parts of the World, yes, even 
to Britain itlelf, where he is ſaid to have preached the 
'Goſpe), and wrought many Miracles, and afterwards 
in Defiance of all the Troubles and Difficalties which he 
underwent, ſuffered Martyrdom for the Faith of Chriſt, 
being crucified by the Infidels in the Eaſtern Country, 
and buried with them. 
Others indeed affi-m, That after he had preached the 
= Goſpel in E2ypt, he went into M. poramia, where he 
met with St. Jude the Apoſtle, and accompanied him in 
his Journey to Perſia, where having gained a conſidera- 
ble Harveſt to the Chriſtian Faith, they were both 
crowned with Martyrdo.n ; but it is the Opis ion of 
Learned Mer, That this Account hath no clear Foun- 
dation in Antiquity to build upon. 
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S. MATTHIAS, © 


Vho was ſaid to have been firſt Stoned, 
and then Beheaded. 


His Memory is celebrate February 24. 


Articular Remarks concerning St. Matthias, are not 
to be expected from the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, he 
t being an Apoſtle of the firſt Election. He was one 
our Lord's Diſciples, and probably one of the Se- 
2nty that attended him the whole Courſe of the Publick 
limſtry, and after his Deceaſe was elected into the 
poltleſhip upon this Occaſion : Judas Iſcariot, who had 
en one of the Twelve, immediately called by Chriſt, _ 
be one of his intimate Diſciples, equally empowered 
d commiſſioned with the reſt to preach and work Mi- 
les, and yet all this while was a Man of vile and cor. 
t Deſizns, branded with no meaner Character than 
jef and Dar detes, proiticuting Religion, and the Ho... 
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152 Thy Life of St. Matthias. 
nour of his Office to Covetouſneſs and evil Acts, which 
baſe. Temper betrayed him, as in the Iſſue, to the mot Ml \ 
fatal End, fo te the moſt deſperate Attempt, yea, to the; 
maſt prodigious Impiety that ever the Sun ſhone upon, ll « 

0 


namely, his betraying his innocent Lord and,Maſter ir. 
to the Hands cf his crue] Enemies; butgafterward 2. 
wakned with the Horror of the Fact, his Conſcience af. 
ſaulted him ſe ſeverely, that not able to bear up unde WM { 
the furious Revenges of his own Mind, he never reiledM Þ 
till he had diſpatch'd himſcl1f by a violent Death. 4 
A Vacancy being thus made, the firſt Thing they did ſe 
after their Return from Mount Olivet, (where our Lord st 
took his Leave of them to go to St. John's (louſe, in A 
Mount Sion) was to fill up the Number with a proper B. 
Perſon, two were propounded in order to the Choice BY pe 
Jeſiph cailed Barſebas, and Matthias, the Way of Ele-W M 
ction was by Lor, according to the uſual Cuſtom of the pa 
Jews in doubtiul Caſes ; the Lots being put in, Ma.. tio 
thias's Name was drawn out, and he thereby dignihed 


with the Apoſtolieal Office. Net long after, the pro-W 7 

miſed Powers of the Holy Ghoſt were conferred upon W. 
Apoltles, to qual:fy them for that great and difficult Em- A 5 
ploy ment upon which they were ſent, and among the wa 
reſt, S: Matthias beſtowed the firſt Fruits of his Min- me 
ſtry in the Province of Juda, wheie having reaped e 


conſiderable Harvett, he betook himſelf to other Coun. 
tries; one writes, that he Preached the Goſpel in Mac- 
donia, where the Gentiles, to make an Experiment © 
his Faith and Integiity, gave him a poiſonous and in- 
toxicating Potion, which he chearfully drank off in the 
Name i Chriſt, without the leaii Prejudice to himſell 
and the ſame Fotion having deprived an Hundred an 
Fifty of their Sight, oy aying his Hands upon them, 
he re-overed them again. 

The Greets with raore Probability, report him to hay 
travelled Ealtward, ijome ſay to Ethiopia, the Inhabirani 
where he came, were very wild and barbarous, and bi 
Ulage among them was accordingiy ; for here meetin! 

wit 
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\W with a People of a fierce and untractable Humour, he 
vas treated by them with great Inhumanicy ; from whom 
eaſter all his Labours and Sufferings, and a numerous 
n, Converſion of Perſons to Chriſtianity, he obtained at laſt 
WF the Crown of Martyrdom, in the ſixty-firſt Year from 
- WF our Lord's Nativity. 


l. There is little Certainty of the Manner of his Death; 


et ſome Writers of Reputation, report, That he died at a 
el Place called Seba/tople, and that he was buried near the 

Temple of the Sun. Another relates, That he was 
ld ſeized by the Fews, as a Blaſphemer, to have been firſt 


x40 Stoned, and then Beheaded. But the Greeks and other | 


Antiquaries write, 'That he was Crucified, and that his 
Body was preſerved a long Time at Jeruſalem, and ſup. 
poſed to have been tranſlated by the Devo: ion of Helena, 
Mo: her of Con/tantine the Great, to Rome; where ſome 
Parts of it are pretended to be ſhewn with great Venera- 
tion, tho* others with as much Fierceneſs, contend, That 
his Relicks are brought to, and are flill preſerved at 
Triers in Germany, His Memory is celebrated in the 
Weſtern Churches, February 24. Among many other 
Apocryphal Writings attributed to the Apoſtles, there 
was a Goſpel publiſhed under the Name of St. Matthias, 
mentioned by Euſebius, and condemned with the zeſt, by 
10/uſixs, a Biſhop of Rome, as it had been rejected by 
thers before him. Under his Name alſo, there were 
>xtant Traditions cited by Clemens of Alexandria, from 
hence doubtleſs the Nico/aitans publiſhed many vile and 
cardalous Doctrines, and the Marcionites and Valan- 
mans, under the pretended Patronage cf his Name, de- 
ended ſome of their molt abſurd and impious Opinions. 
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FS. Barn ABAS the Apoſtle 
f the Gentiles, 


Who was Stoned by the Fews at Salamis 
His Feſtival is obſerved Fune 11. 


E-was firſt named Jeſes or Foſep5, and afterward 

Barnabas, which fipnifres, Ihe Son of Confola 

0 tion, given him by the Apoliles, becauie he had a {ic 
_ gular Gift and Art in comfortiag the Weak, he bei: 
repreſented in the Holy Writ as a Perſon of a compa 
fionate, eaſy, and mild Temper, very ready to forgia 
Injuries, yet cf a. majeuick and awful Chrriage, con 
manding Reſpect and Reverence ; hu was a Few CF t! 
Pride cf Levi, and i reckon:d to be the Principalt 
wee Seventy Diſciples. Aer our Lord's Aſcenſion, pe 
_ cciving that the Necefhiies of the Churches require 
Relief, he ſold an Eſtate which he had in the Iſle 
= Cyprus, and brought the whole Price to be diftribut 
= by the Apoilles, to thoſe that weig inolt indigent, al 
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n Want ; this Practice was followed by ſeveral other 
"hritians at that Time, none of them thinking it juſt 
or reaſonable for themſelves to live in Plenty, while 
heir Brethren were reduced to Streights for want of the 
-nveniencies of this Life, and therefore had all Things 
n common, wherein the Charity of Barnabas was very 
emarkable, his Eſtate being much larger than any of 
e reſt, who yet gave the firſt Example of Charity and 
bounty to the Church. p 

After the Sale of his Eſtate, he made his Reſidence 
n Jeriſalem, whither St. Paul coming three Years after 
is Converſion, the Apoſtles denied him Admittance in- 
> their Society, who had been ſuch a furious Perſecutor 
f the Chriſtians, and made his Name terrible among 
em. But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the 
 poltles, and declared unto them, how he had ſeen the 
ord on the Way, and how he had ſpoken to him, and 
at he had preached boldly at Damaſcus, in the Name 
f Jeſus, whereupon he was received into their Fellow- 
ip, and he with them, coming in and going out at 
eruſalem, aſſerting to the Jews, That Jeſus was the 
ve Meat, whereby he ſo much inraged the Jes, 
at they conſpired to take away his Life. 
Some Years after, ſome Chriſtian Jews fled from the 
rſecution that was raiſed at Feru/a/em about St. $te-" 
en; now when they were in the Church of Antioch, 
d they miniſtred to the Lord, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, 
parate me Barnabas and Saul, for the Work whereto 
have called them ; ſo when they had falted and pray- 
, and laid their Hands on them, they ſent them away. 
"W464; coming to Anbiach to let Things in Order, up. 
his Arrival, beheld with great Joy, the great Progreſs 
the Goſpel among them, and exhorted them to con- 
ue ſtedfaſt in the Truth and Doctrine of Chrittianity, 
d confirmed many therein, he afterward ſent for Paul 
{ntioch, to aſſiſt him in the Propagation of the Goſ- 
; and he with Paul, carry'd the Contributions of- the 
iKians of Antioch, to Feruſalem: At length, 2 
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156 The Life of St. Barnabas. 
ſome Difference about Circumciſion, they were ſeparatet 
Barnabas (ailing to Cyprus, and Paul to Syria and Cilici 
but they were afterward fully reconciled, retaining tbei Y 
Chriſtian Charity and Love to one another, and to ti © 
Souls cf their Brethren, and then parted by diſtant Re 
gions from each other, 

Some of the Ancients write, That he continued til 
his Death in Cyprus, but preached the Goſpel in othe 
Places, and was ſent by him to Corinth, along with J. 
tus. He was a Prophet and a Teacher, of whom 
Council cf the Apoſtles gave this Character, That he 

was a Man who bad hzzarded his Life for the Lord |: 
ſus, and had intirely given up himſelf tos the Labour? 
Preaching the Goſpel. There is an Epiſtle that goes u 
der his Name; which if he was the Author of, h 
muſt have lived till after the Deſtruction of Feru/al: 
which was ſeventy Years after the Birth of our Saviou 
and is recorded to have ſuffer d Martyrdom, being ſtone 
to Death by the Jews at Salamis, and to have be 
buried within a Furlong of that City, There 1s like 
wiſe a Goſpel attributed to him, as well as to St. Mz 
thias, and another of the Acts of Barnabas, pretend 
to be written by John Mark, his Couſin, who went wit 
him into Cyprus, but both of them ſeem to be the Inver 
tions of ſome Perſons in latter Ages, being filled wi 
Fables and Impertinencies. 
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St. PAUL the Apoſtle, 


Who was Beheaded at Rome, by Nero, 
the Roman Tyrant. 


His Feaſt is celebrated Fanuary 25. 


T. Paul was Born at Tarſus, the Metropolis of Cili- 
cia, a City very rich, with an Academy and Schools 

tor Polite Learning and Philoſophy ; his Parents were 
Jews, of the Tribe of Benjamin, the youngeſt Son of 
the old Patriarch Jacob, who thus prophecy'd of him, 
Benjamin ſhall raven as a Wolf, in the Morning he 
* ſhell devour the Prey, and at Night divide the Spoil; 
this Prophetical Character, Tertullian and others after 
him, will have to be accompliſhed in our A;oitle, as a 
ravenous Wolf in the Morning, devouring the Prey : 
That is, as a Perſecutor of the Church, in the firit Part 
df his Life, deſtroying the Flock of God, and in the 
Evening dividing the Spoil ; that is, in his declining 
and reduced Age, as a Doctor of the Nations, ſeeding 
and diſtributing to Chriſt's Sheep, F © 

In 
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In his Ybuth he vas educated at 7ar/us, being fully 
inſtructed in the Schools in ali Libera! Arts and ciences 
whercby he came acquainted with alt Foreign Learning, 


and the Feavs have a Maxim, That he who learns na Wil 


his Son a Trade, teacheth him to be « Thief; he wal 
| bred a Tent- maker, and therefore in the Writings of 
the Rabbi's, they were generally nominared bv their 
Callings, as Rab: Foſes, the Vanner, Nai Forhanan, 
the Shoe. maker, Rabbi Juda, the Baker; they daily 
working at their Trades to maintain the.:{elves with 
their own Hands: Having laid Foundations of Human 
Learning ar Tar/us, he was ſent by his Parents to Feru- 
ſalem, to be perfected in the Study of the Law, under 
the Tutelage of Rabbi Gamaliel, the Son of that Sinn, 
who 'tis thought came into the Temple and took Chriſt 
in his Arms. Gamaliel was a Preſident of the Court of 
the Sanhedrim, and a Doctor of the Civil Law, who 


. made that wiſe and excellent Speech in Behalf of the 


—_— Apotl. and their Doctrine; nay, he is ſaid to be a 
_ Chriſtian, and his fitting in that Council was connived 
at by the Apoſtles, that he might the better favour their 
= Afairs. Among the various Sects of the Fexvi/ Church, 
= he was eſpecially educated in the Principles and Inſtitu. 
tions of the Phariſtes, who were exceſſively proud and 
inſolent, cenſuring whoſoever was not in their Way, as 
Reprobates, counting none pious but themſelves, and 
that all others were Sons of the Earth ; probably Paul 
might be of a better Principle than ſome others, hov- 


erer, he could not endure Contradiction, nor Novelcy 


ws to his Martyrdom. 


in Religion, and therefore when the Jeu put St. Ste 
phen to Death, he ſtood by, and-kept the Cloaths of his 
Executioners, and tkereby loudly proclaimed his Conſent 


The Storm thus begun, a violent Perſccut#n of the 


Chriſtians began at Jeruſalim, wherein our Apottle was 
a prime Agent, being employed by the High Prieſt, to 
hunt, and find out thoſe new Hereticks, who preached 
gin che Law of Maßes, getting a Warrant from the 
—_ Sanbed in, 


# 
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The Life of St. Paul. 
anhedrim, to go and diſturb the Synagogues at Dama/< 
us, where many of the poor diſtreſſed Children were 
led. But God defigning him for Work of nother Na- 
ure, ſtopt him in his Journey, as we read at large in 
he Acts of the Apoſtles, as likewiſe of his Travels in 
Pal-fline and adjacent Countries, and his dangerous Voy- 
ge to Rome. 

When he came to Rome, he acquainted the Jews 
onſiſtory, That tho' he had been guilty vt no Crime, 
et he was delivered into the Hund of the Roman Gov» 
ernors, only for his conſtant aſſerting the Reſurrection 


the Dead, which was the Hope of every true [raclite. 
hey replied, That they had received no Advice con- 
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it erning his Religion, which was every where decryed 
of Moth by the Jer and Gen/i/zs, Ar a Day appointed, 
ho WE diſcourſed to them from Morning to Night, concern. 
the g the Doctrine of the Holy Jeſus ; yet ſome perſiit ing 
) their Infidelity, he told them plainly, That henceforth 


would turn his Preaching to the Gentiles, who would 
eit glad to accept what they had ſcornfully rejected 
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ch, He was called by two Names, ene Hebrew, the other * 


tu. in, probably reſerring both to bis Few! and Roman 
and Rpacity and Relation; Saul was a Name common in 
Tribe of Benjamin, ever ſince the ſirſt King 0! H 
ho was choſen out of that Tribe, in M-mory whereof 
y ſo named their Children at their Circuincifion His 
her was Paul, aſſumed by him, as ſome chink, at his 
nverſion, to denote his Humility, and o hers, that it 
s in Memory of his converting Sergius Paulus, the 
man Governor to the Chriſtian Faith. 

Alter this he was brought to his ficit Hearing before 
Roman Emperor, where thoſe Friends which he ex- 
ed ſhould ſta d by him, plainly deſerted him, bat 
d ſtood by him, and encouraged him. Two Years 
preached at Rome, in his own hired Houſe, convert- 
ſome of all Ranks and Qualities, yea, ſeveral belong. 
to the Court itſelf; here he met wich Peter, and 


Per- 
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y were both together thrown into Priſon. upon the” 
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: | Being come to the Place, about three Miles from Ren 
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Perſecution raiſed againſt the Chriſtians, under Pretence 
they had fired the City, tho it was done by Nero's ſpe. 
cial Command. Some of the Ancients make him eq. 
gaged with Peter, in procuring the Fall of that miſen. 
ble Wretch, Simon Magus, which ſtirred up the Empe. 
ror's implacable Rage and Fury againſt him, Another 
writes, That having converted one of Nero's Concubine:, 
of whom he was extreamly fond, and reduced her to! 
Life of much Strictneſs and Chaſtity, ſo that ſhe abſo. 
* lutely refuſed to comply with the Emperor's wanton and 
impute Embraces, he thereupon treated the Apoſtle out. 
rageouſly, calling him Impoſtor, and a Perverter of hy 
Subjects, giving Orders that he ſhould be ſent to Priſon 
but underſtanding that he ſtill continued to perſuade the 
Lady, who viſited him, to continue in her Chriſtian an 
pious Reſolution, he commanded him to be put to Death 
as a Roman Citizen, he was exempted from Scourging 
as MalctaCtors uſed to be betore their Execution, to whic! 
when he was led, he is ſaid to have converted three 80 
diers who guarded him, and within a few Days after, . 
the Emperor's Command, became Martyrs for the Faid 


he chearſully gave his Neck to the fatal Stroke. Cr: 
_ cifying being too infamous a Death for any but the wo! 
of Slaves, Beheading being counted a more noble ki 
of Death among molt Nations. 

Tradition reports (which many of the Fathers verih 
that when he was Beheadsd, a Liquor more like Mi 
than Blood, iſſued frogr his Veins, and ſpurted upon 
Cloaths of the Exegutioner, which St. Chryſaſtom ſai 
became the Means of his Converſion, with many oth 
to the Faith. He adds, That the Apoſtle ſuffered Mt 
tyrdom in the ſixty-eighth Year of his Age, and ( 
flantineÞiilt a ſtately Church to his Memory, when 
his Remains were buried about two hundred Years alt 


4 r 
2 A! 68 


= 


On our Bleſſed SAVIOUR, 


E often read our B Sa vilur Wipt 

But never Langbt, ſeldom that I Slept 
h, ſure his heavy Eyes did w-⅛Ʒale and weep 
dr us that fin, ſo oft, in Mirth, and Sleep. 


E's like a Rock, which when we ſtrive to ſhun, 
We are in Danger to be wreok:t upon: 


a: when our wide-ſpread Arms ſeek Refuge there, 

21088 will ſecure us from the "Harms we fear. | 
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did tremble, and Heav'ns cloſed Eye 
th to ſea the Lord of Glory die; 

ere clad in Mourning, and the Spheres 
Jarmony ; the Clouds dropt Tears: 
ambitious. Dead aroſe to give him Room; 

dev'ry Grave did gape to be his Tomb ; K. 
aff:ighted Heav'ns ſent down elegious Thunder 3 

e World's Foundation loos'd, to loſe their Founder : 
Fs, e rent her Vail in two, . 
teach our Hearts what our ſad Hearts ſhould do: 
Il ſenſeleſs Things do this, and ſhall not I 

tone poor Drop to ſee my Saviour die? 

ll forth my Tears, and tric cle one by one, 

you have pierc'd this Hears of mine, this Stone. 


On 
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On a CRUCIFI Mm 
HY not tne Picture of cur dying Lord, 
, As of a Friend ? Nor his. nor that's ador't 
Doe, not th eternal Law command, That thou 
Sal en as well forbear to make, as bow ? 
_ Not to ſo gocd an End? TPadvance his Paſſion? 
_— The Gold being pure, what matter for the Faſhion ; 
Tate hed + The pureſt Gold does often take 
Some Loſs, ſome Prejudice, for the Faſhion's ſake : 
Not to a Civi/ End? To garniſh Halls? 
Too deck cur #;ndows ? To adorn our Wall; ? 
\ =>” Shew- bread mu ſi not be common: nd the Car * 
"of eh Oy! admits no Civil L A De!” 
= No, no; the Beauty of his Pickure lies (EAN 
1 Wubin; "Tis th* Object of our Faith, not E. 
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